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St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kessler, Wirnick, Haler, Kretz, Hinkle, Ocutt,
Newhouse, Lantz, MCune, Kristiansen, Haigh and B. Sullivan

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Recreational pack and saddl e stock have historically used
and ridden on trails both on public | ands and the backcountry of these
public | ands; and

WHEREAS, In the past ten years, federal |and nmanagers have, for
reasons not substantiated by scientific evidence or research
restricted or prohibited access to and the wuse of trails by
recreational pack and saddl e stock on those public |ands; and

WHEREAS, A substanti al nunber of these restrictions and
prohibitions violate the National Environmental Policy Act because
public hearings were not, and are not, held prior to enacting these
restrictions and prohibitions; and

VWHEREAS, Federal policies regardi ng managenent of public | ands have
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a profound inpact on the well-being of the citizens of Wshi ngton, and
changes to those policies should be conducted in an open public forum
and

WHEREAS, Backcountry Horsenen of Washington nenbers contributed
over 62,000 volunteer hours in 2005, maintaining many mles of trails
for all users worth over $1, 000,000 in savings to taxpayers;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
Congress of the United States enact a law that: Preserves the use and
access of pack and saddle stock animals on public |ands, including
wi | derness areas, national nonunents, and other specifically designated
areas, admnistered by the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land
Managenment, the United States Fish and WIldlife Service, or the Forest
Service where there is a historical tradition of such use, and for
ot her purposes; directs, as a general rule, that all trails, routes,
and areas used by such aninmals remai n open and accessi ble for such use;
and allows agencies to inplenent a proposed reduction in the use and
access of pack and saddle stock animals on such lands only after
conplying with the full review process.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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