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by WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), filed 9/7/79. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080.

308-61-040 Documents supporting acquisition of vehicles. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
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Statutory Authority: RCW 46.52.115. WSR 80-02-053 (Order 573-DOL), § 308-61-110, filed 
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86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-120 Registered disposers—Procedures for taking custody. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.52.115 
and 46.80.140. WSR 82-12-037 (Order DOL 683), § 308-61-120, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 46.52.115. WSR 79-10-012 (Order 554-DOL), § 308-61-120, filed 9/7/79; Order 

Certified on 10/25/2023 Page 1



MV 174, § 308-61-120, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 
1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-130 Registered disposers—Procedures for sale. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.52.115 and 
46.80.140. WSR 82-12-037 (Order DOL 683), § 308-61-130, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-130, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 
451, § 308-61-130, filed 9/26/77; Order MV 174, § 308-61-130, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed 
by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-140 Registered disposers—Procedures after sale. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 
79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-140, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-140, filed 
10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: 
Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-150 Registered disposers—Grounds for denial, suspension, revocation—Unlawful practices. 
[Order MV 174, § 308-61-150, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), 
filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-155 Law enforcement procedures for impounding. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.52.115. WSR 
80-02-053 (Order 573-DOL), § 308-61-155, filed 1/16/80. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-155, filed 9/7/79.] Repealed by WSR 
86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-160 Law enforcement notification stickers. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 
(Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-160, filed 9/7/79.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), 
filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-165 Placing vehicles in custody. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 
553-DOL), § 308-61-165, filed 9/7/79.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 
1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-170 Vehicles impounded or taken into custody. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 
79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-170, filed 9/7/79.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order 
DLR-088), filed 1/6/86. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-180 Hearing requests. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 
308-61-180, filed 9/7/79.] Repealed by WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), filed 1/6/86. Stat-
utory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW.

308-61-200 Wreckers—Application for license. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 
82-12-038 (Order DOL 684), § 308-61-200, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-200, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 
308-61-200, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-205 Expiration of motor vehicle wrecker's license. [Statutory Authority: 1985 c 109 §§ 2, 4, 
6 and 8, RCW 46.80.140, 46.70.080 [46.79.080], 46.70.160, 46.76.070 and 46.16.225. WSR 
86-08-028 (Order DLR-091), § 308-61-205, filed 3/26/86.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 
4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-210 Wreckers—Special plates. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. 
WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-210, filed 2/25/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 82-12-038 (Order DOL 684), § 308-61-210, filed 5/27/82. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-210, filed 
9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-210, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 
4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-220 Wreckers—General procedures and requirements. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080 and 
46.80.140. WSR 87-01-005 (Order DLR-112), § 308-61-220, filed 12/5/86; WSR 82-12-038 (Or-
der DOL 684), § 308-61-220, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 
79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-220, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-220, filed 
10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-230 Wreckers—Procedures for acquiring vehicles and vehicle parts. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.55.190. WSR 90-01-060, § 308-61-230, filed 12/18/89, effective 1/18/90. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-230, filed 9/7/79; Order 
MV 451, § 308-61-230, filed 9/26/77; Order MV 174, § 308-61-230, filed 10/19/73.] Re-
pealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-240 Wreckers—Records and procedures for monthly reports. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-240, filed 
2/25/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 82-12-038 (Order DOL 684), 
§ 308-61-240, filed 5/27/82; Order MV 451, § 308-61-240, filed 9/26/77; Order MV 174, § 
308-61-240, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-250 Wreckers—Must furnish bill of sale for parts. [Order MV 451, § 308-61-250, filed 
9/26/77; Order MV 174, § 308-61-250, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 
4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-260 Wreckers—Selling used vehicles. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 
46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-260, filed 2/25/88. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 82-12-038 (Order DOL 684), § 308-61-260, filed 
5/27/82. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-260, 
filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-260, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, 
filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 
46.80.140.

308-61-270 Wreckers—Additional grounds for denial, suspension, revocation or civil fine assessment
—Unlawful practices. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 82-12-038 
(Order DOL 684), § 308-61-270, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140. WSR 
79-10-011 (Order 553-DOL), § 308-61-270, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 451, § 308-61-270, filed 
9/26/77; Order MV 174, § 308-61-270, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 
4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.
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308-61-300 Hulk hauler—Application for license. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 
(Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-300, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 451, § 308-61-300, filed 9/26/77; 
Order MV 174, § 308-61-300, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, ef-
fective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-305 Expiration of hulk hauler license. [Statutory Authority: 1985 c 109 §§ 2, 4, 6 and 8, RCW 
46.80.140, 46.70.080 [46.79.080], 46.70.160, 46.76.070 and 46.16.225. WSR 86-08-028 (Or-
der DLR-091), § 308-61-305, filed 3/26/86.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, ef-
fective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140

308-61-310 Hulk hauler—Special plates. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 
552-DOL), § 308-61-310, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 451, § 308-61-310, filed 9/26/77; Order MV 
174, § 308-61-310, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 
5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-320 Hulk hauler—General procedures and requirements. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.80.140 and 
46.79.080. WSR 82-12-038 (Order DOL 684), § 308-61-320, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-320, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 
451, § 308-61-320, filed 9/26/77; Order MV 174, § 308-61-320, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed 
by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 
46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-330 Hulk hauler—Procedures for acquiring and selling vehicles. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-330, filed 
2/25/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-330, 
filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-330, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, 
filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 
46.80.140.

308-61-340 Hulk hauler—Grounds for denial, suspension, revocation—Unlawful practices. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-340, filed 9/7/79; Or-
der MV 174, § 308-61-340, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, ef-
fective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-400 Scrap processor—Application for license. [Statutory Authority: 1985 c 109 §§ 2, 4, 6 and 
8, RCW 46.80.140, 46.70.080 [46.79.080], 46.70.160, 46.76.070 and 46.16.225. WSR 
86-08-028 (Order DLR-091), § 308-61-400, filed 3/26/86. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 82-12-038 (Order DOL 684), § 308-61-400, filed 5/27/82. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-400, filed 
9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-400, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 
4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-405 Expiration of scrap processor license. [Statutory Authority: 1985 c 109 §§ 2, 4, 6 and 8, 
RCW 46.80.140, 46.70.080 [46.79.080], 46.70.160, 46.76.070 and 46.16.225. WSR 86-08-028 
(Order DLR-091), § 308-61-405, filed 3/26/86.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, 
effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-410 Scrap processor—Special plates. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Or-
der 552-DOL), § 308-61-410, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 451, § 308-61-410, filed 9/26/77; Or-
der MV 174, § 308-61-410, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, ef-
fective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-420 Scrap processor—General procedures and requirements. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080 
and 46.80.140. WSR 87-01-005 (Order DLR-112), § 308-61-420, filed 12/5/86; WSR 82-12-038 
(Order DOL 684), § 308-61-420, filed 5/27/82. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 
79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-420, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-420, filed 
10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-430 Scrap processor—Procedures for acquiring vehicles for demolition. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-430, 
filed 2/25/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 
308-61-430, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-430, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 
93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 
and 46.80.140.

308-61-440 Scrap processor—Procedures for monthly reports. [Statutory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 
79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-440, filed 9/7/79; Order MV 174, § 308-61-440, filed 
10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

308-61-450 Scrap processor—Grounds for denial, suspension, revocation—Unlawful practices. [Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 46.79.080. WSR 79-10-010 (Order 552-DOL), § 308-61-450, filed 9/7/79; 
Order MV 174, § 308-61-450, filed 10/19/73.] Repealed by WSR 93-08-076, filed 4/6/93, ef-
fective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.79.080 and 46.80.140.

WAC 308-61-026  Definitions—Registered tow truck operator.  (1) 
"Affidavit of sale" - that document prescribed by the department and 
given to the successful bidder by the operator. The affidavit must 
state that the sale was conducted properly pursuant to chapter 46.55 
RCW and must be notarized. The affidavit may be submitted to the de-
partment with an application for certificate of title or may be used 
as a title document by a licensed auto wrecker, hulk hauler or scrap 
processor.

(2) "Secure area" - a place of safety for vehicle storage and in 
an area completely enclosed by a fence of sufficient height and con-
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struction to prevent access by the general public, with a gate which 
can be locked. The fence must be at least six feet high with at least 
two strands of barbed wire along the top, for a total combined height 
of eight feet or more. Concertina wire may be substituted for the two 
strands of barbed wire. The fencing requirement may be waived by the 
department where, due to the topography or zoning, a fence would be 
impracticable and the storage area is secure without a fence. Storage 
within an enclosed building will be considered secure and does not re-
quire a waiver. When a licensee has operator registrations under more 
than one name and owns or leases a common secure area, the areas for 
each operator registration must be segregated by a six-foot fence 
which will not require barbed wire. When two or more operators with 
different ownership share a secured area, those respective areas must 
be segregated by an eight-foot fence as described above.

Wherever practicable secure storage areas will be located on im-
proved property which is graded and illuminated at night for the safe 
keeping of stored vehicles.

(3) "Abandoned vehicle report" - is that document, prescribed by 
the department, by which the operator is to report to the department 
their possession of an abandoned vehicle.

(4) "Notice of custody and sale" - is that document, prescribed 
by the department, and sent by the operator to the registered owner, 
legal owner (lien holder), lessor and lessee giving notice of the 
amount of the operator's lien for services, place and time of public 
auction if the vehicle is not redeemed, and of the operator's right to 
seek a deficiency against the last registered owner.

(5) "Registered tow truck operator's business location" - is a 
location at which records and files necessary to conduct the business 
are kept, and where the operator can normally be contacted by the pub-
lic.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-026, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-026, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 
46.79.080 and 46.80.140. WSR 93-08-076, § 308-61-026, filed 4/6/93, 
effective 5/7/93; WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-026, filed 
2/25/88. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. WSR 86-03-011 (Order 
DLR-088), § 308-61-026, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-105  Application.  What information must be included 
in an application for registration of a tow truck operator? The appli-
cation for registration of a tow truck operator must include:

(1) A statement as to whether the applicant has previously been 
registered as such, and if so, the previous registration number and 
business name.

(2) A current listing of the towing and storage rates of the op-
erator on a form prescribed by the department.

(3) A certification from the zoning authority of jurisdiction 
that the licensee is in compliance with any land use ordinances.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-105, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-105, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-105, filed 1/6/86.]
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WAC 308-61-108  Miscellaneous licensing provisions.  (1) Stag-
gered licensing - the annual registration issued to tow truck opera-
tors shall expire on the date indicated by the director.

(2) Additional secure areas for vehicle storage - additional 
storage locations may be operated under one registration. No addition-
al bond or insurance will be required for such premises so long as 
each is covered by the bond and insurance.

(3) If an operator has more than one registered business loca-
tion, storage areas for each business location must be listed with the 
department under its registration.

(4) The department must be notified immediately, on a form provi-
ded by the department, of any change of name and/or address of any 
business location or of the addition of any location.

(5) Any change of partners or of corporate officers or members of 
limited liability companies must be immediately reported to the de-
partment in writing. A complete change in ownership requires a new 
registration except in the case of a corporation or a limited liabili-
ty company.

(6) An insurer must notify the department at least 10 days prior 
to cancellation of a policy. Following receipt of such notification 
the department must notify the registered tow truck operator by ordi-
nary mail of the effective date of the insurance cancellation and that 
cancellation of the required insurance cancels the operator's regis-
tration pursuant to RCW 46.55.030 (3)(b). This notice to the operator 
shall not affect the cancellation of the registration.

(7) For purposes of RCW 46.55.220, it shall not be necessary to 
hold a hearing to refuse a registration unless such a hearing is re-
quested.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-108, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-108, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00; WSR 90-01-060, § 308-61-108, filed 
12/18/89, effective 1/18/90. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 
46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-108, 
filed 2/25/88. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. WSR 86-03-011 
(Order DLR-088), § 308-61-108, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-115  Identification of licensee's vehicles.  How must 
a registered tow truck operator identify its vehicles?

(1) All tow vehicles to be used in the operator's business which 
are operated on the public highways, must display the licensee's oper-
ator number plus the truck number, name, city of address and current 
business telephone number. Such information must be painted or perma-
nently affixed to both sides of the vehicle. Each letter and numeral 
must be made with at least a half-inch stroke for the width and must 
be at least three inches high. See sample:

 

(2) The annual tow truck permit will be a paper cab card identi-
fying the tow truck as well as indicating the class of truck and the 
registered tow truck operator.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-115, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-115, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-115, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-125  Business hours.  What business hours must a reg-
istered tow truck operator maintain?

(1) Business hours, for purposes of inspection of business re-
cords, place of business or towing equipment, must be 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. except for weekends and holidays. Normal business hours must 
be posted at the operator's place of business.

(2) Whenever an operator is not open for business and does not 
have personnel present at the licensed location, the operator must 
post a phone number at that location for purposes of public contact 
for release of vehicles and/or personal property. An operator must 
maintain personnel who can be contacted 24 hours a day to release im-
pounded vehicles within a 60 minute period of time.

(3) Personal property must be released without charge between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excepting weekends and holidays.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-125, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-125, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-125, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-135  Miscellaneous provisions.  (1) The properly exe-
cuted written authority to tow or other evidence of lawful possession 
will take the place of current license plates or trip permits for un-
authorized or abandoned vehicles.

(2) Billing invoices must indicate the time of day when an unau-
thorized or abandoned vehicle arrived at the secure storage area.

(3) A seller's report of sale properly filed with the department 
on a form prescribed by the department shall relieve a registered own-
er from liability for costs incurred in the removal and storage of an 
unauthorized/abandoned vehicle, in addition to relieving that person 
from other liability under RCW 46.12.101, unless the transferee on the 
seller's report had no knowledge of the filing.

(4) The junk vehicle affidavit of sale as described in RCW 
46.55.230 may be used to sell a vehicle to a licensed hulk hauler, 
scrap processor, vehicle wrecking yard or it may be used as a support-
ing document for issuance of a title.

(5) A stored vehicle may be redeemed any time before the start of 
auctioning of that particular vehicle.

(6) The notification of impound is to be sent by first-class mail 
within twenty-four hours after the impound to any lessor or lessee, as 
well as to the last known registered and legal owner (lien holder) of 
the vehicle. If the department returns information indicating a change 
in vehicle possession, (example: Report of sale, wrecker, or insurance 
destroyed report) notification will also be sent to the name and ad-
dress provided by the department.

(7)(a) The written notice of the right of redemption and opportu-
nity for a hearing to contest the validity of an impoundment is to be 
sent to the registered and legal owners as described in subsection (6) 
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of this section with the twenty-four hour impoundment notice on an un-
authorized vehicle.

(b) The same notice, of the right of redemption and opportunity 
for a hearing to contest the validity of an impound, must also be giv-
en to anyone qualified under RCW 46.55.120 who attempts to redeem a 
vehicle.

(8) As the record required in RCW 46.05.150(2) [RCW 46.55.150(2)] 
the registered tow truck operator must keep a copy of its twenty-four-
hour impound notice to law enforcement.

(9) Information contained in the master log must include:
(a) The dates of impound and release of vehicles;
(b) Storage lot used if multiple lots;
(c) If impound was from public or from private property and the 

location where the vehicle was impounded;
(d) Identity of vehicle by year, make, model, license number, and 

vehicle identification number;
(e) Dates of all required notices to law enforcement and to vehi-

cle owners;
(f) Date of auction advertisement and of auction;
(g) Amount of towing and storage lien;
(h) Amount of auction proceeds;
(i) Amount of surplus funds.
Entries on the master log must be made within seventy-two hours 

following the activity being logged.
(10) In compliance with the requirements of RCW 46.55.100, as it 

relates to the reporting of abandoned vehicles after being auctioned 
by a registered tow truck operator, any tow truck company who has es-
tablished an account with the department to use the abandoned vehicle 
report-affidavit of sale through the online system must use that sys-
tem. Any report sent to the department by fax or mail will be returned 
to the appropriate tow truck company to be filed online.

Tow truck companies that have not established an account with the 
department to use the abandoned vehicle online system are encouraged 
to do so; however, they may continue to file the abandoned vehicle re-
port of sale reports via fax or through the mail.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 08-08-031, § 308-61-135, 
filed 3/25/08, effective 4/25/08; WSR 07-03-117, § 308-61-135, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07; WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-135, filed 
9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-135, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 
46.79.080 and 46.80.140. WSR 93-08-076, § 308-61-135, filed 4/6/93, 
effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 90-01-060, § 
308-61-135, filed 12/18/89, effective 1/18/90. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), 
§ 308-61-135, filed 2/25/88. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-135, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-145  Specifications and posting of signs.  How is the 
posting of signs on private and public property handled?

(1) Signs must measure at least 15" by 24" and the lettering 
thereon must be clearly visible to all who park.

(2) Signs for publicly owned or controlled parking facilities 
need to disclose that unauthorized vehicles will be impounded and must 
also disclose a phone number for redeeming a vehicle. If a registered 
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tow truck operator is used, the signs must meet the same requirements 
as in the posting of private nonresidential property.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-145, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-145, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-145, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-158  Storage of vehicles.  How must the registered tow 
truck operator handle stored vehicles?

(1) Handling and returning vehicles in substantially the same 
condition means that vehicles are to be handled with care so that 
their value is not diminished. The operator must not remove parts or 
equipment which are affixed to the vehicle.

(2) A vehicle being held for storage by agreement or being held 
under police authority, other than a suspended license impound, or 
pursuant to a writ or court order shall not be considered abandoned, 
nor shall it be processed as such. Any storage fees accrued while un-
der agreement or under police hold, other than a suspended license im-
pound, or pursuant to a writ or court order, shall not be included in 
the abandoned vehicle lien. Upon the expiration of a storage agree-
ment, the lifting of a police hold other than a suspended license im-
pound, or when the writ or court order is no longer in effect, the op-
erator must begin the unauthorized abandoned vehicle processing, in-
cluding the notification to vehicle owners by first class mail within 
twenty-four hours.

(3) When vehicles are stored pursuant to a writ or court order, 
the operator must keep evidence of the inception and termination dates 
of the writ or court order in the vehicle transaction file.

(4) When a vehicle is being held pursuant to a suspended license 
impound, and the vehicle is not redeemed even after the payment of a 
security deposit, and upon expiration of the hold, the operator must 
send the notice provided in RCW 46.55.110(2) and schedule its auction 
accordingly.

(5) Vehicles in the custody of an operator must be kept entirely 
within a secure area owned or operated under that registration.

(6) An operator must not charge for relocating vehicles between 
separate secure storage areas which he/she owns or operates.

(7) A vehicle's owner or agent may request that the operator 
store personal belongings from their vehicle for a period of thirty 
days from the date of signing a personal belongings storage request 
form. The personal belongings storage request form shall contain the 
requestor's vehicle identification number, license plate number, make, 
model, and year. The form shall also contain the RTTO company's name, 
street address, city, state and zip code where the personal belongings 
will be stored, the requestor's name and signature, and the date the 
request form was signed.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190 and 2019 c 401. WSR 19-19-039, § 
308-61-158, filed 9/12/19, effective 10/13/19. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-158, filed 9/24/02, effective 
10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-158, filed 12/10/99, effective 
1/10/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 46.80.140 and 46.79.080. 
WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-158, filed 2/25/88. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 
308-61-158, filed 1/6/86.]
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WAC 308-61-168  Disputed impound.  What should the registered tow 
truck operator do when a court hearing has been requested?

(1) Where a timely request has been made for a district or munic-
ipal court hearing and where the vehicle owner has failed to redeem 
the vehicle, the abandoned vehicle procedural requirements may be fol-
lowed, but the sale of the vehicle at public auction must not take 
place until after the court has disposed of the request.

(2) The administrative hearings officer, provided in RCW 
46.55.240 (1)(d), shall mean a hearings officer authorized by ordi-
nance or resolution of a city, town or county for the purpose of con-
ducting hearings on disputed vehicle impound cases.

(3) Operators must maintain a trust account solely for the depos-
it of funds received pending the disposition of any district court 
hearing requests.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-168, 
filed 9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-168, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 
46.79.080 and 46.80.140. WSR 93-08-076, § 308-61-168, filed 4/6/93, 
effective 5/7/93. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. WSR 
86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-168, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-175  Procedures for selling vehicles.  How should a 
registered tow truck operator properly identify a vehicle in its cus-
tody and prepare for a vehicle auction?

(1) For purposes of advertising the sale of abandoned vehicles 
the vehicle identification number must be used if no license plates 
are on the vehicle.

(2) If a vehicle in the custody of an operator is not identifia-
ble, including no license plates or registration, the operator must 
conduct an examination of the vehicle only to determine its make, mod-
el, year and vehicle identification number which must be included on 
the abandoned vehicle report to the department.

(3) If the department cannot provide owner information on a vehi-
cle after the operator submits an abandoned vehicle report, the opera-
tor may then inspect the vehicle as permitted in RCW 46.55.100(5) to 
determine whether owner information is within the vehicle.

(4) Upon inspection of the vehicle as provided in subsection (3) 
of this section the operator may return the original abandoned vehicle 
report with additional information from the inspection of the vehicle 
to assist the department in providing owner information.

(5) The department may require an inspection by the appropriate 
law enforcement agency to verify the vehicle identification number of 
an unidentified vehicle. All such information must be reported to the 
department, which will communicate with such other states as may be 
necessary to determine whether the registered and legal owner informa-
tion is available for the vehicle.

(6) After all reasonable efforts to obtain the owner information 
have proved unsuccessful, the vehicle may be disposed of in accordance 
with all procedures except that the notification to the registered and 
legal owners by certified or registered mail may be omitted. A record 
of all steps taken to locate the owner(s) of the vehicle must be kept 
by the operator for a period of three years.

(7) If the operator elects to bid at auction, that bid must be 
disclosed as such, and must not merely be an effort to set a minimum 
for other bids. If an operator is the successful bidder and the bid 
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exceeds the lien for towing and storage, the surplus funds must be re-
mitted to the department just as in any other sale. The operator can-
not elect to retain a vehicle at auction because the operator feels 
that the bidding is insufficient.

(8) The public viewing period required in RCW 46.55.130(1) must 
be held at all times during daylight hours.

(9) Auctions may be held on Saturdays or Sundays which are not 
legal holidays.

(10) Three days prior to any vehicle auction, tow companies must 
fax a listing of all vehicles, including year, make, model, and vehi-
cle identification number, to their Washington state patrol business 
inspector. If there are any changes to the list, an updated/amended 
list must also be faxed to the Washington state patrol inspector.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 07-03-117, § 308-61-175, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07; WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-175, filed 
9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-175, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00; WSR 91-20-121, § 308-61-175, filed 
9/30/91, effective 10/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190, 
46.80.140 and 46.79.080. WSR 88-06-025 (Order DLR 164), § 308-61-175, 
filed 2/25/88. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. WSR 86-03-011 
(Order DLR-088), § 308-61-175, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-185  Lien provisions.  What charges are proper for the 
registered tow truck operator to include in the towing and storage 
lien?

(1) No operator shall include any charges in the amount of the 
lien that are not specifically authorized. Subordinate charges such as 
mechanic fees or prior storage fees claimed by the operator or any 
third party shall not be allowed. All fees must be included in the 
towing and storage rates and no fees for other services shall be al-
lowed. No fee may be listed on the rate sheet for which there is no 
provision.

(2) The towing and storage lien shall not apply to personal prop-
erty not attached to and made an integral part of the vehicle.

(3) No operator shall increase the daily storage rate charged for 
an unauthorized or abandoned vehicle in his/her custody between the 
time the vehicle is impounded and then redeemed or auctioned.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-185, 
filed 12/10/99, effective 1/10/00; WSR 91-20-121, § 308-61-185, filed 
9/30/91, effective 10/31/91; WSR 90-01-060, § 308-61-185, filed 
12/18/89, effective 1/18/90. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-185, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-190  After sale.  What documentation follows the aban-
doned vehicle auction and who may claim surplus auction funds?

(1) Following the auction of an abandoned vehicle the operator 
must give to the successful bidder an affidavit of sale, as defined, 
which must disclose the amount of the lien and the amount of the suc-
cessful bid. The public auction shall terminate the ownership interest 
of prior owners, both registered owners and legal owners.

(2) The following guidelines shall apply in establishing a valid 
claim for surplus funds which have been remitted to the state as the 

Certified on 10/25/2023 Page 10



result of the auctioning of abandoned vehicles pursuant to RCW 
46.55.130 (2)(h):

(a) The claiming individual must show reasonable proof of their 
identity and the claim must be in writing and must be notarized.

(b) The claimant must have been the registered owner of the vehi-
cle as reflected in the records of the department of licensing at the 
time the vehicle was auctioned. The person indicated as purchaser on a 
seller's report of sale, pursuant to RCW 46.12.101, will be considered 
the registered owner of record for purposes of this section.

(3) The fifteen-day title transfer requirement provided for in 
RCW 46.55.130 (2)(f) shall not apply to properly licensed hulk haul-
ers, scrap processors, and wreckers who have acquired the vehicle for 
salvage purposes in accordance with chapters 46.79 and 46.80 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190. WSR 04-12-063, § 308-61-190, 
filed 5/28/04, effective 6/28/04; WSR 02-20-035, § 308-61-190, filed 
9/24/02, effective 10/25/02; WSR 00-01-058, § 308-61-190, filed 
12/10/99, effective 1/10/00; WSR 90-01-060, § 308-61-190, filed 
12/18/89, effective 1/18/90. Statutory Authority: Chapter 46.55 RCW. 
WSR 86-03-011 (Order DLR-088), § 308-61-190, filed 1/6/86.]

WAC 308-61-195  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Criteria and re-
quired information.  (1) What costs will be reimbursed? Vehicles will 
be reimbursed for qualified towing, transporting, storing, disman-
tling, and disposal costs commencing May 1, 2019, and after. Activi-
ties prior to May 1, 2019, are not reimbursable.

(2) What are the criteria for an abandoned recreational vehicle 
to be eligible for reimbursement? The vehicle must:

(a) Be impounded from public property;
(b) Be abandoned pursuant to chapter 46.55 RCW;
(c) Have the last known registered owner be unknown after a rea-

sonable effort compliant with RCW 46.55.100;
(d) Have received no bids at auction; or
(e) Be declared an abandoned junk vehicle by a law enforcement 

officer.
(3) What vehicle information must be provided to the department 

upon request for reimbursement? All required information, if known, as 
listed on the department-approved form, to include at a minimum:

(a) Vehicle identification number (VIN);
(b) Model year;
(c) Make;
(d) Model;
(e) Body style;
(f) Length;
(g) Vehicle type;
(h) Plate number; and
(i) Plate state.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190 and 46.53.010. WSR 19-11-007, § 
308-61-195, filed 5/2/19, effective 6/1/19.]

WAC 308-61-197  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Application and 
review.  (1) What is the application process?
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(a) All vehicles must first be handled through the abandoned ve-
hicle process with an abandoned vehicle report (AVR) submitted to the 
department, or through the junk vehicle affidavit process.

(b) The requestor asking for reimbursement must be one of the 
following businesses and be licensed at time of the activity in which 
requesting reimbursement:

(i) A registered tow truck operator (RTTO), as defined by RCW 
46.55.010(7);

(ii) A vehicle wrecker, as defined by RCW 46.80.010(5);
(iii) A scrap processor, as defined by RCW 46.79.010(2);
(iv) A scrap metal business, as defined by RCW 19.290.010(10).
(c) Each business must complete their process before making ap-

plication for reimbursement for that vehicle:
(i) An RTTO's process is considered complete when the vehicle is 

moved to a licensed vehicle wrecker or scrap processor for disposal. A 
written record of delivery to a licensed dismantler or authorized dis-
posal site will also be required with the abandoned recreational vehi-
cle application. A copy of that report shall be maintained in the 
RTTO's vehicle transaction file.

(ii) A vehicle wrecker, scrap processor, or scrap metal busi-
ness's process is considered complete when the vehicle has been dis-
mantled and/or destroyed in a way that no major component remains use-
able as the original vehicle. It shall be included on the wrecker 
monthly report as a destroyed vehicle and a certificate of fact 
(available on the department's website) stating that the vehicle has 
been properly and completely destroyed in such manner as to not be 
usable as a vehicle, again.

(d) A request must be submitted on a form prescribed by the de-
partment and include a copy of the original AVR, junk title affidavit 
or title or wrecker/salvage processor monthly report and complete sup-
porting documentation including written record of transport to a li-
censed dismantler or disposal site and all receipts verifying all 
costs requested for reimbursement.

(e) The RTTO, vehicle wrecker, scrap processor, or scrap metal 
business must submit their request for reimbursement by the end of the 
subsequent month following the activity.

(2) What is the review process?
(a) All requests will be reviewed and processed in the order re-

ceived.
(b) The application and all required supporting documentation 

will be reviewed for the vehicle's eligibility and completeness.
(c) Once all qualifying criteria are met, a notation will be made 

on the record for that vehicle or a new record will be created for the 
vehicle.

(d) All vehicles reviewed will be grouped by each individual 
business submitting the request and in the order received in order to 
process one monthly payment.

(e) A vehicle summary and totals will be calculated and a dis-
bursement will be ordered by the fifth business day of the following 
month.

(f) Incomplete applications will be returned to the business and 
will be eligible for reconsideration based on the new date of submis-
sion.

(3) Can I appeal an application that has been denied reimburse-
ment?

(a) Yes. If an abandoned recreational vehicle has been denied for 
reimbursement by the department, the business shall be notified by the 
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department in writing what information is required to complete the ap-
plication for reimbursement or the reasons why the vehicle failed to 
meet the required criteria. The vehicle may be resubmitted with any 
required information for additional review.

(b) If the appeal has been reviewed and the vehicle is found to 
meet all requirements for reimbursement, the vehicle will be processed 
in the current month and order the appeal was received. Disbursements 
will be made by the fifth business day of the following month.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190 and 46.53.010. WSR 19-11-007, § 
308-61-197, filed 5/2/19, effective 6/1/19.]

WAC 308-61-203  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Reimbursements. 
(1) When will the reimbursement happen? The abandoned RV program man-
ager will process all reimbursement by the fifth business day of the 
month following the month that the reimbursement was received on vehi-
cles that have met all criteria for eligibility.

(2) How/when will I get notified of the reimbursement?
(a) No confirmation of receipt for an application for reimburse-

ment will be sent on any vehicle.
(b) If a qualified business is receiving a reimbursement for any 

vehicles that have been submitted, the business will receive one pay-
ment for the total of any qualified disbursements processed during the 
prior month along with a letter of confirmation for the vehicles in-
cluded in that reimbursement.

(c) If a vehicle is not eligible for reimbursement, the depart-
ment shall notify the business of the determination in writing.

(3) What if funds for reimbursements are unavailable? The reim-
bursements are dependent upon sufficient funding within the abandoned 
recreational vehicle account. If sufficient funds are not currently 
available when an otherwise eligible request is received, the depart-
ment will hold the request in the order it was received. The depart-
ment shall notify the requestor in writing that the request is being 
held. When funding within the abandoned recreational vehicle account 
is sufficient for disbursement the department will process requests 
being held for that business in the order they were received.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190 and 46.53.010. WSR 19-11-007, § 
308-61-203, filed 5/2/19, effective 6/1/19.]

WAC 308-61-207  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Turning over col-
lections to the department.  What if funds are received through col-
lection efforts after receiving reimbursement from the department? Any 
funds received by the registered tow truck operator, wrecker, vehicle 
scrap, or scrap metal business as a result of collection activities 
shall be turned over to the department for any vehicles the business 
received reimbursements for.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.55.190 and 46.53.010. WSR 19-11-007, § 
308-61-207, filed 5/2/19, effective 6/1/19.]

WAC 308-61-215  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Rates and caps. 
At what rates will reimbursements be made?
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(1) The costs will be reimbursed at a standardized scheduled 
rate:

Item
Standard 

Rate Cap
Towing and Transport (Increment per Hour - Maximum 
Four Hours Total for Identified RV Length)
Towing up to 29' $150.00/hr. $600.00
Towing 30' and Over $220.00/hr. $888.00
Ferry Fees As Incurred $350.00
Storage (Increment per Day per RV Length - Maximum 
20 Days Total) (*May Excludes Junk Vehicles)
Standard Storage up to 29' $40.00/day $800.00
Storage 30' and Over $60.00/day $1,200.00
Dismantling and Disposal (Increment per RV Length)
30' to 46' $80.00/ft. $3,680.00
20' to 29' $75.00/ft. $2,175.00
Up to 19' $70.00/ft. $1,330.00

(2) Abandoned recreational vehicle length must be indicated by an 
annotation on the signed tow authorization, junk vehicle affidavit, 
affidavit of sale, or a certificate of fact.

(3) Total length of the recreational vehicle shall be determined 
by measuring the vehicle type as follows:

(a) Motor homes: Measured in feet of total length from the front 
bumper to the rear bumper, excluding attached storage boxes or trailer 
or tow hitches.

(b) Travel trailers: Measured in feet of total length from the 
front of the box to the rear bumper, excluding the front trailer 
tongue, attached storage boxes or any additional trailer or tow hitch-
es from rear bumper. Fifth-wheel trailers may include the front-cap.

(c) Campers: Measured in feet of total length from the front of 
the cab-over box to the rear of the box, excluding any attached stor-
age boxes or other accessories.

(4) Adjustments made to rates and caps may not be applied to pre-
viously submitted claims which already received a disbursement from 
the department.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.53.010 and 46.55.190. WSR 23-20-103, § 
308-61-215, filed 10/3/23, effective 11/3/23; WSR 19-11-007, § 
308-61-215, filed 5/2/19, effective 6/1/19.]
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