Chapter 43.21F RCW
STATE ENERGY OFFICE
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RCW 43.21F.010 Legislative findings and declaration. (1) The

legislature finds that the state needs to implement a comprehensive
energy planning process that:

(a) Is based on high quality, unbiased analysis;

(b) Engages public agencies and stakeholders in a thoughtful,
deliberative process that creates a cohesive plan that earns sustained
support of the public and organizations and institutions that will
ultimately be responsible for implementation and execution of the
plan; and

(c) Establishes policies and practices needed to ensure the
effective implementation of the strategy.

(2) The legislature further finds that energy drives the entire
modern economy from petroleum for vehicles to electricity to light
homes and power businesses. The legislature further finds that the
nation and the world have started the transition to a clean energy
economy, with significant improvements in energy efficiency and
investments in new clean and renewable energy resources and
technologies. The legislature further finds this transition may
increase or decrease energy costs and efforts should be made to
mitigate cost increases.

(3) The legislature finds and declares that it is the continuing
purpose of state government, consistent with other essential
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considerations of state policy, to foster wise and efficient energy
use and to promote energy self-sufficiency through the use of
indigenous and renewable energy sources, consistent with the promotion
of reliable energy sources, the general welfare, and the protection of
environmental quality.

(4) The legislature further declares that a successful state
energy strategy must balance three goals to:

(a) Maintain competitive energy prices that are fair and
reasonable for consumers and businesses and support our state's
continued economic success;

(b) Increase competitiveness by fostering a clean energy economy
and jobs through business and workforce development; and

(c) Meet the state's obligations to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. [2010 ¢ 271 § 401; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 108 & 1.]

Purpose—Effective date—2010 c 271: See notes following RCW
43.330.005.

Severability—1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 108: "If any provision of this
1976 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected."
[1975-"76 2nd ex.s. c 108 § 45.]

Effective date—1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 108: "This 1976 amendatory
act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety, the support of the state government and its
existing public institutions, and shall take effect March 15, 1976."
[1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 108 § 46.]

RCW 43.21F.025 Definitions. (1) "Assistant director" means the
assistant director of the department of commerce responsible for
energy policy activities;

(2) "Department" means the department of commerce;
(3) "Director" means the director of the department of commerce;
(4) "Distributor" means any person, private corporation,

partnership, individual proprietorship, utility, including investor-
owned utilities, municipal utility, public utility district, joint
operating agency, or cooperative, which engages in or is authorized to
engage in the activity of generating, transmitting, or distributing
energy in this state;

(5) "Energy" means petroleum or other liquid fuels; natural or
synthetic fuel gas; solid carbonaceous fuels; fissionable nuclear
material; electricity; solar radiation; geothermal resources;
hydropower; organic waste products; wind; tidal activity; any other
substance or process used to produce heat, light, or motion; or the
savings from nongeneration technologies, including conservation or
improved efficiency in the usage of any of the sources described in
this subsection;

(6) "Person" means an individual, partnership, joint wventure,
private or public corporation, association, firm, public service
company, political subdivision, municipal corporation, government
agency, public utility district, joint operating agency, or any other
entity, public or private, however organized; and
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(7) "State energy strategy" means the document developed and
updated by the department as allowed in RCW 43.21F.090. [2010 c 271 §
402. Prior: 2009 c 565 § 27; 1996 c 186 § 102; 1994 c 207 § 2; 1987 c
330 § 501; 1981 c 295 § 2.]

Purpose—Effective date—2010 c 271: See notes following RCW
43.330.005.

Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—1996 c
186: See notes following RCW 43.330.904.

Finding—1994 c 207: "The legislature finds that the state energy
strategy presented to the legislature in 1993 was developed by a
dedicated and talented committee of hard-working representatives of
the industries and people of this state and that the strategy document
should serve to guide energy-related policy decisions by the
legislature and other entities within this region.”™ [1994 c 207 § 1.]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330: See
notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

RCW 43.21F.045 Duties of department—Transfer of powers and
duties relating to energy education, applied research, technology
transfer, and energy efficiency in public buildings. (1) The
department shall supervise and administer energy-related activities as
specified in RCW 43.330.904 and shall advise the governor and the
legislature with respect to energy matters affecting the state.

(2) In addition to other powers and duties granted to the
department, the department shall have the following powers and duties:
(a) Prepare and update contingency plans for securing energy
infrastructure against all physical and cybersecurity threats, and for

implementation in the event of energy shortages or emergencies. The
plans shall conform to chapter 43.21G RCW and shall include procedures
for determining when these shortages or emergencies exist, the state
officers and agencies to participate in the determination, and actions
to be taken by various agencies and officers of state government in
order to reduce hardship and maintain the general welfare during these
emergencies. The department shall coordinate the activities undertaken
pursuant to this subsection with other persons. The components of
plans that require legislation for their implementation shall be
presented to the legislature in the form of proposed legislation at
the earliest practicable date. The department shall report to the
governor and the legislature on probable, imminent, and existing
energy shortages, and shall administer energy allocation and
curtailment programs in accordance with chapter 43.21G RCW.

(b) Establish and maintain a central repository in state
government for collection of existing data on energy resources,
including:

(i) Supply, demand, costs, utilization technology, projections,
and forecasts;

(ii) Comparative costs of alternative energy sources, uses, and
applications; and

(iii) Inventory data on energy research projects in the state
conducted under public and/or private auspices, and the results
thereof.
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(c) Coordinate federal energy programs appropriate for state-
level implementation, carry out such energy programs as are assigned
to i1t by the governor or the legislature, and monitor federally funded
local energy programs as required by federal or state regulations.

(d) Develop energy policy recommendations for consideration by
the governor and the legislature.

(e) Provide assistance, space, and other support as may be
necessary for the activities of the state's two representatives to the
Pacific northwest electric power and conservation planning council. To
the extent consistent with federal law, the director shall request
that Washington's councilmembers request the administrator of the
Bonneville power administration to reimburse the state for the
expenses associated with the support as provided in the Pacific
Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation Act (P.L. 96-501).

(f) Cooperate with state agencies, other governmental units, and
private interests in the prioritization and implementation of the
state energy strategy elements and on other energy matters.

(g) Serve as the official state agency responsible for
coordinating implementation of the state energy strategy.

(h) No later than December 1, 1982, and by December 1lst of each
even—-numbered year thereafter, prepare and transmit to the governor
and the appropriate committees of the legislature a report on the
implementation of the state energy strategy and other important energy
issues, as appropriate.

(1) Provide support for increasing cost-effective energy
conservation, including assisting in the removal of impediments to
timely implementation.

(7J) Provide support for the development of cost-effective energy
resources including assisting in the removal of impediments to timely
construction.

(k) Adopt rules, under chapter 34.05 RCW, necessary to carry out
the powers and duties enumerated in this chapter.

(1) Provide administrative assistance, space, and other support
as may be necessary for the activities of the energy facility site
evaluation council, as provided for in RCW 80.50.030.

(m) Appoint staff as may be needed to administer energy policy
functions and manage energy facility site evaluation council
activities. These employees are exempt from the provisions of chapter
41.06 RCW.

(3) To the extent the powers and duties set out under this
section relate to energy education, applied research, and technology
transfer programs they are transferred to Washington State University.

(4) To the extent the powers and duties set out under this
section relate to energy efficiency in public buildings they are
transferred to the department of enterprise services. [2023 ¢ 124 §
5; 2015 ¢ 225 § 73; 1996 c 186 § 103; 1994 c 207 § 4; 1990 ¢ 12 § 2;
1987 ¢ 505 & 29; 1981 c 295 § 4.]

Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—1996 c
186: See notes following RCW 43.330.904.

Finding—1994 c 207: See note following RCW 43.21F.025.

Effective date—1990 ¢ 12: See note following RCW 80.50.030.
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RCW 43.21F.055 Intervention in certain regulatory proceedings
prohibited—Application to energy facility site evaluation council—
Avoidance of duplication of activity. The department shall not
intervene in any regulatory proceeding before the Washington utilities
and transportation commission or proceedings of utilities not
regulated by the commission. Nothing in this chapter abrogates or
diminishes the functions, powers, or duties of the energy facility
site evaluation council pursuant to chapter 80.50 RCW, the utilities
and transportation commission pursuant to Title 80 RCW, or other state
or local agencies established by law.

The department shall avoid duplication of activity with other
state agencies and officers and other persons. [1996 c 186 § 104;
1981 ¢ 295 § 5.]

Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—1996 c
186: See notes following RCW 43.330.904.

RCW 43.21F.060 Additional duties and authority of department—
Obtaining information—Confidentiality, penalty—Receiving and
expending funds. In addition to the duties prescribed in RCW
43.21F.045, the department shall have the authority to:

(1) Obtain all necessary and existing information from energy
producers, suppliers, and consumers, doing business within the state
of Washington, from political subdivisions in this state, or any
person as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of chapter
43.21G RCW: PROVIDED, That if the information is available in reports
made to another state agency, the department shall obtain it from that
agency: PROVIDED FURTHER, That, to the maximum extent practicable,
informational requests to energy companies regqulated by the utilities
and transportation commission shall be channeled through the
commission and shall be accepted in the format normally used by the
companies. Such information may include but not be limited to:

(a) Sales wvolume;

(b) Forecasts of energy requirements; and

(c) Energy costs.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary,
information furnished under this subsection shall be confidential and
maintained as such, if so requested by the person providing the
information, if the information is proprietary.

It shall be unlawful to disclose such information except as
hereinafter provided. A violation shall be punishable, upon
conviction, by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars for each
offense. In addition, any person who wilfully or with criminal
negligence, as defined in RCW 9A.08.010, discloses confidential
information in violation of this subsection may be subject to removal
from office or immediate dismissal from public employment
notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary.

Nothing in this subsection prohibits the use of confidential
information to prepare statistics or other general data for
publication when it is so presented as to prevent identification of
particular persons or sources of confidential information.

(2) Receive and expend funds obtained from the federal government
or other sources by means of contracts, grants, awards, payments for
services, and other devices in support of the duties enumerated in
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this chapter. [1996 ¢ 186 § 105; 1981 ¢ 295 § 6; 1975-'"76 2nd ex.s. cC
108 § 6.]

Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—1996 c
186: See notes following RCW 43.330.904.

RCW 43.21F.062 Renewable energy facilities in coastal and
estuarine marine waters—Guidance. (1) In addition to the duties
prescribed in RCW 43.21F.045, the department must develop guidance
applicable to all state agencies for achieving a unified state
position upon matters involving the siting and operation of renewable
energy facilities in the state's coastal and estuarine marine waters.
The guidance must provide procedures for coordinating the views and
responsibilities of any state agency with jurisdiction or expertise
over the matter under consideration, which may include federal policy
proposals, activities, permits, licenses, or the extension of funding
for activities in or affecting the state's marine waters. In
developing the guidance, the director must consult with agencies with
primary responsibilities for permitting and management of marine
waters and bedlands, including the departments of natural resources,
ecology, transportation, and fish and wildlife, and the state parks
and recreation commission, the Puget Sound partnership, and the energy
facility site evaluation council. The director must also consult and
incorporate relevant information from the regional activities related
to renewable energy siting in marine waters, including those under the
west coast governors' agreement on ocean health.

(2) The director may not commence development of the guidance
until federal, private, or other nonstate funding is secured for this
activity. The director must adopt the guidance within one year of
securing such funds.

(3) This section is intended to promote consistency and multiple
agency coordination in developing positions and exercising
jurisdiction in matters involving the siting and operation of
renewable energy facilities and does not diminish or abrogate the
authority or jurisdiction of any state agency over such matters
established under any other law. [2010 c 145 § 9.]

RCW 43.21F.088 State energy strategy—Principles—Implementation.
(1) The state shall use the following principles to guide development
and implementation of the state's energy strategy and to meet the
goals of RCW 43.21F.010:

(a) Pursue all cost-effective energy efficiency and conservation
as the state's preferred energy resource, consistent with state law;

(b) Ensure that the state's energy system meets the health,
welfare, and economic needs of its citizens with particular emphasis
on meeting the needs of low-income and vulnerable populations;

(c) Maintain and enhance economic competitiveness by ensuring an
affordable and reliable supply of energy resources and by supporting
clean energy technology innovation, access to clean energy markets
worldwide, and clean energy business and workforce development;

(d) Reduce dependence on fossil fuel energy sources through
improved efficiency and development of cleaner energy sources, such as
biocenergy, low carbon energy sources, and natural gas, and leveraging

Certified on 9/1/2023 Combined Chapter 43.21F RCW Page 6



the indigenous resources of the state for the production of clean
energy;

(e) Improve efficiency of transportation energy use through
advances in vehicle technology, increased system efficiencies,
development of electricity, biofuels, and other clean fuels, and
regional transportation planning to improve transportation choices;

(f) Meet the state's statutory greenhouse gas limits and
environmental requirements as the state develops and uses energy
resources;

(g) Build on the advantage provided by the state's clean regional
electrical grid by expanding and integrating additional carbon-free
and carbon-neutral generation, and improving the transmission capacity
serving the state;

(h) Make state government a model for energy efficiency, use of
clean and renewable energy, and greenhouse gas-neutral operations; and

(1) Maintain and enhance our state's existing energy
infrastructure.

(2) The department shall:

(a) During energy shortage emergencies, give priority in the
allocation of energy resources to maintaining the public health,
safety, and welfare of the state's citizens and industry in order to
minimize adverse impacts on their physical, social, and economic well-
being;

(b) Develop and disseminate impartial and objective energy
information and analysis, while taking full advantage of the
capabilities of the state's institutions of higher education, national
laboratory, and other organizations with relevant expertise and
analytical capabilities;

(c) Actively seek to maximize federal and other nonstate funding
and support to the state for energy efficiency, renewable energy,
emerging energy technologies, and other activities of benefit to the
state's overall energy future; and

(d) Monitor the actions of all agencies of the state for
consistent implementation of the state's energy policy including
applicable statutory policies and goals relating to energy supply and
use. [2010 ¢ 271 § 403.]

Purpose—Effective date—2010 c 271: See notes following RCW
43.330.005.

RCW 43.21F.090 State energy strategy—Review and report to
legislature—Energy strategy advisory committee. (1) The department
shall review the state energy strategy by December 31, 2020, and at
least once every eight years thereafter, subject to funding provided
for this purpose, for the purpose of aligning the state energy
strategy with the requirements of RCW 43.21F.088 and chapters 19.285
and 19.405 RCW, and the emission reduction targets recommended by the
department of ecology under RCW 70A.45.040. The department must
establish an energy strategy advisory committee for each review to
provide guidance to the department in conducting the review. The
membership of the energy strategy advisory committee must consist of
the following:

(a) One person recommended by investor-owned electric utilities;

(b) One person recommended by investor-owned natural gas
utilities;
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One person employed by

pipeline serving the state;

(c)

(d) One

(e) One
utilities;

(f) One

(g) One

(h) One

(1) One

(J) One

(k) One
cities;

(1) One
counties;

(m) One

(n) One
industry;

(o) One

(p) Two

person
person

person
person
person
person
person
person

person

person
person

person

persons recommended by civic organizations,

recommended
recommended

recommended
recommended
recommended
recommended
recommended
recommended

recommended

recommended
recommended

recommended

recommended by a natural gas

suppliers of petroleum products;
municipally owned electric

public utility districts;
rural electrical cooperatives;
industrial energy users;
commercial energy users;
agricultural energy users;

the association of Washington

the Washington association of

Washington Indian tribes;
businesses in the clean energy

labor unions;

must be a representative of a civic organization that represents
vulnerable populations;

(q)
(r)
(s)

the chair's designee;

(t)

Two persons recommended by environmental organizations;
One person representing independent power producers;
The chair of the energy facility site evaluation council or

One of the representatives of the state of Washington to the

Pacific Northwest electric power and conservation planning council
selected by the governor;

(u)

the chair's designee;

(v)

The chair of the utilities and transportation commission or

One member from each of the two largest caucuses of the house

of representatives selected by the speaker of the house of

representatives;
One member from each of the two largest caucuses of the

(w)

and

senate selected by the president of the senate.

(2)

governor from citizen members.
advisory groups as necessary to assist in the development of the

strategy. The director shall provide for extensive public involvement

The chair of the advisory committee must be appointed by the
The director may establish technical

throughout the development of the strategy.

(3)

Upon completion of a public hearing regarding the advisory

committee's advice and recommendations for revisions to the energy

strategy,

a written report shall be conveyed by the department to the
governor and the appropriate legislative committees.

The energy

strategy advisory committee established under this section must be

dissolved within three months after their written report is conveyed.
2019 c 288 § 22;

[2020 ¢ 20 §

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2019 c 288:

1042;

and 19.405.901.

1996 c 186 § 106;

Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—1996 c

186:

Finding—1994 c 207:
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RCW 43.21F.400 Western interstate nuclear compact—Entered into—
Terms. The western interstate nuclear compact is hereby enacted into
law and entered into by the state of Washington as a party, and is in
full force and effect between the state and any other states joining
therein in accordance with the terms of the compact, which compact is
substantially as follows:

ARTICLE I. POLICY AND PURPOSE

The party states recognize that the proper employment of
scientific and technological discoveries and advances in nuclear and
related fields and direct and collateral application and adaptation of
processes and techniques developed in connection therewith, properly
correlated with the other resources of the region, can assist
substantially in the industrial progress of the West and the further
development of the economy of the region. They also recognize that
optimum benefit from nuclear and related scientific or technological
resources, facilities and skills requires systematic encouragement,
guidance, assistance, and promotion from the party states on a
cooperative basis. It is the policy of the party states to undertake
such cooperation on a continuing basis. It is the purpose of this
compact to provide the instruments and framework for such a
cooperative effort in nuclear and related fields, to enhance the
economy of the West and contribute to the individual and community
well-being of the region's people.

ARTICLE II. THE BOARD

(a) There is hereby created an agency of the party states to be
known as the "Western Interstate Nuclear Board" (hereinafter called
the Board). The Board shall be composed of one member from each party
state designated or appointed in accordance with the law of the state
which he represents and serving and subject to removal in accordance
with such law. Any member of the Board may provide for the discharge
of his duties and the performance of his functions thereon (either for
the duration of his membership or for any lesser period of time) by a
deputy or assistant, if the laws of his state make specific provisions
therefor. The federal government may be represented without vote if
provision is made by federal law for such representation.

(b) The Board members of the party states shall each be entitled
to one vote on the Board. No action of the Board shall be binding
unless taken at a meeting at which a majority of all members
representing the party states are present and unless a majority of the
total number of votes on the Board are cast in favor thereof.

(c) The Board shall have a seal.

(d) The Board shall elect annually, from among its members, a
chairman, a vice chairman, and a treasurer. The Board shall appoint
and fix the compensation of an Executive Director who shall serve at
its pleasure and who shall also act as Secretary, and who, together
with the Treasurer, and such other personnel as the Board may direct,
shall be bonded in such amounts as the Board may require.

(e) The Executive Director, with the approval of the Board, shall
appoint and remove or discharge such personnel as may be necessary for
the performance of the Board's functions irrespective of the civil
service, personnel or other merit system laws of any of the party
states.

(f) The Board may establish and maintain, independently or in
conjunction with any one or more of the party states, or its
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institutions or subdivisions, a suitable retirement system for its
full-time employees. Employees of the Board shall be eligible for
social security coverage in respect of old age and survivors insurance
provided that the Board takes such steps as may be necessary pursuant
to federal law to participate in such program of insurance as a
governmental agency or unit. The Board may establish and maintain or
participate in such additional programs of employee benefits as may be
appropriate.

(g) The Board may borrow, accept, or contract for the services of
personnel from any state or the United States or any subdivision or
agency thereof, from any interstate agency, or from any institution,
person, firm or corporation.

(h) The Board may accept for any of its purposes and functions
under this compact any and all donations, and grants of money,
equipment, supplies, materials and services (conditional or otherwise)
from any state or the United States or any subdivision or agency
thereof, or interstate agency, or from any institution, person, firm,
or corporation, and may receive, utilize, and dispose of the same. The
nature, amount and conditions, if any, attendant upon any donation or
grant accepted pursuant to this paragraph or upon any borrowing
pursuant to paragraph (g) of this Article, together with the identity
of the donor, grantor or lender, shall be detailed in the annual
report of the Board.

(1) The Board may establish and maintain such facilities as may
be necessary for the transacting of its business. The Board may
acquire, hold, and convey real and personal property and any interest
therein.

(j) The Board shall adopt bylaws, rules, and regulations for the
conduct of its business, and shall have the power to amend and rescind
these bylaws, rules, and regulations. The Board shall publish its
bylaws, rules, and regulations in convenient form and shall file a
copy thereof, and shall also file a copy of any amendment thereto,
with the appropriate agency or officer in each of the party states.

(k) The Board annually shall make to the governor of each party
state, a report covering the activities of the Board for the preceding
year, and embodying such recommendations as may have been adopted by
the Board, which report shall be transmitted to the legislature of
said state. The Board may issue such additional reports as it may deem
desirable.

ARTICLE III. FINANCES

(a) The Board shall submit to the governor or designated officer
or officers of each party state a budget of its estimated expenditures
for such period as may be required by the laws of that jurisdiction
for presentation to the legislature thereof.

(b) Each of the Board's budgets of estimated expenditures shall
contain specific recommendations of the amount or amounts to be
appropriated by each of the party states. Each of the Board's requests
for appropriations pursuant to a budget of estimated expenditures
shall be apportioned equally among the party states. Subject to
appropriation by their respective legislatures, the Board shall be
provided with such funds by each of the party states as are necessary
to provide the means of establishing and maintaining facilities, a
staff of personnel, and such activities as may be necessary to fulfill
the powers and duties imposed upon and entrusted to the Board.

(c) The Board may meet any of its obligations in whole or in part
with funds available to it under Article II(h) of this compact,
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provided that the Board takes specific action setting aside such funds
prior to the incurring of any obligation to be met in whole or in part
in this manner. Except where the Board makes use of funds available to
it under Article II(h) hereof, the Board shall not incur any
obligation prior to the allotment of funds by the party jurisdictions
adequate to meet the same.

(d) Any expenses and any other costs for each member of the Board
in attending Board meetings shall be met by the Board.

(e) The Board shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and
disbursements. The receipts and disbursements of the Board shall be
subject to the audit and accounting procedures established under its
bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by
the Board shall be audited yearly by a certified or licensed public
accountant and the report of the audit shall be included in and become
a part of the annual report of the Board.

(f) The accounts of the Board shall be open at any reasonable
time for inspection to persons authorized by the Board, and duly
designated representatives of governments contributing to the Board's
support.

ARTICLE IV. ADVISORY COMMITTEES

The Board may establish such advisory and technical committees as
it may deem necessary, membership on which may include but not be
limited to private citizens, expert and lay personnel, representatives
of industry, labor, commerce, agriculture, civic associations,
medicine, education, voluntary health agencies, and officials of
local, State and Federal Government, and may cooperate with and use
the services of any such committees and the organizations which they
represent in furthering any of its activities under this compact.

ARTICLE V. POWERS

The Board shall have power to—

(a) Encourage and promote cooperation among the party states in
the development and utilization of nuclear and related technologies
and their application to industry and other fields.

(b) Ascertain and analyze on a continuing basis the position of
the West with respect to the employment in industry of nuclear and
related scientific findings and technologies.

(c) Encourage the development and use of scientific advances and
discoveries in nuclear facilities, energy, materials, products, by-
products, and all other appropriate adaptations of scientific and
technological advances and discoveries.

(d) Collect, correlate, and disseminate information relating to
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, materials, and products, and
other products and processes resulting from the application of related
science and technology.

(e) Encourage the development and use of nuclear energy,
facilities, installations, and products as part of a balanced economy.

(f) Conduct, or cooperate in conducting, programs of training for
state and local personnel engaged in any aspects of:

1. Nuclear industry, medicine, or education, or the promotion or
regulation thereof.

2. Applying nuclear scientific advances or discoveries, and any
industrial commercial or other processes resulting therefrom.

3. The formulation or administration of measures designed to
promote safety in any matter related to the development, use or
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disposal of nuclear energy, materials, products, by-products,
installations, or wastes, or to safety in the production, use and
disposal of any other substances peculiarly related thereto.

(g) Organize and conduct, or assist and cooperate in organizing
and conducting, demonstrations or research in any of the scientific,
technological or industrial fields to which this compact relates.

(h) Undertake such nonregulatory functions with respect to non-
nuclear sources of radiation as may promote the economic development
and general welfare of the West.

(1) Study industrial, health, safety, and other standards, laws,
codes, rules, regulations, and administrative practices in or related
to nuclear fields.

(7) Recommend such changes in, or amendments or additions to the
laws, codes, rules, regulations, administrative procedures and
practices or local laws or ordinances of the party states or their
subdivisions in nuclear and related fields, as in its judgment may be
appropriate. Any such recommendations shall be made through the
appropriate state agency, with due consideration of the desirability
of uniformity but shall also give appropriate weight to any special
circumstances which may justify variations to meet local conditions.

(k) Consider and make recommendations designed to facilitate the
transportation of nuclear equipment, materials, products, by-products,
wastes, and any other nuclear or related substances, in such manner
and under such conditions as will make their availability or disposal
practicable on an economic and efficient basis.

(1) Consider and make recommendations with respect to the
assumption of and protection against liability actually or potentially
incurred in any phase of operations in nuclear and related fields.

(m) Advise and consult with the federal government concerning the
common position of the party states or assist party states with regard
to individual problems where appropriate in respect to nuclear and
related fields.

(n) Cooperate with the Atomic Energy Commission, the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Office of Science and
Technology, or any agencies successor thereto, any other officer or
agency of the United States, and any other governmental unit or agency
or officer thereof, and with any private persons or agencies in any of
the fields of its interest.

(o) Act as licensee, contractor or sub-contractor of the United
States Government or any party state with respect to the conduct of
any research activity requiring such license or contract and operate
such research facility or undertake any program pursuant thereto,
provided that this power shall be exercised only in connection with
the implementation of one or more other powers conferred upon the
Board by this compact.

(p) Prepare, publish and distribute (with or without charge) such
reports, bulletins, newsletters or other materials as it deems
appropriate.

(q) Ascertain from time to time such methods, practices,
circumstances, and conditions as may bring about the prevention and
control of nuclear incidents in the area comprising the party states,
to coordinate the nuclear incident prevention and control plans and
the work relating thereto of the appropriate agencies of the party
states and to facilitate the rendering of aid by the party states to
each other in coping with nuclear incidents.

The Board may formulate and, in accordance with need from time to
time, revise a regional plan or regional plans for coping with nuclear
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incidents within the territory of the party states as a whole or
within any subregion or subregions of the geographic area covered by
this compact.

Any nuclear incident plan in force pursuant to this paragraph
shall designate the official or agency in each party state covered by
the plan who shall coordinate requests for aid pursuant to Article VI
of this compact and the furnishing of aid in response thereto.

Unless the party states concerned expressly otherwise agree, the
Board shall not administer the summoning and dispatching of aid, but
this function shall be undertaken directly by the designated agencies
and officers of the party states.

However, the plan or plans of the Board in force pursuant to this
paragraph shall provide for reports to the Board concerning the
occurrence of nuclear incidents and the requests for aid on account
thereof, together with summaries of the actual working and
effectiveness of mutual aid in particular instances.

From time to time, the Board shall analyze the information
gathered from reports of aid pursuant to Article VI and such other
instances of mutual aid as may have come to its attention, so that
experience in the rendering of such aid may be available.

(r) Prepare, maintain, and implement a regional plan or regional
plans for carrying out the duties, powers, or functions conferred upon
the Board by this compact.

(s) Undertake responsibilities imposed or necessarily involved
with regional participation pursuant to such cooperative programs of
the federal government as are useful in connection with the fields
covered by this compact.

ARTICLE VI. MUTUAL AID

(a) Whenever a party state, or any state or local governmental
authorities therein, request aid from any other party state pursuant
to this compact in coping with a nuclear incident, it shall be the
duty of the requested state to render all possible aid to the
requesting state which is consonant with the maintenance of protection
of its own people.

(b) Whenever the officers or employees of any party state are
rendering outside aid pursuant to the request of another party state
under this compact, the officers or employees of such state shall,
under the direction of the authorities of the state to which they are
rendering aid, have the same powers, duties, rights, privileges and
immunities as comparable officers and employees of the state to which
they are rendering aid.

(c) No party state or its officers or employees rendering outside
aid pursuant to this compact shall be liable on account of any act or
omission on their part while so engaged, or on account of the
maintenance or use of any equipment or supplies in connection
therewith.

(d) All liability that may arise either under the laws of the
requesting state or under the laws of the aiding state or under the
laws of a third state on account of or in connection with a request
for aid, shall be assumed and borne by the requesting state.

(e) Any party state rendering outside aid pursuant to this
compact shall be reimbursed by the party state receiving such aid for
any loss or damage to, or expense incurred in the operation of any
equipment answering a request for aid, and for the cost of all
materials, transportation, wages, salaries and maintenance of
officers, employees and equipment incurred in connection with such
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requests: PROVIDED, That nothing herein contained shall prevent any
assisting party state from assuming such loss, damage, expense or
other cost or from loaning such equipment or from donating such
services to the receiving party state without charge or cost.

(f) Each party state shall provide for the payment of
compensation and death benefits to injured officers and employees and
the representatives of deceased officers and employees in case
officers or employees sustain injuries or death while rendering
outside aid pursuant to this compact, in the same manner and on the
same terms as if the injury or death were sustained within the state
by or in which the officer or employee was regularly employed.

ARTICLE VII. SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENTS

(a) To the extent that the Board has not undertaken an activity
or project which would be within its power under the provisions of
Article V of this compact, any two or more of the party states (acting
by their duly constituted administrative officials) may enter into
supplementary agreements for the undertaking and continuance of such
an activity or project. Any such agreement shall specify the purpose
or purposes; its duration and the procedure for termination thereof or
withdrawal therefrom; the method of financing and allocating the costs
of the activity or project; and such other matters as may be necessary
or appropriate.

No such supplementary agreement entered into pursuant to this
article shall become effective prior to its submission to and approval
by the Board. The Board shall give such approval unless it finds that
the supplementary agreement or activity or project contemplated
thereby is inconsistent with the provisions of this compact or a
program or activity conducted by or participated in by the Board.

(b) Unless all of the party states participate in a supplementary
agreement, any cost or costs thereof shall be borne separately by the
states party thereto. However, the Board may administer or otherwise
assist in the operation of any supplementary agreement.

(c) No party to a supplementary agreement entered into pursuant
to this article shall be relieved thereby of any obligation or duty
assumed by said party state under or pursuant to this compact, except
that timely and proper performance of such obligation or duty by means
of the supplementary agreement may be offered as performance pursuant
to the compact.

(d) The provisions of this Article shall apply to supplementary
agreements and activities thereunder, but shall not be construed to
repeal or impair any authority which officers or agencies of party
states may have pursuant to other laws to undertake cooperative
arrangements or projects.

ARTICLE VIII. OTHER LAWS AND RELATIONS

Nothing in this compact shall be construed to—

(a) Permit or require any person or other entity to avoid or
refuse compliance with any law, rule, regulation, order or ordinance
of a party state or subdivision thereof now or hereafter made, enacted
or in force.

(b) Limit, diminish, or otherwise impair jurisdiction exercised
by the Atomic Energy Commission, any agency successor thereto, or any
other federal department, agency or officer pursuant to and in
conformity with any valid and operative act of Congress; nor limit,
diminish, affect, or otherwise impair jurisdiction exercised by any
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officer or agency of a party state, except to the extent that the
provisions of this compact may provide therefor.

(c) Alter the relations between and respective internal
responsibilities of the government of a party state and its
subdivisions.

(d) Permit or authorize the Board to own or operate any facility,
reactor, or installation for industrial or commercial purposes.

ARTICLE IX. ELIGIBLE PARTIES,
ENTRY INTO FORCE AND WITHDRAWAL

(a) Any or all of the states of Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming shall be eligible to become party to this
compact.

(b) As to any eligible party state, this compact shall become
effective when its legislature shall have enacted the same into law:
PROVIDED, That it shall not become initially effective until enacted
into law by five states.

(c) Any party state may withdraw from this compact by enacting a
statute repealing the same, but no such withdrawal shall take effect
until two years after the Governor of the withdrawing state has given
notice in writing of the withdrawal to the Governors of all other
party states. No withdrawal shall affect any liability already
incurred by or chargeable to a party state prior to the time of such
withdrawal.

(d) Guam and American Samoa, or either of them may participate in
the compact to such extent as may be mutually agreed by the Board and
the duly constituted authorities of Guam or American Samoa, as the
case may be. However, such participation shall not include the
furnishing or receipt of mutual aid pursuant to Article VI, unless
that Article has been enacted or otherwise adopted so as to have the
full force and effect of law in the jurisdiction affected. Neither
Guam nor American Samoa shall be entitled to voting participation on
the Board, unless it has become a full party to the compact.

ARTICLE X. SEVERABILITY AND CONSTRUCTION

The provisions of this compact and of any supplementary agreement
entered into hereunder shall be severable and if any phrase, clause,
sentence or provision of this compact or such supplementary agreement
is declared to be contrary to the Constitution of any participating
state or of the United States or the applicability thereof to any
government, agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the
validity of the remainder of this compact or such supplementary
agreement and the applicability thereof to any government, agency,
person or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this compact
or any supplementary agreement entered into hereunder shall be held
contrary to the Constitution of any state participating therein, the
compact or such supplementary agreement shall remain in full force and
effect as to the remaining states and in full force and effect as to
the state affected as to all severable matters. The provisions of this
compact and of any supplementary agreement entered into pursuant
thereto shall be liberally construed to effectuate the purposes
thereof. [1969 ¢ 9 § 1. Formerly RCW 43.31.400.]

Severability—1969 ¢ 9: "If any provision of this act, or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
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remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1969 ¢ 9 § 6.]

RCW 43.21F.405 Western interstate nuclear compact—State board
member—Appointment, term—May designate representative. The board
member from Washington shall be appointed by and shall serve at the
pleasure of the governor. The board member may designate another
person as his or her representative to attend meetings of the board.
[2009 ¢ 549 § 5098; 1969 ¢ 9 § 2. Formerly RCW 43.31.405.]

Severability—1969 c 9: See note following RCW 43.21F.400.

RCW 43.21F.410 Western interstate nuclear compact—State and
local agencies and officers to cooperate. All departments, agencies
and officers of this state and its subdivisions are directed to
cooperate with the board in the furtherance of any of its activities
pursuant to the compact. [1969 ¢ 9 § 3. Formerly RCW 43.31.410.]

Severability—1969 c 9: See note following RCW 43.21F.400.

RCW 43.21F.415 Western interstate nuclear compact—Bylaws,
amendments to, filed with secretary of state. Pursuant to Article
IT(j) of the compact, the western interstate nuclear board shall file
copies of its bylaws and any amendments thereto with the secretary of
state of the state of Washington. [1969 ¢ 9 § 4. Formerly RCW
43.31.415.]

Severability—1969 c 9: See note following RCW 43.21F.400.

RCW 43.21F.420 Western interstate nuclear compact—Application
of state laws, benefits, when persons dispatched to another state.
The laws of the state of Washington and any benefits payable
thereunder shall apply and be payable to any persons dispatched to
another state pursuant to Article VI of the compact. If the aiding
personnel are officers or employees of the state of Washington or any
subdivisions thereof, they shall be entitled to the same workers'
compensation or other benefits in case of injury or death to which
they would have been entitled if injured or killed while engaged in
coping with a nuclear incident in their jurisdictions of regular
employment. [1987 ¢ 185 § 15; 1969 ¢ 9 § 5. Formerly RCW 43.31.420.]

Intent—Severability—1987 c 185: See notes following RCW
51.12.130.

Severability—1969 c 9: See note following RCW 43.21F.400.
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