WAC 246-851-440 Philosophy governing voluntary substance use
disorder monitoring programs. The board recognizes the need to estab-
lish a means of proactively providing early recognition and treatment
options for optometrists whose competency may be impaired due to sub-
stance use disorder. The board intends that such optometrists be trea-
ted, and their treatment monitored so that they can return to or con-
tinue to practice their profession in a way which safeguards the pub-
lic. To accomplish this the board shall approve voluntary substance
use disorder monitoring programs and shall refer optometrists impaired
by substance use disorder to approved programs as an alternative to
instituting disciplinary proceedings as defined in RCW 18.130.160.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.54.070, 18.130.050, 18.130.175, and
18.130.186. WSR 23-22-067, § 246-851-440, filed 10/25/23, effective
11/25/23. Statutory  Authority: RCW 18.54.070, 18.130.050 and

18.130.186. WSR 92-06-030 (Order 248B), § 246-851-440, filed 2/26/92,
effective 3/28/92.]
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