
WAC 296-809-50012  Evaluate and control hazards for safe entry. 
(1) You must evaluate and control hazards for safe entry into permit-
required confined spaces by doing all the following:

(a) Test for atmospheric hazards, in this order:
(i) Oxygen.
(ii) Combustible gases and vapors.
(iii) Toxic gases and vapors.
(b) Provide each entrant or their authorized representative an 

opportunity to observe any of the following:
(i) Preentry testing.
(ii) Subsequent testing.
(iii) Monitoring of permit-required spaces.
(c) Reevaluate the permit-required space in the presence of any 

entrant, or their authorized representative, who requests this to be 
done because they have reason to believe that the evaluation of that 
space may not have been adequate.

(d) Upon request, immediately provide each entrant or their au-
thorized representative, with the results of any testing required by 
this rule.

(e) Continuously monitor the atmosphere in areas where entrants 
are working, when isolation of the space is not feasible.

Examples include large spaces or a space that is part of a con-
tinuous system, such as a sewer.

(2) You must evaluate space conditions during entry as follows:
Table 3

Evaluating Space Conditions
You must: In order to
Test 
conditions 
before entry

Determine that acceptable entry 
conditions exist before entry is 
authorized by the entry supervisor

Test or 
evaluate space 
conditions 
during entry

Determine that acceptable entry 
conditions are being maintained during 
entry operations

Evaluate entry 
operations

Make sure entrants of more than one 
employer working at the same time in 
or around a permit-required confined 
space, do not endanger each other

[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060 
and chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 18-02-071, § 296-809-50012, filed 1/2/18, 
effective 2/5/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 
49.17.050, 49.17.060. WSR 15-24-102, § 296-809-50012, filed 12/1/15, 
effective 1/5/16; WSR 04-03-081, § 296-809-50012, filed 1/20/04, ef-
fective 5/1/04.]
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