
WAC 162-08-098  Findings.  (1) General. The findings document 
shall contain (a) findings of fact, and (b) an ultimate finding of 
reasonable cause or no reasonable cause for believing that an unfair 
practice has been or is being committed, or a finding on jurisdiction, 
as provided in (2) of this section.

(2) Jurisdictional dispositions. When the facts found show that 
the matter is not within the jurisdiction of the commission, the ulti-
mate finding shall be "no jurisdiction" rather than "reasonable cause" 
or "no reasonable cause." In extraordinary circumstances where the 
commission technically has jurisdiction but for overriding reasons of 
law or policy is unable to properly exercise its jurisdiction, the ul-
timate finding may be "jurisdiction declined." An example of such an 
extraordinary circumstance is a complaint against the commission it-
self.

(3) Scope of reasonable cause finding. A finding of reasonable 
cause shall specify the unfair practice found and, as nearly as possi-
ble, the person or persons against whom the unfair practice has been 
committed. If the facts show an unfair practice against a class of 
persons, the class shall be indicated to the extent possible.

(4) Action by commissioners. Findings of no reasonable cause 
shall be reported to the commissioners at a meeting, and shall there-
after stand as the action of the commission unless the commissioners 
vote to set aside a particular finding. Findings of reasonable cause 
shall be used by the staff for the purpose of endeavoring to eliminate 
the unfair practices by conference, conciliation, and persuasion. Pro-
posed findings of "no jurisdiction" or "jurisdiction declined" shall 
be reported to the commissioners and shall become commission action 
when approved by vote of the commissioners at a meeting.

(5) Effect of findings. A finding that there is or is not reason-
able cause for believing that an unfair practice has been or is being 
committed is not an adjudication of whether or not an unfair practice 
has been or is being committed.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.60.120(3). WSR 89-23-020, § 162-08-098, 
filed 11/7/89, effective 12/8/89; Order 35, § 162-08-098, filed 
9/2/77.]
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