WAC 296-20-03070 When opioid prescribing is not proper and nec-
essary care. Continuing to prescribe opioids in the absence of clini-
cally meaningful improvement in function or after the development of a
severe adverse outcome, or prescribing opioids in escalating doses to
the point of the worker developing opioid use disorder is not consid-
ered proper and necessary care in the Washington state workers' com-
pensation system (see WAC 296-20-01002 for the definition of proper
and necessary care). Further coverage of opioids under these circum-
stances is not payable.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 51.04.020 and 51.04.030. WSR 13-12-024, §
296-20-03070, filed 5/28/13, effective 7/1/13.]
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