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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2822

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Kagi, Wal sh, Lantz, Dickerson, Haler, Sullivan, Seaquist, and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the famly and juvenile court inprovenent
program anendi ng RCW 2.56.030; adding new sections to chapter 2.56
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 2.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of funds appropriated therefor, the
famly and juvenile court inprovenent grant programis created.

(1) The purpose of the program is to assist superior courts in
inproving their famly and juvenile court systens, especially in
dependency cases, with the goals of:

(a) Assuring a stable and well-trained judiciary in famly and
juvenile | aw providi ng consi stency of judicial officers hearing all of

the proceedings in a case involving one famly, especially in
dependency cases; and

(b) Ensuring judicial accountability in inplenenting specific
principles and practices for famly and juvenile court.

(2) The adm nistrator for the courts shall devel op and adm ni ster
the program subject to requirenents in section 2 of this act. As part

p. 1 2SHB 2822. SL
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of adm nistering the program the admnistrator for the courts shal
define appropriate outconme neasures, collect data, and gather
information fromcourts receiving grants.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 2.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A superior court may apply for grants from the famly and
juvenile court inprovenent grant program by submtting a |ocal
i nprovenent plan with the admnistrator for the courts. To be eligible
for grant funds, a superior court's local inprovenent plan nust neet
the criteria devel oped by the admnistrator for the courts and approved
by the board for judicial admnistration. The criteria nust be
consistent with the principles adopted for unified famly courts. At
a mninmum the criteria nmust require that the court's | ocal inprovenent
pl an neet the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Commt to a chief judge assignnment to the famly and juvenile
court for a mninmum of two years;

(b) Inplenentation of the principle of one judicial team hearing
all of the proceedings in a case involving one famly, especially in
dependency cases;

(c) Require court comm ssioners and judges assigned to famly and
juvenile court to receive a mninum of thirty hours specialized
training in topics related to famly and juvenile matters within six

months of assumng duties in famly and juvenile court. Wer e
possi bl e, courts should utilize local, statew de, and national training
foruns. A judicial officer's recorded educational history may be
applied toward the thirty-hour requirenent. The topics for training

nmust i ncl ude:
(i) Parentage;
(11) Adoption;
(1i1) Domestic relations;
(1v) Dependency and term nation of parental rights;
(v) Child devel opnent;
(vi) The inpact of child abuse and negl ect;
(vii) Domestic violence;
(viii) Substance abuse;
(i1 x) Mental health;
(x) Juvenile status offenses;

2SHB 2822. SL p. 2
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(xi) Juvenile offenders;

(xi1) Self-representation issues;

(xiii) Cultural conpetency;

(xiv) Roles of famly and juvenile court judges and comm Ssioners;
and

(d) As part of the application for grant funds, submt a spending
proposal detailing how the superior court would use the grant funds.

(2) Courts receiving grant noney nmust use the funds to inprove and
support famly and juvenile court operations based on standards
devel oped by the adm nistrator for the courts and approved by the board
for judicial admnistration. The standards nmay all ow courts to use the
funds to:

(a) Pay for famly and juvenile court training of comm ssioners and
judges or pay for pro tem conmm ssioners and judges to assist the court
whil e the conm ssioners and judges receive training;

(b) | ncr ease j udi ci al and nonj udi ci al staff, i ncl udi ng
admnistrative staff to inprove case coordination and referrals in
famly and juvenile cases, guardian ad litem volunteers or

court - appoi nted speci al advocates, security, and other staff;

(c) Inprove the court facility to better neet the needs of children
and famlies;

(d) Inprove referral and treatnent options for court participants,
i ncludi ng enhancing court facilitator prograns and famly treatnent
court and increasing the availability of alternative dispute
resol ution;

(e) Enhance existing famly and children support services funded by
the courts and expand access to social service prograns for famlies
and children ordered by the court; and

(f) Inprove or support famly and juvenile court operations in any
ot her way deened appropriate by the adm nistrator for the courts.

(3) The adm nistrator for the courts shall allocate avail abl e grant
nmoneys based upon the needs of the court as expressed in their |oca
i nprovenent plan.

(4) Money received by the superior court under this program nust be
used to suppl enent, not supplant, any other |ocal, state, and federal
funds for the court.

(5) Upon receipt of grant funds, the superior court shall submt to
the adm nistrator for the courts a spending plan detailing the use of
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funds. At the end of the fiscal year, the superior court shall submt
to the admnistrator for the courts a financial report conparing the
spendi ng plan to actual expenditures. The admnistrator for the courts
shall conpile the financial reports and submt themto the appropriate
commttees of the |egislature.

Sec. 3. RCW2.56.030 and 2007 ¢ 496 s 302 are each anended to read
as follows:

The adm ni strator for the courts shall, under the supervision and
direction of the chief justice:

(1) Exam ne the adm nistrative nethods and systens enpl oyed in the
offices of the judges, clerks, stenographers, and enployees of the
courts and make recommendations, through the chief justice, for the
i nprovenent of the sane;

(2) Examne the state of the dockets of the courts and determ ne
t he need for assistance by any court;

(3) Make recommendations to the chief justice relating to the
assi gnnent of judges where courts are in need of assistance and carry
out the direction of the chief justice as to the assignnents of judges
to counties and districts where the courts are in need of assistance;

(4) Collect and conpile statistical and other data and nmake reports
of the business transacted by the courts and transmt the sanme to the
chief justice to the end that proper action nay be taken in respect
t her et o;

(5) Prepare and submt budget estimates of state appropriations
necessary for the maintenance and operation of the judicial system and
make recommendations in respect thereto;

(6) Collect statistical and other data and nmake reports relating to
t he expenditure of public noneys, state and |ocal, for the maintenance
and operation of the judicial system and the offices connected
therew t h;

(7) OQotain reports fromclerks of courts in accordance with | aw or
rules adopted by the suprenme court of this state on cases and ot her
judicial business in which action has been del ayed beyond periods of
time specified by law or rules of court and nake report thereof to
suprene court of this state;

(8) Act as secretary of the judicial conference referred to in RCW
2.56. 060;

2SHB 2822. SL p. 4
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(9) Submt annually, as of February 1st, to the chief justice, a
report of the activities of the admnistrator's office for the
precedi ng cal endar year including activities related to courthouse
security;

(10) Admnister progranms and standards for the training and
education of judicial personnel;

(11) Examne the need for new superior court and district court
j udge positions under an objective workload analysis. The results of
the objective workload analysis shall be reviewed by the board for
judicial admnistration which shall nmke recommendations to the
| egi sl ature. It is the intent of the legislature that an objective
wor kl oad anal ysis becone the basis for creating additional district and
superior court positions, and recommendations should address that
obj ecti ve;

(12) Provide staff to the judicial retirement account plan under
chapter 2.14 RCW

(13) Attend to such other matters as may be assigned by the suprene
court of this state;

(14) Wthin available funds, develop a curriculum for a genera
under standi ng of child devel opnent, placenent, and treatnent resources,
as well as specific legal skills and know edge of relevant statutes
i ncluding chapters 13.32A, 13.34, and 13.40 RCW cases, court rules,
interviewing skills, and special needs of the abused or neglected
chil d. This curriculum shall be conpleted and nade available to al
juvenile court judges, court personnel, and service providers and be
updated yearly to reflect changes in statutes, court rules, or case
I aw;

(15) Develop, in consultation with the entities set forth in RCW
2.56.150(3), a conprehensive statew de curriculum for persons who act
as guardians ad litemunder Title 13 or 26 RCW The curricul um shal
be made available July 1, 2008, and include specialty sections on child
devel opnent, child sexual abuse, child physical abuse, child neglect,
donmestic violence, clinical and forensic investigative and interview ng
techni ques, famly reconciliation and nedi ati on services, and rel evant
statutory and legal requirenents. The curriculum shall be nade
available to all superior court judges, court personnel, and all
persons who act as guardians ad litem

p. 5 2SHB 2822. SL
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(16) Develop a curriculumfor a general understanding of crinmes of
mal i ci ous harassnent, as well as specific legal skills and know edge of
RCW 9A. 36. 080, relevant cases, court rules, and the special needs of
mal i ci ous harassnent victinms. This curriculumshall be made avail abl e
to all superior court and court of appeals judges and to all justices
of the suprene court;

(17) Develop, in consultation with the crimnal justice training
comm ssion and the conm ssions established under chapters 43.113,
43. 115, and 43.117 RCW a curriculum for a general understanding of
ethnic and cultural diversity and its inplications for working with
youth of color and their famlies. The curriculumshall be avail able
to all superior court judges and court conm ssioners assigned to
juvenile court, and other court personnel. Ethnic and cultural
diversity training shall be provided annually so as to incorporate
cultural sensitivity and awareness into the daily operation of juvenile
courts statew de

(18) Authorize the use of closed circuit television and other
el ectronic equipnent in judicial proceedings. The adm nistrator shal
promul gate necessary standards and procedures and shall provide
techni cal assistance to courts as required,

(19) Develop a Washington famly |aw handbook in accordance wth
RCW 2. 56. 180;

(20) Adm nister state funds for inproving the operation of the
courts and provide support for court coordinating councils, under the
direction of the board for judicial adm nistration;

(21) Admnister the famly and juvenile court inprovenent grant
program

(22)(a) Admnister and distribute amounts appropriated from the
equal justice subaccount under RCW 43.08.250(2) for district court
j udges’ and qualifying elected nmunicipal court judges' sal ary
contributions. The admnistrator for the courts shall develop a
distribution fornmula for these anpbunts that does not differentiate
bet ween district and el ected nunici pal court judges.

(b) A city qualifies for state contribution of elected municipa
court judges' salaries under (a) of this subsection if:

(i) The judge is serving in an elected position;

(ii) The city has established by ordinance that a full-tine judge

2SHB 2822. SL p. 6
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is conpensated at a rate equivalent to at |east ninety-five percent,
but not nore than one hundred percent, of a district court judge salary
or for a part-time judge on a pro rata basis the same equival ent; and

(iii1) The city has certified to the office of the admnistrator for
the courts that the conditions in (b)(i) and (ii) of this subsection
have been net.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and

voi d.

Passed by the House March 12, 2008.

Passed by the Senate March 11, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 1, 2008.
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