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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE JO NT MEMCORI AL 4003

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Conmittee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Chase, Mirris and Hunt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 26/ 07.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancenent Act, P.L. 108-
477, allows the federal |and nanagenent agencies such as the United
States Forest Service, Bureau of Land Managenent, Fish and Wldlife
Service, National Park Service, and Bureau of Reclamation to charge
access fees for recreational use of federally managed public | ands by
t he general public; and

WHEREAS, H R 3283 was never approved by the United States House of
Representatives, was never introduced, never had hearings, and was
never approved by the United States Senate, but was instead attached to
omi bus spending bill H R 4818 as an appropriations rider; and

VWHEREAS, The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancenent Act IS
substantive |l egislation including crimnal penalties that fundanental ly
changes the way Anerica's public |ands are funded and nanaged; and
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VWHEREAS, Federal policies regardi ng managenent of public | ands have
a profound inpact on the well-being of the citizens of Washington State
and changes to those policies should be conducted in an open public
forum and

WHEREAS, Recreational fees constitute double taxation and bear no
relationship to the actual costs of recreation such as hiking,
pi cni cki ng, observing wldlife, equestrian use, or scenic driving on
state and county roads and public rights of way; and

WHEREAS, The concept of paying fees to use public lands is contrary
to the idea that public lands belong to the Anerican people and are
pl aces where everyone is granted access and is welcone -- a concept
t hat has been and should remain in place; and

VWHEREAS, The fees inposed by the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancenent Act are a regressive tax that places undue burden on the
people living in rural areas adjacent to or surrounded by |arge areas
of federal land, as well as discrimnating against |ower-incone and
wor ki ng Americans by placing financial obstacles in the way of their
enj oynent of publicly owned | and; and

VWHEREAS, These access fees to public |ands are highly controversi al
and are opposed by hundred of organizations, county governnents,
several state |legislatures, and by mllions of Anericans; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancenent Act also
establishes an interagency pass to be used to cover entrance fees and
recreational anenity fees for federal |ands and waters, disregarding
the substantially different way in which national parks and other
federal public |ands are managed and funded; and

WHEREAS, The |imted neans of expressing opposition to and the |ack
of public debate in the inplenentation of the fee program raises the
concern that sonme citizens are deterred from visiting and enjoying
public lands in Washington State and throughout the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Tourismis an inportant industry to Washington State, and
recreational fees will have a negative inpact on the state and |oca
econoni es;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancenent Act, which was enacted Decenber 8,
2004, be abolished, and that no recreational fees be inposed on federal
lands within the State of Washi ngton under the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancenent Act.
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BE |IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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