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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4031

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Santos, Pettigrew, and Kenney

Read first tine 01/23/08. Referred to Commttee on State Governnent
& Tribal Affairs.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE HONORABLE RI CHARD B.
CHENEY, VI CE PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES, AND THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF
THE SENATE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, which
constitutes a common standard of achievenent for all peoples and all
nations, is the source of inspiration and has been the basis for the
United Nations in maki ng advances in standard setting as contained in
the existing international human rights instrunents, in particular, the
I nternational Covenant on G vil and Political R ghts and the African
(Banjul) Charter on Human and Peoples' R ghts, and has been
i ncorporated by reference in the Ethiopian Constitution as the part of
the suprene | aw of the | and; and

VWHEREAS, The Ethiopian governnment has repeatedly violated the
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rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
I nt ernati onal Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, and the
African (Banjul) Charter on Human and Peopl es' Ri ghts; and

WHEREAS, Human rights conditions in Ethiopia have deteriorated
significantly in the aftermath of the May 2005 parlianentary el ections,
and the Ethiopian governnment has undertaken a massive crackdown on

political opposition and dissent, including arrests of opposition
| eaders, journalists, human rights defenders, and civic society
| eaders, and extrajudicial killings of protesters by using excessive

and deadly force; and

VWHEREAS, Docunented violations of human rights in Ethiopia include
w despread violation of privacy rights, warrantless searches and
sei zures, arrests wthout probable cause, and severe curtail nents of
basi ¢ human rights, including freedom of speech, press, association
and assenbly; and

VWHEREAS, The massive crackdown on opposition and dissent has
resulted in the incarceration of opposition group |eaders and nenbers;
and

WHEREAS, The governnent of Ethiopia established a comm ssion of
inquiry to investigate the violence that occurred in the aftermath of
the May 2005 parliamentary elections, and the chairman and vice
chairman of this conm ssion reported in a briefing to the United States
House of Representatives that the Ethiopian security forces had used
excessive force resulting in the deaths of 193 persons and serious
injury to 763 others; and

VWHEREAS, The United Nations Comm ssioner for Human Rights has
expressed deep concern over the deteriorating human rights situation in
Et hi opi a, and other respected independent international human rights
organi zations, including Amesty International, Human Ri ghts Watch, and
CGenoci de Watch, have expressed equally deep concern, and called for the
uncondi tional and imedi ate release of all political prisoners in the
country and inprovenents in the human rights situation; and

VWHEREAS, Ethiopian-Anericans in the United States are deeply
concerned about human rights violations in their native country and
seek the i medi ate and unconditional release of opposition | eaders and
all political prisoners in Ethiopia; and

WHEREAS, Congressional House Resolution 2003, the "Ethiopia
Denocracy and Accountability Act of 2007," which passed the House of
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Represent ati ves, demanded the imedi ate and unconditional release of
opposition |l eaders and all political prisoners in Ethiopia and sought
i nprovenents in human rights in Ethiopia; and

WHEREAS, The Et hi opi an governnent continues to repress all peacefu
attenpts by the Ethiopian people to bring denocratic change by denying
universally recognized Iliberties, including freedom of speech,
assenbly, association, and of the press, and enploying repressive
measures ainmed at elimnating opposition and dissent; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous Ethi opi an-Americans in the State of Washi ngton
have called upon the aid of their state legislature to express its deep
concerns over gross abuses of human rights in their native | and where
they maintain strong famly ties;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
and the President of the United States demand that the Ethiopian
government immediately and wunconditionally release all ©political
prisoners and journalists and fulfill its obligations under the
Uni ver sal Declaration of Human Rights as incorporated in its
constitution, the African (Banjul) Charter on Human and Peoples
Ri ghts, and established norns of human rights, denocratic principles,
and the rule of |aw

BE | T RESOLVED, That the Washington state | egislature condemms the
w despread violation of human rights in Ethiopia and the use of
vi ol ence and deadly force to suppress political opposition and di ssent;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the governnent of the United States
wor k vigorously to secure as soon as possible the release of political
prisoners and prisoners of conscience, as well as closely nonitor their
treatnment in prison, and further demand di scl osure of the total nunber
of persons detained on political charges throughout the country, and
ensure that all political prisoners and other defendants are treated
humanely while in custody in accordance with international and regional
standards for the treatnent of prisoners, such as the United Nations
Standard M nimum Rules for the Treatnent of Prisoners, with particul ar
regard to nedical treatnment, famly visits, and reading and witing
mat eri al s; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the governnent of the United States
demand that the Ethiopian governnent forbear frominterference in the
exercise of the rights to freedom of opinion, expression, and
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association in Ethiopia, including the right to denonstrate peacefully,
the right to publish opinions freely through an i ndependent press, and
the right to engage in civil society activism and put an end to the
gover nnent nedi a nonopol y; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the governnent of the United States
work through its representatives in the United Nations to establish an
i ndependent international commssion of inquiry to investigate the
broad scope of human rights abuses in Ethiopia, and to identify those
responsi bl e for human rights violations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the governnent of the United States
demand resunption of the process of reform and inprovenent of
denocratic institutions, including a serious and internationa
exam nation of the results of the parlianentary elections held in My
2005; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That Congress adopt a resolution on the
human rights situation in Ethiopia, ainmed particularly at protecting
and supporting the Ethiopian human rights defenders on trial, in |line
wi th the European Union Cuidelines on Human Ri ghts Defenders; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That the governnent of the United States

encourage and support the African Human Rights Conm ssion and its
menber states to nore actively investigate and report on human rights
vi ol ati ons throughout the country and bring these to the attention of
t he Ethiopian governnent and the international conmmunity for renedy;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the governnent of the United States
demand that the Ethiopian governnent prosecute the individuals,
officials, and others who were responsible for the deaths of 193
unarned and peaceful protesters and scores of others who sustained
serious injuries as a result of the unlawful use of deadly force by
governnent security forces; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the governnent of the United States
demand that the Ethiopian governnment inplenent specific neasures to
ensure the independence of the judiciary and institute due process to
guarantee defendants accused of crines the right to be tried by a
conpetent and i ndependent court, and the rights to the presunption of
i nnocence, confrontation, and conpul sory process, speedy trial, and
assi stance of counsel; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Congress pass "The Ethiopia
Freedom Denocracy and Human Rights Act of 2006," which was introduced
as House Resolution 5680 in the 109th Congress, Second Session, and
passed the House International Relations Commttee with a unani nous
vote; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the Honorable Richard B. Cheney, Vice President of the United
States, the majority |leader of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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