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HOUSE BI LL 2286

State of Washi ngton 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dyer and Cody
Read first time 04/22/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to naturopathic physicians; anmending RCW
18. 36A. 010, 18. 36A. 020, 18. 36A. 030, 18. 36A. 040, 18. 36A. 050, 18. 36A. 070,
18. 06. 050, 18.74.010, 18.120.020, and 43.70.470; and reenacting and
anendi ng RCW 18. 130. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18. 36A. 010 and 1987 c 447 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The l egislature finds that it is necessary to regul ate the practice
of ((naturepaths)) naturopathic physicians in order to protect the
public health, safety, and welfare. It is the legislature s intent
that only individuals who neet and maintain mninmum standards of
conpet ence and conduct may provide service to the public.

Sec. 2. RCW18. 36A. 020 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 87 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Departnment” nmeans the departnent of health.
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(2) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of health or the secretary’s
desi gnee.

(3) "((Naturepath)) Naturopathic physician" neans an individua
i censed under this chapter.

(4) "Commttee" neans the WAshington state naturopathic practice
advi sory conm ttee.

(5) "Educational progrant neans ((a)) an_accredited program
preparing persons for the practice of ((naturepathy)) naturopathic
nedi ci ne.

(6) "Nutrition and food sci ence” neans the prevention and treat nent
of di sease or other human conditions through the use of foods, water,
herbs, roots, bark, or natural food el enents.

(7) "Manual mani pul ati on" or "nmechanot herapy” neans mani pul ati on of
a part or the whole of the body by hand or by nechani cal neans.

(8) "Physical nodalities" neans use of physical, chem cal,
el ectrical, and ot her noni nvasi ve nodalities including, but not limted
to heat, cold, air, light, water in any of its forns, sound, massage,

and t herapeutic exerci se.

(9) "Honeopat hy" neans a system of nedicine based on the use of
infinitesimal doses of nedicines capabl e of producing synptons siml ar
to those of the disease treated, as listed in the honeopathic
phar macopei a of the United States.

cont+roH-ed-substances+sprohibited—)) "Nat uropat hi c nmedi ci ne" incl udes

| egend drugs, excluding controlled substances listed in Schedules I,
1, and 11l of the uniform controlled substances act, chapter 69.50
RCW vitamns; mnerals; botanical nedicines; hornones; and other
physi ol ogi ¢ substances as exenplified in standard nat uropathi c nedi cal
texts, journals, and pharnmacopeia, including nondrug contraceptive
devi ces.
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(11) "Hygi ene and i muni zation" neans the use of such preventative
techni ques as personal hygi ene, asepsi s, public health, and
i mmuni zations, to the extent allowed by rule.

(12) "Mnor office procedures” neans limted surgical care and
procedures incident thereto of superficial |acerations, |esions, and
abrasions, and the renoval of foreign bodies |ocated in superficial
structures, not to include the eye; treatnent of chem cal dependency
wi th auricular or hand therapy; injections and insertion of needles for
t herapeutic purposes; and the use of antiseptics and topical or |ocal
anesthetics in connection therewth.

(13) "Common di agnostic procedures” neans the use of venipuncture
((to—wthdrawbleoed)) consistent with naturopathic nedical practice,
comonly used diagnostic nodalities consistent wth naturopathic
practice, ((heatth-histerytaking:)) physical exam nation, radi ography,
exam nation of body orifices excluding endoscopy beyond the rectum
((and)) | aboratory nedi ci ne ((whieh—ebtains)), and obt ai ni ng sanpl es of
human tissues ((produets)), ((rneluding—superfietal—serapings)) but
excl udi ng ((precedures—which—would—regquire)) surgical ((+retston))

exci sion beyond that which is authorized as mnor office procedure and
excluding the renpval of nmlignant |esions.

(14) "Suggestion" nmeans techniques including but not limted to
counsel i ng, bi of eedback, and hypnosis.

(15) "Radi ography"” nmeans ordering, performng, and interpretation
of radiographs; it includes the ordering but not the perform ng or

interpretation of ((radiegraphicdiagnestiestudies—andthetakingand
Haterpretation—of standardradi-egraphs)) nucl ear nedi ci ne and contrast

di e studies. Radi ogr aphy i ncludes the ordering and interpretation of
ultrasoni c and ot her nonroent genographi ¢ i nagi ng procedures.

Sec. 3. RCW18. 36A. 030 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 88 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No person mmy practice naturopathy or represent hinself or
herself as a ((naturepath)) naturopathic physician wthout first
applying for and receiving a license fromthe secretary to practice
nat ur opat hy.

(2) A person represents hinself or herself as a ((naturepath))
nat ur opat hi ¢ physi ci an when t hat person adopts or uses any title or any
description of services that incorporates one or nore of the foll ow ng
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terms or designations: Naturopath, naturopathic physician, or doctor
of naturopat hi c nedi ci ne.

Sec. 4. RCW18. 36A. 040 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 89 are each anended to read
as follows:

Nat uropathic nedicine or naturopathy is the practice by
( (naturepaths)) naturopathic physicians of the art and science of the
di agnosi s, prevention, and treatnent of disorders of the body by
stinulation or support, or both, of the natural processes of the human
body. A ((naturepath)) naturopathic physician is responsible and
accountable to the consunmer for the quality of naturopathic care
render ed.

The practice of naturopathy includes nmanual mani pul ati on
(mechanot herapy), the prescription, admnistration, dispensing, and
use, except for the treatnment of malignancies or neopl astic di sease, of
nutrition and food science, physical nodalities, honeopathy, certain
medi cines of mneral, animal, and botanical origin, hygiene and
i muni zati on, conmon diagnostic procedures, and suggestion; however,
nothing in this chapter shall prohibit consultation and treatnment of a
patient in concert with a practitioner |icensed under chapter 18.57 or
18.71 RCW No person licensed under this chapter may enploy the term
"chiropractic" to describe any services provided by a ((raturepath))
nat ur opat hi ¢ _physi ci an under this chapter.

Sec. 5. RCW18. 36A. 050 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 90 are each anended to read
as follows:

Not hing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit or restrict:

(1) The practice of a profession by individuals who are |icensed,
certified, or registered under other laws of this state who are
perform ng services within their authorized scope of practice;

(2) The practice of naturopathic nedicine by an individual enployed
by the governnent of the United States while the individual is engaged
in the performance of duties prescribed for himor her by the | aws and
regul ations of the United States;

(3) The practice of naturopathic nmedicine by students enrolled in
a school approved by the secretary. The performance of services shal
be pursuant to a course of instruction or assignments from an
i nstructor and under the supervision of the instructor. The instructor
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shal | be a ((nraturepath)) naturopathic physician |icensed pursuant to
this chapter; or

(4) The practice of oriental nmedicine or oriental herbol ogy, or the
rendering of other dietary or nutritional advice.

Sec. 6. RCW18.36A. 070 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 92 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is hereby created the Washington state naturopathic
advisory conmttee consisting of five nenbers appointed by the
secretary who shall advise the secretary concerning the adm nistration
of this chapter. Three menbers of the initial commttee shall be
persons who would qualify for licensing under this chapter. Their
successors shall be ((naturepaths)) naturopathic physicians who are
licensed under this chapter. Two nenbers of the commttee shall be
i ndi vi dual s who are unaffiliated with the profession. For the initial
commttee, one unaffiliated nenber and one ((raturepath)) naturopathic
physi ci an shall serve four-year terns, one unaffiliated nenber and one
( (raturepath)) naturopat hi c physician shall serve three-year terns, and
one ((waturepath)) naturopathic physician shall serve a two-year term
The termof office for commttee nenbers after the initial conmttee is
four vyears. Any commttee nenber may be renoved for just cause
including a finding of fact of wunprofessional conduct, inpaired
practice, or nore than three unexcused absences. The secretary my
appoint a new nenber to fill any vacancy on the commttee for the
remai nder of the unexpired term

No commttee nenber nay serve nore than two consecutive terns,
whet her full or partial.

(2) Commttee nenbers shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW
43.03.240 and reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(3) The conmttee may elect annually a chair and vice-chair to
direct the neetings of the conmmttee. The commttee shall neet at
| east once each year, and may hol d additional neetings as called by the
secretary or the chair.

Sec. 7. RCW18.06.050 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 7 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

Any person seeking to be exam ned shall present to the secretary at
| east forty-five days before the comencenent of the exam nation:
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(1) A witten application on a form or forns provided by the
secretary setting forth wunder affidavit such information as the
secretary nmay require; and

(2) Proof that the candi date has:

(a) Successfully conpleted a course, approved by the secretary, of
didactic training in basic sciences and acupuncture over a mninmum
period of two academ c years. The training shall include such subjects
as anat ony, physiol ogy, bacteriol ogy, biochem stry, pathol ogy, hygi ene,
and a survey of western clinical sciences. The basic science classes
nmust be equivalent to those offered at the collegiate | evel. However,
if the applicant is a licensed chiropractor under chapter 18.25 RCWor
a ((rnaturepath)) naturopathic physician |icensed under chapter 18. 36A
RCW the requirenents of this subsection relating to basic sciences may
be reduced by up to one year depending upon the extent of the
candidate’s qualifications as determ ned under rules adopted by the
secretary;

(b) Successfully conpleted a course, approved by the secretary, of
clinical training in acupuncture over a mni num period of one academ c
year. The training shall include a mninmm of: (1) Twenty-nine
quarter credits of supervised practice, consisting of at |east four
hundred separate patient treatnents involving a m ni nrumof one hundred
different patients, and (ii) one hundred hours or nine quarter credits
of observation which shall include case presentation and di scussion.

Sec. 8. RCW18.74.010 and 1991 ¢ 12 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context otherwi se requires, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Board" neans the board of physical therapy created by RCW
18. 74. 020.

(2) "Departnment” means the departnent of health.

(3) "Physical therapy" nmeans the treatnent of any bodily or nental
condi tion of any person by the use of the physical, chem cal, and ot her
properties of heat, cold, air, light, water, electricity, sound,
massage, and therapeutic exercise, which includes posture and
rehabilitation procedures; the performance of tests and neasurenents of
neuronuscul ar function as an aid to the diagnosis or treatnent of any
human condition; performance of treatnents on the basis of test
findings after consultation with and periodic review by an authori zed
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health care practitioner except as provided in RCW 18.74.012;

supervision of selective fornms of treatnent by trained supportive
personnel; and provision of consultative services for health,

education, and community agencies. The use of Roentgen rays and radi um
for diagnostic and therapeutic purposes, the use of electricity for
surgi cal purposes, including cauterization, and the use of spinal

mani pul ation or manipulative nobilization of the spine and its
i mredi ate articulations, are not included under the term "physica

t herapy"” as used in this chapter.

(4) "Physical therapist" neans a person who practices physica
therapy as defined in this chapter but does not include nassage
operators as defined in RCW 18. 108. 010.

(5) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

(6) Words inporting the mascul i ne gender may be applied to fenal es.

(7) "Authorized health care practitioner” means and includes
i censed physi ci ans, ost eopat hi c physi ci ans, chiropractors,
((paturepaths)) naturopathic physicians, ((pediat+ists)) podiatric
physi ci ans and surgeons, and dentists: PROVIDED, HONEVER, That not hi ng
herein shall be construed as altering the scope of practice of such
practitioners as defined in their respective licensure | aws.

Sec. 9. RCW18.120.020 and 1996 ¢ 178 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions contained in this section shall apply throughout
this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Applicant group” includes any health professional group or
organi zation, any individual, or any other interested party which
proposes that any heal th professional group not presently regul ated be
regul ated or which proposes to substantially increase the scope of
practice of the profession.

(2) "Certificate" and "certification"” nmean a voluntary process by
whi ch a statutory regulatory entity grants recognition to an i ndi vi dual
who (a) has net certain prerequisite qualifications specified by that
regul atory entity, and (b) may assunme or use "certified" in the title
or designation to perform prescribed health professional tasks.

(3) "Grandfather clause" neans a provision in a regulatory statute
applicable to practitioners actively engaged in the regulated health
profession prior to the effective date of the regulatory statute which
exenpts the practitioners fromneeting the prerequisite qualifications
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set forth in the regulatory statute to performprescribed occupati onal
t asks.

(4) "Health professions” nmeans and includes the follow ng health
and health-related |icensed or regul ated professions and occupati ons:
Podi atric medicine and surgery under chapter 18.22 RCW chiropractic
under chapter 18.25 RCW dental hygiene under chapter 18.29 RCW
dentistry under chapter 18.32 RCW denturism under chapter 18.30 RCW
di spensing opticians under chapter 18.34 RCW hearing ((atds))
instrunents under chapter 18.35 RCW ((raturepaths)) naturopathic

physi ci ans under chapter 18.36A RCW enbal mng and funeral directing
under chapter 18.39 RCW mdw fery under chapter 18.50 RCW nursing
home adm ni stration under chapter 18.52 RCW optonetry under chapters
18.53 and 18.54 RCW ocul arists under chapter 18.55 RCW osteopathic
medi ci ne and surgery under chapters 18.57 and 18.57A RCW pharmacy
under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW nedi ci ne under chapters 18. 71 and
18. 71JA RCW energency nedicine under chapter 18.73 RCW physical
t herapy under chapter 18.74 RCW practical nurses under chapter 18.79
RCW psychol ogi sts under chapter 18.83 RCW registered nurses under
chapter 18.79 RCW occupational therapists |icensed under chapter 18.59
RCW respiratory care practitioners certified under chapter 18.89 RCW
veterinarians and ani mal technicians under chapter 18.92 RCW health
care assi stants under chapter 18.135 RCW nmssage practitioners under
chapter 18.108 RCW acupuncturists licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW
persons regi stered or certified under chapter 18.19 RCW dietitians and
nutritionists certified by chapter 18.138 RCW radiol ogic technicians
under chapter 18.84 RCW and nursing assistants registered or certified
under chapter 18.88A RCW

(5) "Inspection" neans the periodi c exam nation of practitioners by
a state agency in order to ascertain whether the practitioners’
occupation is being carried out in a fashion consistent with the public
health, safety, and welfare.

(6) "Legislative commttees of reference" neans the standing
| egi sl ative conm ttees designated by the respective rules comm ttees of
the senate and house of representatives to consider proposed
| egislation to regul ate heal th professions not previously regul at ed.

(7) "License," "licensing," and "licensure" nean permssion to
engage in a health profession which woul d ot herwi se be unlawful in the
state in the absence of the perm ssion. Alicense is granted to those
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i ndi vi dual s who neet prerequisite qualifications to performprescribed
heal t h professional tasks and for the use of a particular title.

(8) "Professional I|icense" nmeans an individual, nontransferable
aut horization to carry on a health activity based on qualifications
whi ch include: (a) G aduation froman accredited or approved program
and (b) acceptabl e perfornmance on a qualifying exam nation or series of
exam nat i ons.

(9) "Practitioner” means an individual who (a) has achieved
know edge and skill by practice, and (b) is actively engaged in a
speci fied heal th profession.

(10) "Public nenber" nmeans an individual who is not, and never was,
a nmenber of the health profession being regulated or the spouse of a
menber, or an individual who does not have and never has had a materi al
financial interest in either the rendering of the health professional
service being regulated or an activity directly related to the
pr of essi on bei ng regul at ed.

(11) "Registration"” neans the formal notification which, prior to
rendering services, a practitioner shall submt to a state agency
setting forth the name and address of the practitioner; the |ocation,
nature and operation of the health activity to be practiced; and, if
required by the regulatory entity, a description of the service to be
provi ded.

(12) "Regulatory entity"™ neans any board, comm ssion, agency,
division, or other unit or subunit of state government which regul ates
one or nore professions, occupations, industries, businesses, or other
endeavors in this state.

(13) "State agency" includes every state office, departnent, board,
comm ssion, regulatory entity, and agency of the state, and, where
provi ded by | aw, progranms and activities involving | ess than the ful
responsibility of a state agency.

Sec. 10. RCW18. 130.040 and 1996 ¢ 200 s 32 and 1996 c 81 s 5 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter applies only to the secretary and the boards and
commi ssions having jurisdictioninrelationto the professions |icensed
under the chapters specified in this section. This chapter does not
apply to any business or profession not |icensed under the chapters
specified in this section.
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(2)(a) The secretary has authority under this chapter in relation
to the follow ng professions:

(1) Dispensing opticians |icensed under chapter 18.34 RCW

(i1) ((Naturepaths)) Naturopathic physicians |icensed under chapter
18. 36A RCW

(tit) Mdw ves licensed under chapter 18.50 RCW

(tv) Cecularists |licensed under chapter 18.55 RCW

(v) Massage operators and businesses |icensed under chapter 18.108
RCW

(vi) Dental hygienists |licensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(vii) Acupuncturists licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW

(viii) Radiologic technologists certified and X-ray technicians
regi stered under chapter 18.84 RCW

(1 x) Respiratory care practitioners certified under chapter 18.89
RCW

(x) Persons registered or certified under chapter 18.19 RCW

(xi) Persons registered as nursing pool operators under chapter
18. 52C RCW

(xi1) Nursing assistants registered or certified under chapter
18. 79 RCW

(xi1i) Health care assistants certified under chapter 18.135 RCW

(xiv) Detitians and nutritionists certified under chapter 18.138
RCW

(xv) Sex offender treatnent providers certified under chapter
18. 155 RCW

(xvi) Persons licensed and certified under chapter 18. 73 RCWor RCW
18. 71. 205;

(xvii) Persons registered as adult famly hone providers and
resi dent managers under RCW 18. 48. 020; and

(xviii) Denturists licensed under chapter 18.30 RCW

(b) The boards and comm ssions having authority under this chapter
are as foll ows:

(1) The podiatric medical board as established in chapter 18.22
RCW

(1i) The chiropractic quality assurance conm ssion as established
in chapter 18.25 RCW

(ti1) The dental quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.32 RCW
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(1v) The board of hearing and speech as established in chapter
18. 35 RCW

(v) The board of examners for nursing hone admnistrators as
established in chapter 18.52 RCW

(vi) The optonetry board as established in chapter 18.54 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapter 18.53 RCW

(vii) The board of osteopathic nmedicine and surgery as established
in chapter 18.57 RCWgoverning |licenses i ssued under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW

(viii) The board of pharmacy as established in chapter 18.64 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW

(ix) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.71 RCW governing licenses and registrations issued under
chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW

(x) The board of physical therapy as established in chapter 18.74
RCW

(xi) The board of occupational therapy practice as established in
chapter 18.59 RCW

(xi1) The nursing care quality assurance conmm ssion as established
in chapter 18.79 RCWgoverning |icenses issued under that chapter;

(xiii) The exam ning board of psychology and its disciplinary
commttee as established in chapter 18.83 RCW and

(xiv) The veterinary board of governors as established in chapter
18.92 RCW

(3) In additionto the authority to discipline |license holders, the
disciplining authority has the authority to grant or deny |icenses
based on the conditions and criteria established in this chapter and
the chapters specified in subsection (2) of this section. This chapter
al so governs any investigation, hearing, or proceeding relating to
denial of licensure or issuance of a license conditioned on the
applicant’s conpliance with an order entered pursuant to RCW18. 130. 160
by the disciplining authority.

(4) Al disciplining authorities shall adopt procedures to ensure
substantially consistent application of this chapter, the Uniform
Disciplinary Act, anong the disciplining authorities listed in
subsection (2) of this section.

Sec. 11. RCW 43. 70. 470 and 1993 ¢ 492 s 277 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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The departnent may establish by rule the conditions of
participation in the liability insurance program by retired primry
care providers at clinics utilizing retired ((phystetans—|prrary—<care
providers})) primary care providers for the purposes of this section
and RCW43.70.460. These conditions shall include, but not be limted
to, the foll ow ng:

(1) The participating primary care provider associated with the
clinic shall hold a valid license to practice as a physician under
chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW a ((wnaturepath)) naturopathic physician
under chapter 18. 36A RCW a physici an assi stant under chapter 18. 71A or
18. 57A RCW an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner under chapter
18.88 RCW a dentist wunder chapter 18.32 RCW or other health
prof essionals as may be deened in short supply in the heal th personnel
resource plan under chapter 28B.125 RCW Al primary care providers
must be in conformty with current requirenents for licensure as a
retired primary care provider, including continuing education
requirenents;

(2) The participating primary care provider shall limt the scope
of practice in the clinic to primary care. Primary care shall be
[imted to noninvasive procedures and shall not include obstetrica
care, or any specialized care and treatnent. Noninvasive procedures
include injections, suturing of mnor |acerations, and incisions of
boils or superficial abscesses. Primary dental care shall be limted
to diagnosis, oral hygiene, restoration, and extractions and shall not
i ncl ude orthodontia, or other specialized care and treatnent;

(3) The provision of liability insurance coverage shall not extend
to acts outside the scope of rendering nedical services pursuant to
this section and RCW 43. 70. 460;

(4) The participating primary care provider shall limt the
provision of health care services to primarily |owinconme persons
provi ded that clinics may, but are not required to, provide nmeans tests
for eligibility as a condition for obtaining health care services;

(5) The participating primary care provider shall not accept
conpensation for providing health care services from patients served
pursuant to this section and RCW 43.70.460, nor from clinics serving
t hese patients. "Conpensation"” shall nean any renmuneration of value to
the participating primary care provider for services provided by the
primary care provider, but shall not be construed to include any
nom nal copaynments charged by the clinic, nor reinbursenent of rel ated
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expenses of a participating primary care provider authorized by the
clinic in advance of being incurred; and

(6) The use of nediation or arbitration for resol ving questions of
potential liability may be used, however any nediation or arbitration
agreenent format shall be expressed in terns cl ear enough for a person
with a sixth grade | evel of education to understand, and on a form no
| onger than one page in |ength.

~-- END ---
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