
WAC 173-400-730  Prevention of significant deterioration applica-
tion processing procedures.  (1) Application submittal.

(a) The applicant shall submit an application that provides com-
plete information necessary for ecology to determine compliance with 
all PSD program requirements.

(b) The applicant shall submit complete copies of its PSD appli-
cation or an application to increase a PAL, distributed in the follow-
ing manner:

(i) Three copies to ecology: Air Quality Program, P.O. Box 47600, 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600.

(ii) One copy to each of the following federal land managers:
(A) U.S. Department of the Interior - National Park Service; and
(B) U.S. Department of Agriculture - U.S. Forest Service.
(iii) One copy to the permitting authority with authority over 

the source under chapter 173-401 WAC.
(iv) One copy to EPA.
(c) Application submittal and processing for the initial request, 

renewal or expiration of a PAL under 40 C.F.R. 52.21(aa) shall be done 
as provided in 40 C.F.R. 52.21(aa)(3) through (5) (in effect on the 
date in WAC 173-400-025). Exception: Public participation must comply 
with WAC 173-400-740.

(2) Application processing.
(a) Completeness determination.
(i) Within thirty days after receiving a PSD permit application, 

ecology shall either notify the applicant in writing that the applica-
tion is complete or notify the applicant in writing of all additional 
information necessary to complete the application. Ecology may request 
additional information clarifying aspects of the application after it 
has been determined to be complete.

(ii) The effective date of the application is the date on which 
ecology notifies the applicant that the application is complete pur-
suant to (a)(i) of this subsection.

(iii) If an applicant fails or refuses to correct deficiencies in 
the application, the permit may be denied and appropriate enforcement 
action taken.

(iv) The permitting authority shall send a copy of the complete-
ness determination to the responsible federal land manager.

(b) Preparation and issuance of the preliminary determination.
(i) When the application has been determined to be complete, 

ecology shall begin developing the preliminary determination to ap-
prove or deny the application.

(ii) As expeditiously as possible after receipt of a complete ap-
plication, ecology shall provide the applicant with a preliminary de-
termination along with a technical support document and a public no-
tice.

(c) Issuance of the final determination.
(i) Ecology shall make no final decision until the public comment 

period has ended and all comments received during the public comment 
period have been considered.

(ii) Within one year of the date of receipt of the complete ap-
plication and as expeditiously as possible after the close of the pub-
lic comment period, or hearing if one is held, ecology shall prepare 
and issue the final determination.

(d) Once the PSD program set forth in WAC 173-400-700 through 
173-400-750 is incorporated into the Washington SIP, the effective 
date of a determination will be either the date of issuance of the fi-
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nal determination, or a later date if specified in the final determi-
nation.

Until the PSD program set forth in WAC 173-400-700 through 
173-400-750 is incorporated into the Washington SIP, the effective 
date of a final determination is one of the following dates:

(i) If no comments on the preliminary determination were re-
ceived, the date of issuance; or

(ii) If comments were received, thirty days after receipt of the 
final determination; or

(iii) A later date as specified within the PSD permit approval.
(3) PSD technical support document. Ecology shall develop a tech-

nical support document for each preliminary PSD determination. The 
preliminary technical support document will be updated prior to issu-
ance of the final determination to reflect changes to the final deter-
mination based on comments received. The technical support document 
shall include the following information:

(a) A brief description of the major stationary source, major 
modification, or activity subject to review;

(b) The physical location, ownership, products and processes in-
volved in the major stationary source or major modification subject to 
review;

(c) The type and quantity of pollutants proposed to be emitted 
into the air;

(d) A brief summary of the BACT options considered and the rea-
sons why the selected BACT level of control was selected;

(e) A brief summary of the basis for the permit approval condi-
tions;

(f) A statement on whether the emissions will or will not cause a 
state and national ambient air quality standard to be exceeded;

(g) The degree of increment consumption expected to result from 
the source or modification;

(h) An analysis of the impacts on air quality related values in 
federal Class I areas and other Class I areas affected by the project; 
and

(i) An analysis of the impacts of the proposed emissions on visi-
bility in any federal Class I area following the requirements in WAC 
173-400-117.

(4) Appeals. A PSD permit, any conditions contained in a PSD per-
mit, or the denial of PSD permit may be appealed to the pollution con-
trol hearings board as provided in chapter 43.21B RCW. A PSD permit 
issued under the terms of a delegation agreement can be appealed to 
the EPA's environmental appeals board as provided in 40 C.F.R. 124.13 
and 40 C.F.R. 124.19.

(5) Construction time limitations.
(a) Approval to construct or modify a major stationary source be-

comes invalid if construction is not commenced within eighteen months 
of the effective date of the approval, if construction is discontinued 
for a period of eighteen months or more, or if construction is not 
completed within a reasonable time. The time period between construc-
tion of the approved phases of a phased construction project cannot be 
extended. Each phase must commence construction within eighteen months 
of the projected and approved commencement date.

(b) Ecology may extend the eighteen-month effective period of a 
PSD permit upon a satisfactory showing that an extension is justified. 
A request to extend the effective time to begin or complete actual 
construction under a PSD permit may be submitted. The request may re-
sult from the cessation of on-site construction before completion or 
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failure to begin actual construction of the project(s) covered by the 
PSD permit.

(i) Request requirements.
(A) A written request for the extension, submitted by the PSD 

permit holder, as soon as possible prior to the expiration of the cur-
rent PSD permit.

(B) An evaluation of BACT and an updated ambient impact, includ-
ing an increment analysis, for all pollutants subject to the approval 
conditions in the PSD permit.

(ii) Duration of extensions.
(A) No single extension of time shall be longer than eighteen 

months.
(B) The cumulative time prior to beginning actual construction 

under the original PSD permit and all approved time extensions shall 
not exceed fifty-four months.

(iii) Issuance of an extension.
(A) Ecology may approve and issue an extension of the current PSD 

permit.
(B) The extension of approval shall reflect any revised BACT lim-

itations based on the evaluation of BACT presented in the request for 
extension and other information available to ecology.

(C) The issuance of an extension is subject to the public in-
volvement requirements in WAC 173-400-740.

(iv) For the extension of a PSD permit, ecology must prepare a 
technical support document consistent with WAC 173-400-730(3) only to 
the extent that those criteria apply to a request to extend the con-
struction time limitation.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.94.152, 70.94.331, 70.94.860. WSR 
16-12-099 (Order 16-01), § 173-400-730, filed 5/31/16, effective 
7/1/16. Statutory Authority: Chapter 70.94 RCW. WSR 12-24-027 (Order 
11-10), § 173-400-730, filed 11/28/12, effective 12/29/12; WSR 
11-06-060 (Order 09-01), § 173-400-730, filed 3/1/11, effective 
4/1/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 70.94.152. WSR 05-03-033 (Order 
03-07), § 173-400-730, filed 1/10/05, effective 2/10/05.]
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