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RCW 36.57A.010  Definitions.  The definitions set forth in this 
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise.

(1) "City" means an incorporated city or town.
(2) "City council" means the legislative body of any city or 

town.
(3) "Component city" means an incorporated city or town within a 

public transportation benefit area.
(4) "County legislative authority" means the board of county 

commissioners or the county council.
(5) "Population" means the number of residents as shown by the 

figures released for the most recent official state, federal, or 
county census, or population determination made by the office of 
financial management.

(6) "Proof of payment" means evidence of fare prepayment 
authorized by a public transportation benefit area for the use of 
buses or other modes of public transportation.

(7) "Public transportation benefit area" means a municipal 
corporation of the state of Washington created pursuant to this 
chapter.

(8) "Public transportation benefit area authority" or "authority" 
means the legislative body of a public transportation benefit area.

(9) "Public transportation improvement conference" or 
"conference" means the body established pursuant to RCW 36.57A.020 
which shall be authorized to establish, subject to the provisions of 
RCW 36.57A.030, a public transportation benefit area pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter.

(10) "Public transportation service" means the transportation of 
packages, passengers, and their incidental baggage by means other than 
by chartered bus, sight-seeing bus, together with the necessary 
passenger terminals and parking facilities or other properties 
necessary for passenger and vehicular access to and from such people 
moving systems: PROVIDED, That nothing shall prohibit an authority 
from leasing its buses to private certified carriers or prohibit the 
authority from providing school bus service. "Public transportation 
service" includes passenger-only ferry service for those public 
transportation benefit areas eligible to provide passenger-only ferry 
service under RCW 36.57A.200.  [2008 c 123 § 10; 2003 c 83 § 209; 1983 
c 65 § 1; 1979 c 151 § 40; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 11.]
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Alphabetization—2008 c 123: See note following RCW 35.58.020.
Findings—Intent—Captions, part headings not law—Severability—

Effective date—2003 c 83: See notes following RCW 36.57A.200.
Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 

following RCW 35.58.272.
Population determinations, office of financial management: Chapter 

43.62 RCW.

RCW 36.57A.011  Municipality defined.  See RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.020  Public transportation improvement conference—
Convening—Purpose—Multi-county conferences.  The county legislative 
authority of every county with a population of forty thousand or more 
shall, and the legislative authority of every other county may, within 
ninety days of July 1, 1975, and as often thereafter as it deems 
necessary, and upon thirty days prior written notice addressed to the 
legislative body of each city within the county and with thirty days 
public notice, convene a public transportation improvement conference 
to be attended by an elected representative selected by the 
legislative body of each city, within such county, and by the county 
legislative authority. Such conference shall be for the purpose of 
evaluating the need for and the desirability of the creation of a 
public transportation benefit area within certain incorporated and 
unincorporated portions of the county to provide public transportation 
services within such area. In those counties where county officials 
believe the need for public transportation service extends across 
county boundaries so as to provide public transportation service in a 
metropolitan area, the county legislative bodies of two or more 
neighboring counties may elect to convene a multi-county conference. 
In addition, countywide conferences may be convened by resolution of 
the legislative bodies of two or more cities within the county, not to 
exceed one in any twelve-month period, or a petition signed by at 
least ten percent of the registered voters in the last general 
election of the city, county or city/county areas of a proposed 
benefit area. The chair of the conference shall be elected from the 
members at large.  [1991 c 363 § 73; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 12.]

Purpose—Captions not law—1991 c 363: See notes following RCW 
2.32.180.

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.030  Establishment or change in boundaries of public 
transportation benefit area—Hearing—Notice—Procedure—Authority of 
county to terminate public transportation benefit area.  Any 
conference which finds it desirable to establish a public 
transportation benefit area or change the boundaries of any existing 
public transportation benefit area shall fix a date for a public 
hearing thereon, or the legislative bodies of any two or more 
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component cities or the county legislative body by resolution may 
require the public transportation improvement conference to fix a date 
for a public hearing thereon. Prior to the convening of the public 
hearing, the county governing body shall delineate the area of the 
county proposed to be included within the transportation benefit area, 
and shall furnish a copy of such delineation to each incorporated city 
within such area. Each city shall advise the county governing body, on 
a preliminary basis, of its desire to be included or excluded from the 
transportation benefit area by means of an ordinance adopted by the 
legislative body of that city. The county governing body shall cause 
the delineations to be revised to reflect the wishes of such 
incorporated cities. This delineation shall be considered by the 
conference at the public hearing for inclusion in the public 
transportation benefit area.

Notice of such hearing shall be published once a week for at 
least four consecutive weeks in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation within the area. The notice shall contain a description 
and map of the boundaries of the proposed public transportation 
benefit area and shall state the time and place of the hearing and the 
fact that any changes in the boundaries of the public transportation 
benefit area will be considered at such time and place. At such 
hearing or any continuation thereof, any interested person may appear 
and be heard on all matters relating to the effect of the formation of 
the proposed public transportation benefit area.

The conference may make such changes in the boundaries of the 
public transportation benefit area as they shall deem reasonable and 
proper, but may not delete any portion of the proposed area which will 
create an island of included or excluded lands, and may not delete a 
portion of any city. If the conference shall determine that any 
additional territory should be included in the public transportation 
benefit area, a second hearing shall be held and notice given in the 
same manner as for the original hearing. The conference may adjourn 
the hearing on the formation of a public transportation benefit area 
from time to time not exceeding thirty days in all.

Following the conclusion of such hearing the conference shall 
adopt a resolution fixing the boundaries of the proposed public 
transportation benefit area, declaring that the formation of the 
proposed public transportation benefit area will be conducive to the 
welfare and benefit of the persons and property therein.

Within thirty days of the adoption of such conference resolution, 
the county legislative authority of each county wherein a conference 
has established proposed boundaries of a public transportation benefit 
area, may by resolution, upon making a legislative finding that the 
proposed benefit area includes portions of the county which could not 
be reasonably expected to benefit from such benefit area or excludes 
portions of the county which could be reasonably expected to benefit 
from its creation, disapprove and terminate the establishment of such 
public transportation benefit area within such county.  [2016 c 95 § 
11; 1977 ex.s. c 44 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 13.]

Intent—2016 c 95: See note following RCW 36.62.252.
Severability—1977 ex.s. c 44: "If any provision of this 1977 

amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the 
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provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1977 
ex.s. c 44 § 7.]

Effective date—1977 ex.s. c 44: "This 1977 amendatory act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, 
and safety, the support of the state government and its existing 
public institutions, and shall take effect July 1, 1977." [1977 ex.s. 
c 44 § 8.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.040  Cities included or excluded—Boundaries—Only 
benefited areas included—One area per county, exception.  At the time 
of its formation no public transportation benefit area may include 
only a part of any city, and every city shall be either wholly 
included or wholly excluded from the boundaries of such area. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if subsequent to the 
formation of a public transportation benefit area additional area 
became or will become a part of a component city by annexation, 
merger, or otherwise, the additional area shall be included within the 
boundaries of the transportation benefit area and be subject to all 
taxes and other liabilities and obligations of the public 
transportation benefit area. The component city shall be required to 
notify the public transportation benefit area at the time the city has 
added the additional area. Furthermore, notwithstanding any other 
provisions of law except as specifically provided in this section, if 
a city that is not a component city of the public transportation 
benefit area adds area to its boundaries that is within the boundaries 
of the public transportation benefit area, the area so added shall be 
deemed to be excluded from the public transportation benefit area: 
PROVIDED, That the public transportation benefit area shall be given 
notice of the city's intention to add such area. If a city extends its 
boundaries through annexation across a county boundary line and such 
extended boundaries include areas within the public transportation 
benefit area, then the entire area of the city within the county that 
is within the public transportation benefit area shall be included 
within the public transportation benefit area boundaries. Such area of 
the city in the public transportation benefit area shall be considered 
a component city of the public transportation benefit area 
corporation.

The boundaries of any public transportation benefit area shall 
follow school district lines or election precinct lines, as far as 
practicable. Only such areas shall be included which the conference 
determines could reasonably benefit from the provision of public 
transportation services. Except as provided in RCW 36.57A.140(2), only 
one public transportation benefit area may be created in any county. 
[1992 c 16 § 1; 1991 c 318 § 15; 1983 c 65 § 2; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 
14.]

Intent—1991 c 318: "The legislature recognizes that certain 
communities have important cultural, economic, or transportation 
linkages to communities in other counties. Many public services can 
most efficiently be delivered from public agencies located in counties 
other than the county within which the community is located. It is the 
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intent of the legislature by enacting sections 15 through 17 of this 
act to further more effective public transportation linkages between 
communities, regardless of county association, in order to better 
serve state citizen needs." [1991 c 318 § 14.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.050  Governing body—Selection, qualification, number 
of members—Travel expenses, compensation.  Within sixty days of the 
establishment of the boundaries of the public transportation benefit 
area the members of the county legislative authority and the elected 
representative of each city within the area shall provide for the 
selection of the governing body of such area, the public 
transportation benefit area authority, which shall consist of elected 
officials selected by and serving at the pleasure of the governing 
bodies of component cities within the area and the county legislative 
authority of each county within the area. The members of the governing 
body of the public transportation benefit area, if the population of 
the county in which the public transportation benefit area is located 
is more than four hundred thousand and the county does not also 
contain a city with a population of seventy-five thousand or more 
operating a transit system pursuant to chapter 35.95 RCW, must be 
selected to assure proportional representation, based on population, 
of each of the component cities located within the public 
transportation benefit area and the unincorporated areas of the county 
located within the public transportation benefit area, to the extent 
possible within the restrictions placed on the size of the governing 
body of a public transportation benefit area. If necessary to assure 
such proportional representation, multiple cities may be represented 
by a single elected official from one of the cities. A majority of the 
governing board may not be selected to represent a single component 
city. If at the time a public transportation benefit area authority 
assumes the public transportation functions previously provided under 
the interlocal cooperation act (chapter 39.34 RCW) there are citizen 
positions on the governing board of the transit system, those 
positions may be retained as positions on the governing board of the 
public transportation benefit area authority.

Within such sixty-day period, any city may by resolution of its 
legislative body withdraw from participation in the public 
transportation benefit area. The county legislative authority and each 
city remaining in the public transportation benefit area may 
disapprove and prevent the establishment of any governing body of a 
public transportation benefit area if the composition thereof does not 
meet its approval.

In no case shall the governing body of a single county public 
transportation benefit area be greater than nine voting members and in 
the case of a multicounty area, fifteen voting members. Those cities 
within the public transportation benefit area and excluded from direct 
membership on the authority are hereby authorized to designate a 
member of the authority who shall be entitled to represent the 
interests of such city which is excluded from direct membership on the 
authority. The legislative body of such city shall notify the 
authority as to the determination of its authorized representative on 
the authority.
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There is one nonvoting member of the public transportation 
benefit area authority. The nonvoting member is recommended by the 
labor organization representing the public transportation employees 
within the local public transportation system. If the public 
transportation employees are represented by more than one labor 
organization, all such labor organizations shall select the nonvoting 
member by majority vote. The nonvoting member shall comply with all 
governing bylaws and policies of the authority. The chair or cochairs 
of the authority shall exclude the nonvoting member from attending any 
executive session held for the purpose of discussing negotiations with 
labor organizations. The chair or cochairs may exclude the nonvoting 
member from attending any other executive session. The requirement 
that a nonvoting member be appointed to the governing body of a public 
transportation benefit area authority does not apply to an authority 
that has no employees represented by a labor union.

Each member of the authority is eligible to be reimbursed for 
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060 and to 
receive compensation, as set by the authority, in an amount not to 
exceed forty-four dollars for each day during which the member attends 
official meetings of the authority or performs prescribed duties 
approved by the chair of the authority. Except that the authority may, 
by resolution, increase the payment of per diem compensation to each 
member from forty-four dollars up to ninety dollars per day or portion 
of a day for actual attendance at board meetings or for performance of 
other official services or duties on behalf of the authority. In no 
event may a member be compensated in any year for more than seventy-
five days, except the chair who may be paid compensation for not more 
than one hundred days: PROVIDED, That compensation shall not be paid 
to an elected official or employee of federal, state, or local 
government who is receiving regular full-time compensation from such 
government for attending meetings and performing prescribed duties of 
the authority.

The dollar thresholds established in this section must be 
adjusted for inflation by the office of financial management every 
five years, beginning January 1, 2024, based upon changes in the 
consumer price index during that time period. "Consumer price index" 
means, for any calendar year, that year's annual average consumer 
price index, for Washington state, for wage earners and clerical 
workers, all items, compiled by the bureau of labor and statistics, 
United States department of labor. If the bureau of labor and 
statistics develops more than one consumer price index for areas 
within the state, the index covering the greatest number of people, 
covering areas exclusively within the boundaries of the state, and 
including all items shall be used for the adjustments for inflation in 
this section. The office of financial management must calculate the 
new dollar threshold and transmit it to the office of the code reviser 
for publication in the Washington State Register at least one month 
before the new dollar threshold is to take effect.

A person holding office as commissioner for two or more special 
purpose districts shall receive only that per diem compensation 
authorized for one of his or her commissioner positions as 
compensation for attending an official meeting or conducting official 
services or duties while representing more than one of his or her 
districts. However, such commissioner may receive additional per diem 
compensation if approved by resolution of all boards of the affected 
commissions.  [2020 c 83 § 2; 2018 c 154 § 1; 2010 c 278 § 3; 2009 c 
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549 § 4097; 2007 c 469 § 14; 1998 c 121 § 15; 1983 c 65 § 3; 1977 
ex.s. c 44 § 2; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 15.]

Effective date—2018 c 154: "This act takes effect August 1, 
2018." [2018 c 154 § 3.]

Severability—Effective date—1977 ex.s. c 44: See notes following 
RCW 36.57A.030.

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.055  Governing body—Periodic review of composition. 
After a public transportation benefit area has been in existence for 
four years, members of the county legislative authority and the 
elected representative of each city within the boundaries of the 
public transportation benefit area shall review the composition of the 
governing body of the benefit area and change the composition of the 
governing body if the change is deemed appropriate. When determining 
if a change to the composition of the governing body is appropriate, 
the proportional representation requirements of RCW 36.57A.050 must be 
taken into consideration if the population of the county in which the 
public transportation benefit area is located is more than four 
hundred thousand and the county does not also contain a city with a 
population of seventy-five thousand or more operating a transit system 
pursuant to chapter 35.95 RCW, and the composition of the governing 
body must be changed if necessary to meet this requirement. The review 
shall be at a meeting of the designated representatives of the 
component county and cities, and the majority of those present shall 
constitute a quorum at such meeting. Twenty days notice of the meeting 
shall be given by the chief administrative officer of the public 
transportation benefit area authority. After the initial review, a 
review shall be held every four years.

If an area having a population greater than fifteen percent, or 
areas with a combined population of greater than twenty-five percent 
of the population of the existing public transportation benefit area 
as constituted at the last review meeting, annex to the public 
transportation benefit area, or if an area is added under RCW 
36.57A.140(2), the representatives of the component county and cities 
shall meet within ninety days to review and change the composition of 
the governing body, if the change is deemed appropriate. This meeting 
is in addition to the regular four-year review meeting and shall be 
conducted pursuant to the same notice requirement and quorum 
provisions of the regular review.  [2018 c 154 § 2; 1991 c 318 § 16; 
1983 c 65 § 4.]

Effective date—2018 c 154: See note following RCW 36.57A.050.
Intent—1991 c 318: See note following RCW 36.57A.040.

RCW 36.57A.060  Comprehensive plan—Development—Elements.  The 
public transportation benefit area authority authorized pursuant to 
RCW 36.57A.050 shall develop a comprehensive transit plan for the 
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area. Such plan shall include, but not be limited to the following 
elements:

(1) The levels of transit service that can be reasonably provided 
for various portions of the benefit area.

(2) The funding requirements, including local tax sources, state 
and federal funds, necessary to provide various levels of service 
within the area.

(3) The impact of such a transportation program on other transit 
systems operating within that county or adjacent counties.

(4) The future enlargement of the benefit area or the 
consolidation of such benefit area with other transit systems.  [1975 
1st ex.s. c 270 § 16.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.070  Comprehensive plan—Review.  The comprehensive 
transit plan adopted by the authority shall be reviewed by the state 
department of transportation to determine:

(1) The completeness of service to be offered and the economic 
viability of the transit system proposed in such comprehensive transit 
plan;

(2) Whether such plan integrates the proposed transportation 
system with existing transportation modes and systems that serve the 
benefit area;

(3) Whether such plan coordinates that area's system and service 
with nearby public transportation systems;

(4) Whether such plan is eligible for matching state or federal 
funds.  [2006 c 334 § 30; 1985 c 6 § 5; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 17.]

Effective date—2006 c 334: See note following RCW 47.01.051.
Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 

following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.080  General powers.  In addition to the powers 
specifically granted by this chapter a public transportation benefit 
area shall have all powers which are necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the public transportation benefit area. A public 
transportation benefit area may contract with the United States or any 
agency thereof, any state or agency thereof, any other public 
transportation benefit area, any county, city, metropolitan municipal 
corporation, special district, or governmental agency, within or 
without the state, and any private person, firm or corporation for the 
purpose of receiving gifts or grants or securing loans or advances for 
preliminary planning and feasibility studies, or for the design, 
construction or operation of transportation facilities. In addition a 
public transportation benefit area may contract with any governmental 
agency or with any private person, firm or corporation for the use by 
either contracting party of all or any part of the facilities, 
structures, lands, interests in lands, air rights over lands and 
rights-of-way of all kinds which are owned, leased or held by the 
other party and for the purpose of planning, constructing or operating 
any facility or performing any service which the public transportation 
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benefit area may be authorized to operate or perform, on such terms as 
may be agreed upon by the contracting parties. Before any contract for 
the lease or operation of any public transportation benefit area 
facilities shall be let to any private person, firm or corporation, a 
general schedule of rental rates for bus equipment with or without 
drivers shall be publicly posted applicable to all private 
certificated carriers, and for other facilities competitive bids shall 
first be called upon such notice, bidder qualifications and bid 
conditions as the public transportation benefit area authority shall 
determine.

A public transportation benefit area may sue and be sued in its 
corporate capacity in all courts and in all proceedings.  [1975 1st 
ex.s. c 270 § 18.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.090  Additional powers—Acquisition of existing 
system.  A public transportation benefit area authority shall have the 
following powers in addition to the general powers granted by this 
chapter:

(1) To prepare, adopt, and carry out a general comprehensive plan 
for public transportation service which will best serve the residents 
of the public transportation benefit area and to amend said plan from 
time to time to meet changed conditions and requirements.

(2) To acquire by purchase, condemnation, gift, or grant and to 
lease, construct, add to, improve, replace, repair, maintain, operate, 
and regulate the use of transportation facilities and properties 
within or without the public transportation benefit area or the state, 
including systems of surface, underground, or overhead railways, 
tramways, buses, or any other means of local transportation except 
taxis, and including escalators, moving sidewalks, or other people-
moving systems, passenger terminal and parking facilities and 
properties, and such other facilities and properties as may be 
necessary for passenger and vehicular access to and from such people-
moving systems, terminal and parking facilities and properties, 
together with all lands, rights-of-way, property, equipment, and 
accessories necessary for such systems and facilities. Public 
transportation facilities and properties which are owned by any city 
may be acquired or used by the public transportation benefit area 
authority only with the consent of the city council of the city owning 
such facilities. Cities are hereby authorized to convey or lease such 
facilities to a public transportation benefit area authority or to 
contract for their joint use on such terms as may be fixed by 
agreement between the city council of such city and the public 
transportation benefit area authority, without submitting the matter 
to the voters of such city.

(3) To fix rates, tolls, fares, and charges for the use of such 
facilities and to establish various routes and classes of service. 
Fares or charges may be adjusted or eliminated for any distinguishable 
class of users including, but not limited to, senior citizens, persons 
with disabilities, and students.

In the event any person holding a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity from the Washington utilities and 
transportation commission under RCW 81.68.040 has operated under such 
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certificate for a continuous period of one year prior to the date of 
certification and is offering service within the public transportation 
benefit area on the date of the certification by the county canvassing 
board that a majority of votes cast authorize a tax to be levied and 
collected by the public transportation benefit area authority, such 
authority may by purchase or condemnation acquire at the fair market 
value, from the person holding the existing certificate for providing 
the services, that portion of the operating authority and equipment 
representing the services within the area of public operation. The 
person holding such existing certificate may require the public 
transportation benefit area authority to initiate such purchase of 
those assets of such person, existing as of the date of the county 
canvassing board certification, within sixty days after the date of 
such certification.  [2020 c 274 § 18; 1981 c 25 § 4; 1977 ex.s. c 44 
§ 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 19.]

Severability—Effective date—1977 ex.s. c 44: See notes following 
RCW 36.57A.030.

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.100  Agreements with operators of local public 
transportation services—Operation without agreement prohibited—
Purchase or condemnation of assets.  Except in accordance with an 
agreement made as provided in this section or in accordance with the 
provisions of RCW 36.57A.090(3) as now or hereafter amended, upon the 
effective date on which the public transportation benefit area 
commences to perform the public transportation service, no person or 
private corporation shall operate a local public passenger 
transportation service, including passenger-only ferry service, within 
the public transportation benefit area with the exception of taxis, 
buses owned or operated by a school district or private school, and 
buses owned or operated by any corporation or organization solely for 
the purposes of the corporation or organization and for the use of 
which no fee or fare is charged.

An agreement may be entered into between the public 
transportation benefit area authority and any person or corporation 
legally operating a local public passenger transportation service, 
including passenger-only ferry service, wholly within or partly within 
and partly without the public transportation benefit area and on said 
effective date under which such person or corporation may continue to 
operate such service or any part thereof for such time and upon such 
terms and conditions as provided in such agreement. Such agreement 
shall provide for a periodic review of the terms and conditions 
contained therein. Where any such local public passenger 
transportation service, including passenger-only ferry service, will 
be required to cease to operate within the public transportation 
benefit area, the public transportation benefit area authority may 
agree with the owner of such service to purchase the assets used in 
providing such service, or if no agreement can be reached, the public 
transportation benefit area authority shall condemn such assets in the 
manner and by the same procedure as is or may be provided by law for 
the condemnation of other properties for cities of the first class, 
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except insofar as such laws may be inconsistent with the provisions of 
this chapter.

Wherever a privately owned public carrier operates wholly or 
partly within a public transportation benefit area, the Washington 
utilities and transportation commission shall continue to exercise 
jurisdiction over such operation as provided by law.  [2003 c 83 § 
210; 1977 ex.s. c 44 § 4; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 20.]

Findings—Intent—Captions, part headings not law—Severability—
Effective date—2003 c 83: See notes following RCW 36.57A.200.

Severability—Effective date—1977 ex.s. c 44: See notes following 
RCW 36.57A.030.

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.110  Powers of component city concerning passenger 
transportation transferred to benefit area—Operation of system by 
city until acquired by benefit area—Consent.  The public 
transportation benefit area shall have and exercise all rights with 
respect to the construction, acquisition, maintenance, operation, 
extension, alteration, repair, control and management of passenger 
transportation which any component city shall have been previously 
empowered to exercise and such powers shall not thereafter be 
exercised by such component cities without the consent of the public 
transportation benefit area: PROVIDED, That any city owning and 
operating a public transportation system on July 1, 1975 may continue 
to operate such system within such city until such system shall have 
been acquired by the public transportation benefit area and a public 
transportation benefit area may not acquire such system without the 
consent of the city council of such city.  [1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 
21.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.120  Acquisition of existing system—Labor contracts, 
employee rights preserved—Collective bargaining.  If a public 
transportation benefit area shall acquire any existing transportation 
system, it shall assume and observe all existing labor contracts 
relating to such system and, to the extent necessary for operation of 
facilities, all of the employees of such acquired transportation 
system whose duties are necessary to operate efficiently the 
facilities acquired shall be appointed to comparable positions to 
those which they held at the time of such transfer, and no employee or 
retired or pensioned employee of such systems shall be placed in any 
worse position with respect to pension seniority, wages, sick leave, 
vacation or other benefits that he or she enjoyed as an employee of 
such system prior to such acquisition. The public transportation 
benefit area authority shall engage in collective bargaining with the 
duly appointed representatives of any employee labor organization 
having existing contracts with the acquired transportation system and 
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may enter into labor contracts with such employee labor organization. 
[2009 c 549 § 4098; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 22.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.130  Treasurer and auditor—Powers and duties—
Transportation fund—Contribution of sums for expenses.  The treasurer 
of the county in which a public transportation benefit area authority 
is located shall be ex officio treasurer of the authority. In the case 
of a multicounty public transportation benefit area the county 
treasurer of the largest component county, by population, shall be the 
treasurer of the authority. However, the authority, by resolution, and 
upon the approval of the county treasurer, may designate some other 
person having experience in financial or fiscal matters as treasurer 
of the authority. Such a treasurer shall possess all of the powers, 
responsibilities, and duties the county treasurer possesses for a 
public transportation benefit area authority related to investing 
surplus authority funds. The authority may (and if the treasurer is 
not a county treasurer, it shall) require a bond with a surety company 
authorized to do business in the state of Washington in an amount and 
under the terms and conditions the authority, by resolution, from time 
to time finds will protect the authority against loss. The premium on 
any such bond shall be paid by the authority.

All authority funds shall be paid to the treasurer and shall be 
disbursed by the treasurer only on warrants issued by the county 
auditor, upon orders or vouchers approved by the authority. However, 
the authority may, by resolution, designate some person having 
experience in financial or fiscal matters, other than the county 
auditor, as the auditor of the authority. Such an auditor shall 
possess all of the powers, responsibilities, and duties that the 
county auditor possesses for a public transportation benefit area 
authority related to creating and maintaining funds, issuing warrants, 
and maintaining a record of receipts and disbursements.

The treasurer shall establish a "transportation fund," into which 
shall be paid all authority funds, and the treasurer shall maintain 
such special accounts as may be created by the authority into which 
shall be placed all money as the authority may, by resolution, direct.

If the treasurer of the authority is a treasurer of the county, 
all authority funds shall be deposited with the county depositary 
under the same restrictions, contracts, and security as provided for 
county depositaries. If the treasurer of the authority is some other 
person, all funds shall be deposited in such bank or banks authorized 
to do business in this state that have qualified for insured deposits 
under any federal deposit insurance act as the authority, by 
resolution, shall designate.

An authority may provide and require a reasonable bond of any 
other person handling moneys or securities of the authority, but the 
authority shall pay the premium on the bond.

The county or counties and each city or town which is included in 
the authority shall contribute such sums towards the expense for 
maintaining and operating the public transportation system as shall be 
agreed upon between them.  [1983 c 151 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 
23.]
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Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.140  Annexation of additional area.  (1) An election 
to authorize the annexation of territory contiguous to a public 
transportation benefit area may be called within the area to be 
annexed pursuant to resolution or petition in the following manner:

(a) By resolution of a public transportation benefit area 
authority when it determines that the best interests and general 
welfare of the public transportation benefit area would be served. The 
authority shall consider the question of areas to be annexed to the 
public transportation benefit area at least once every two years.

(b) By petition calling for such an election signed by at least 
four percent of the qualified voters residing within the area to be 
annexed and filed with the auditor of the county wherein the largest 
portion of the public transportation benefit area is located, and 
notice thereof shall be given to the authority. Upon receipt of such a 
petition, the auditor shall examine it and certify to the sufficiency 
of the signatures thereon.

(c) By resolution of a public transportation benefit area 
authority upon request of any city for annexation thereto.

(2) If the area proposed to be annexed is located within another 
county, the petition or resolution for annexation as set forth in 
subsection (1) of this section must be approved by the legislative 
authority of the county if the area is unincorporated or by the 
legislative authority of the city or town if the area is incorporated. 
Any annexation under this subsection must involve contiguous areas.

(3) The resolution or petition shall describe the boundaries of 
the area to be annexed. It shall require that there also be submitted 
to the electorate of the territory sought to be annexed a proposition 
authorizing the inclusion of the area within the public transportation 
benefit area and authorizing the imposition of such taxes authorized 
by law to be collected by the authority.  [1991 c 318 § 17; 1983 c 65 
§ 5; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 24.]

Intent—1991 c 318: See note following RCW 36.57A.040.
Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 

following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.150  Advanced financial support payments.  Counties 
that have established a county transportation authority pursuant to 
chapter 36.57 RCW and public transportation benefit areas that have 
been established pursuant to this chapter are eligible to receive a 
one-time advanced financial support payment from the state to assist 
in the development of the initial comprehensive transit plan required 
by RCW 36.57.070 and 36.57A.060. The amount of this support payment is 
established at one dollar per person residing within each county or 
public transportation benefit area, as determined by the office of 
financial management, but no single payment shall exceed fifty 
thousand dollars. Repayment of an advanced financial support payment 
shall be made to the public transportation account in the general fund 
or, if such account does not exist, to the general fund by each agency 
within two years of the date such advanced payment was received. Such 
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repayment shall be waived within two years of the date such advanced 
payment was received if the voters in the appropriate counties or 
public transportation benefit areas do not elect to levy and collect 
taxes enabled under authority of this chapter and RCW 35.95.040 and 
82.14.045. The state department of transportation shall provide 
technical assistance in the preparation of local transit plans, and 
administer the advanced financial support payments authorized by this 
section.  [1985 c 6 § 6; 1979 c 151 § 41; 1975 1st ex.s. c 270 § 25.]

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.160  Dissolution and liquidation.  A public 
transportation benefit area established pursuant to this chapter may 
be dissolved and its affairs liquidated when so directed by a majority 
of persons in the benefit area voting on such question. An election 
placing such question before the voters may be called in the following 
manner:

(1) By resolution of the public transportation benefit area 
authority;

(2) By resolution of the county legislative body or bodies with 
the concurrence therein by resolution of the city council of a 
component city; or

(3) By petition calling for such election signed by at least ten 
percent of the qualified voters residing within the area filed with 
the auditor of the county wherein the largest portion of the public 
transportation benefit area is located. The auditor shall examine the 
same and certify to the sufficiency of the signatures thereon: 
PROVIDED, That to be validated, signatures must have been collected 
within a ninety day period as designated by the petition sponsors.

Any dissolution of a public transportation benefit area authority 
shall be carried out in accordance with the procedures in chapter 
53.48 RCW. Any remaining deficit of the authority determined pursuant 
to RCW 53.48.080 shall be paid from the moneys collected from the tax 
source under which the authority operated.  [1977 ex.s. c 44 § 5; 1975 
1st ex.s. c 270 § 26.]

Severability—Effective date—1977 ex.s. c 44: See notes following 
RCW 36.57A.030.

Severability—Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. c 270: See notes 
following RCW 35.58.272.

RCW 36.57A.170  Rail fixed guideway public transportation system
—Safety program plan and security and emergency preparedness plan. 
(1) Each public transportation benefit area that owns or operates a 
rail fixed guideway public transportation system as defined in RCW 
81.104.015 shall submit a system safety program plan and a system 
security and emergency preparedness plan for that guideway to the 
state department of transportation by September 1, 1999, or at least 
one hundred eighty calendar days before beginning operations or 
instituting significant revisions to its plans. These plans must 
describe the public transportation benefit area's procedures for (a) 
reporting and investigating any reportable incident, accident, or 
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security breach and identifying and resolving hazards or security 
vulnerabilities discovered during planning, design, construction, 
testing, or operations, (b) developing and submitting corrective 
action plans and annual safety and security audit reports, (c) 
facilitating on-site safety and security reviews by the state 
department of transportation and the federal transit administration, 
and (d) addressing passenger and employee safety and security. The 
plans must, at a minimum, conform to the standards adopted by the 
state department of transportation as set forth in the most current 
version of the Washington state rail safety oversight program standard 
manual as it exists on March 25, 2016, or such subsequent date as may 
be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of 
this section. If required by the department, the public transportation 
benefit area shall revise its plans to incorporate the department's 
review comments within sixty days after their receipt, and resubmit 
its revised plans for review.

(2) Each public transportation benefit area shall implement and 
comply with its system safety program plan and system security and 
emergency preparedness plan. The public transportation benefit area 
shall perform internal safety and security audits to evaluate its 
compliance with the plans, and submit its audit schedule to the 
department of transportation pursuant to the requirements in the most 
current version of the Washington state rail safety oversight program 
standard manual as it exists on March 25, 2016, or such subsequent 
date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the 
purposes of this section. The public transportation benefit area shall 
prepare an annual report for its internal safety and security audits 
undertaken in the prior year and submit it to the department no later 
than February 15th. The department shall establish the requirements 
for the annual report. The contents of the annual report must include, 
at a minimum, the dates the audits were conducted, the scope of the 
audit activity, the audit findings and recommendations, the status of 
any corrective actions taken as a result of the audit activity, and 
the results of each audit in terms of the adequacy and effectiveness 
of the plans.

(3) Each public transportation benefit area shall notify the 
department of transportation, pursuant to the most current version of 
the Washington state rail safety oversight program standard manual as 
it exists on March 25, 2016, or such subsequent date as may be 
provided by the department by rule, consistent with the purposes of 
this section, any reportable incident, accident, security breach, 
hazard, or security vulnerability. The department may adopt rules 
further defining any reportable incident, accident, security breach, 
hazard, or security vulnerability. The public transportation benefit 
area shall investigate any reportable incident, accident, security 
breach, hazard, or security vulnerability and provide a written 
investigation report to the department as described in the most 
current version of the Washington state rail safety oversight program 
standard manual as it exists on March 25, 2016, or such subsequent 
date as may be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the 
purposes of this section.

(4) The system security and emergency preparedness plan required 
in subsection (1) of this section is exempt from public disclosure 
under chapter 42.56 RCW. However, the system safety program plan as 
described in this section is not subject to this exemption.  [2016 c 
33 § 6; 2007 c 422 § 5; 2005 c 274 § 271; 1999 c 202 § 5.]
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Effective date—2016 c 33: See note following RCW 81.104.115.
Effective date—1999 c 202: See note following RCW 35.21.228.

RCW 36.57A.180  Public transportation for persons with special 
needs.  (1) Effective January 1, 2001, in addition to any other 
authority granted under this chapter, a newly formed public 
transportation benefit area, or an existing public transportation 
benefit area that has not yet successfully submitted an authorizing 
proposition to the voters under RCW 82.14.045, may purchase, acquire, 
maintain, operate, or lease transportation services, equipment, and 
facilities for public transportation limited only to persons with 
special needs by any method or combination of methods provided by the 
area authority.

(2) As used in this section, "persons with special needs" means 
those persons, including their personal attendants, who because of 
physical or mental disability, income status, or age are unable to 
transport themselves or purchase transportation.

(3) The public transportation benefit area may fix, regulate, and 
control fares and rates to be charged for these transportation 
services.  [2001 c 89 § 2.]

RCW 36.57A.191  Maintenance plan.  As a condition of receiving 
state funding, a public transportation benefit area authority shall 
submit a maintenance and preservation management plan for 
certification by the department of transportation. The plan must 
inventory all transportation system assets within the direction and 
control of the authority, and provide a preservation plan based on 
lowest life-cycle cost methodologies.  [2006 c 334 § 9; 2003 c 363 § 
304.]

Effective date—2006 c 334: See note following RCW 47.01.051.
Finding—Intent—2003 c 363: See note following RCW 35.84.060.
Part headings not law—Severability—2003 c 363: See notes 

following RCW 47.28.241.

RCW 36.57A.200  Passenger-only ferry service—Authorized—
Investment plan.  A public transportation benefit area having a 
boundary located on Puget Sound may provide passenger-only ferry 
service. For the purposes of this chapter and RCW 82.14.440 and 
82.80.130, Puget Sound is considered as extending north as far as the 
Canadian border and west as far as Port Angeles. Before a benefit area 
may provide passenger-only ferry service, it must develop a passenger-
only ferry investment plan including elements to operate or contract 
for the operation of passenger-only ferry services, purchase, lease, 
or rental of ferry vessels and dock facilities for the provision of 
transit service, and identify other activities necessary to implement 
the plan. The plan must set forth terminal locations to be served, 
projected costs of providing services, and revenues to be generated 
from tolls, locally collected tax revenues, and other revenue sources. 
The plan must ensure that services provided under the plan are for the 
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benefit of the residents of the benefit area. The benefit area may use 
any of its powers to carry out this purpose, unless otherwise 
prohibited by law. In addition, the public transportation benefit area 
may enter into contracts and agreements to operate passenger-only 
ferry service and public-private partnerships and design-build, 
general contractor/construction management, or other alternative 
procurement process substantially consistent with chapter 39.10 RCW. 
[2003 c 83 § 201.]

Findings—Intent—2003 c 83: "The legislature finds that 
passenger-only ferry service is a key element to the state's 
transportation system and that it is in the interest of the state to 
ensure provision of such services. The legislature further finds that 
diminished state transportation resources require that regional and 
local authorities be authorized to develop, operate, and fund needed 
services.

The legislature recognizes that if the state eliminates 
passenger-only ferry service on one or more routes, it should provide 
an opportunity for locally sponsored service and the department of 
transportation should assist in this effort.

It is the intent of the legislature to encourage interlocal 
agreements to ensure passenger-only ferry service is reinstated on 
routes that the Washington state ferry system eliminates." [2003 c 83 
§ 101.]

Captions, part headings not law—2003 c 83: "Captions and part 
headings used in this act are not part of the law." [2003 c 83 § 401.]

Severability—2003 c 83: "If any provision of this act or its 
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected." [2003 c 83 § 402.]

Effective date—2003 c 83: "This act is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or 
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, 
and takes effect immediately [April 23, 2003]." [2003 c 83 § 403.]

RCW 36.57A.210  Passenger-only ferry service—Taxes, fees, and 
tolls.  (1) A public transportation benefit area may, as part of a 
passenger-only ferry investment plan, recommend some or all of the 
following revenue sources as provided in this chapter:

(a) A motor vehicle excise tax, as provided in RCW 82.80.130;
(b) A sales and use tax, as provided in RCW 82.14.440;
(c) Tolls for passengers and packages and, where applicable, 

parking; and
(d) Charges or licensing fees for advertising, leasing space for 

services to ferry passengers, and other revenue-generating activities.
(2) Taxes may not be imposed without an affirmative vote of the 

majority of the voters within the boundaries of the area voting on a 
single ballot proposition to both approve a passenger-only ferry 
investment plan and to approve taxes to implement the plan. Revenues 
from these taxes and fees may be used only to implement the plan and 
must be used for the benefit of the residents of the benefit area. A 
district may contract with the state department of revenue or other 
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appropriate entities for administration and collection of any of the 
taxes or charges authorized in this section.  [2003 c 83 § 202.]

Findings—Intent—Captions, part headings not law—Severability—
Effective date—2003 c 83: See notes following RCW 36.57A.200.

RCW 36.57A.215  Ferry terminal easement.  (1) A public 
transportation benefit area may obtain an easement for ferry terminal 
or docking facilities on, over, or across the beds of navigable waters 
that are under the jurisdiction of the department of natural 
resources. However, no easement payments are required for the 
easement.

(2) A public transportation benefit area may obtain an easement 
for ferry terminal or docking facilities on, over, or across harbor 
areas only when the areas are approved by the harbor line commission 
as a public place for public landings, wharves, or other public 
conveniences of commerce or navigation. No easement payments are 
required for the easement.  [2023 c 146 § 1.]

RCW 36.57A.220  Passenger-only ferry service between Kingston and 
Seattle.  A public transportation benefit area seeking grant funding 
as described in *RCW 47.01.350 for a passenger-only ferry route 
between Kingston and Seattle shall first receive approval from the 
governor after submitting a complete business plan to the governor and 
the legislature by November 1, 2007. The business plan must, at a 
minimum, include hours of operation, vessel needs, labor needs, 
proposed routes, passenger terminal facilities, passenger rates, 
anticipated federal and local funding, coordination with the 
Washington state ferry system, coordination with existing transit 
providers, long-term operation and maintenance needs, and a long-term 
financial plan.  [2007 c 223 § 1; 2006 c 332 § 8.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 47.01.350 was repealed by 2017 3rd sp.s. c 
25 § 39.

Effective date—2007 c 223: "This act is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or 
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, 
and takes effect immediately [April 27, 2007]." [2007 c 223 § 11.]

RCW 36.57A.222  Passenger-only ferry service districts—
Authorized—Investment plan—Dissolution.  (1) A governing body of a 
public transportation benefit area, located in a county that only 
borders the western side of Puget Sound with a population of more than 
two hundred thousand and contains one or more Washington state ferries 
terminals, may establish one or more passenger-only ferry service 
districts within all or a portion of the boundaries of the public 
transportation benefit area establishing the passenger-only ferry 
service district. A passenger-only ferry service district may include 
all or a portion of a city or town as long as all or a portion of the 
city or town boundaries are within the boundaries of the establishing 
public transportation benefit area. The members of the public 
transportation benefit area governing body proposing to establish the 
passenger-only ferry service district, acting ex officio and 
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independently, constitutes the governing body of the passenger-only 
ferry service district.

(2) A passenger-only ferry service district may establish, 
finance, and provide passenger-only ferry service, and associated 
services to support and augment passenger-only ferry service 
operation, within its boundaries in the same manner as authorized for 
public transportation benefit areas under this chapter.

(3) A passenger-only ferry service district constitutes a body 
corporate and possesses all the usual powers of a corporation for 
public purposes as well as all other powers that may be conferred by 
statute including, but not limited to, the authority to hire 
employees, staff, and services, to enter into contracts, to acquire, 
hold, and dispose of real and personal property, and to sue and be 
sued. Public works contract limits applicable to the public 
transportation benefit area that established the passenger-only ferry 
service district apply to the district. For purposes of this section, 
"passenger-only ferry service district" means a quasi-municipal 
corporation and independent taxing authority within the meaning of 
Article VII, section 1 of the state Constitution, and a taxing 
district within the meaning of Article VII, section 2 of the state 
Constitution, created by the legislative body of a public 
transportation benefit area.

(4) Before a passenger-only ferry service district may provide 
passenger-only ferry service, it must develop a passenger-only ferry 
investment plan, including elements: To operate or contract for the 
operation of passenger-only ferry services; to purchase, lease, or 
rent ferry vessels and dock facilities for the provision of transit 
service; and to identify other activities necessary to implement the 
plan. The plan must set forth terminal locations to be served, 
projected costs of providing services, and revenues to be generated 
from tolls, locally collected tax revenues, and other revenue sources. 
The plan must ensure that services provided under the plan are for the 
benefit of the residents of the passenger-only ferry service district. 
The passenger-only ferry service district may use any of its powers to 
carry out this purpose, unless otherwise prohibited by law. In 
addition, the passenger-only ferry service district may enter into: 
Contracts and agreements to operate passenger-only ferry service; 
public-private partnerships; and design-build, general contractor/
construction management, or other alternative procurement processes 
substantially consistent with chapter 39.10 RCW.

(5) A passenger-only ferry service district may be dissolved by a 
majority vote of the governing body when all obligations under any 
general obligation bonds issued by the passenger-only ferry service 
district have been discharged and any other contractual obligations of 
the passenger-only ferry service district have either been discharged 
or assumed by another governmental entity.  [2015 3rd sp.s. c 44 § 
313.]

Effective date—2015 3rd sp.s. c 44: See note following RCW 
46.68.395.

RCW 36.57A.224  Passenger-only ferry service districts—Revenue. 
(1) A passenger-only ferry service district may, as part of a 
passenger-only ferry investment plan, recommend some or all of the 
following revenue sources as provided in this chapter:
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(a) A sales and use tax, as authorized in RCW 82.14.445;
(b) A parking tax, as authorized in RCW 82.80.035;
(c) Tolls for passengers, packages, and, where applicable, 

parking; and
(d) Charges or licensing fees for advertising, leasing space for 

services to ferry passengers, and other revenue generating activities.
(2) Taxes may not be imposed without an affirmative vote of the 

majority of the voters within the boundaries of the passenger-only 
ferry service district voting on a single ballot proposition to both 
approve a passenger-only ferry investment plan and to approve taxes to 
implement the plan. Revenues from these taxes and fees may be used 
only to implement the plan and must be used for the benefit of the 
residents of the passenger-only ferry service district. A district 
must contract with the department of revenue for the administration 
and collection of a sales and use tax as authorized in RCW 82.14.445. 
A district may contract with other appropriate entities for the 
administration and collection of any of the other taxes or charges 
authorized in this section.  [2015 3rd sp.s. c 44 § 314.]

Effective date—2015 3rd sp.s. c 44: See note following RCW 
46.68.395.

RCW 36.57A.226  Passenger-only ferry service districts—Issuance 
of bonds.  (1) To carry out the purposes of this chapter, a passenger-
only ferry service district may issue general obligation bonds, not to 
exceed an amount, together with any other outstanding nonvoter-
approved general obligation indebtedness, equal to one and one-half 
percent of the value of the taxable property within the area, as the 
term "value of the taxable property" is defined in RCW 39.36.015. A 
passenger-only ferry service district may also issue general 
obligation bonds for capital purposes only, together with any 
outstanding general obligation indebtedness, not to exceed an amount 
equal to five percent of the value of the taxable property within the 
area, as the term "value of the taxable property" is defined in RCW 
39.36.015, when authorized by the voters of the area pursuant to 
Article VIII, section 6 of the state Constitution.

(2) General obligation bonds with a maturity in excess of twenty-
five years may not be issued. The governing body of the passenger-only 
ferry service district must by resolution determine for each general 
obligation bond issue the amount, date, terms, conditions, 
denominations, maximum fixed or variable interest rate or rates, 
maturity or maturities, redemption rights, registration privileges, 
manner of execution, manner of sale, callable provisions, if any, 
covenants, and form, including registration as to principal and 
interest, registration as to principal only, or bearer. Registration 
may include, but not be limited to: (a) A book entry system of 
recording the ownership of a bond whether or not physical bonds are 
issued, or (b) recording the ownership of a bond together with the 
requirement that the transfer of ownership may only be effected by the 
surrender of the old bond and either the reissuance of the old bond or 
the issuance of a new bond to the new owner. Facsimile signatures may 
be used on the bonds and any coupons. Refunding general obligation 
bonds may be issued in the same manner as general obligation bonds are 
issued.
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(3) Whenever general obligation bonds are issued to fund specific 
projects or enterprises that generate revenues, charges, user fees, or 
special assessments, the passenger-only ferry service district may 
specifically pledge all or a portion of the revenues, charges, user 
fees, or special assessments to refund the general obligation bonds. 
The passenger-only ferry service district may also pledge any other 
revenues that may be available to the district.

(4) In addition to general obligation bonds, a passenger-only 
ferry service district may issue revenue bonds to be issued and sold 
in accordance with chapter 39.46 RCW.  [2015 3rd sp.s. c 44 § 317.]

Effective date—2015 3rd sp.s. c 44: See note following RCW 
46.68.395.

RCW 36.57A.230  Public transportation fares—Proof of payment—
Civil infractions.  (1) Persons traveling on public transportation 
operated by a public transportation benefit area shall pay the fare 
established by the public transportation benefit area and shall 
produce proof of payment in accordance with the terms of use 
established by the public transportation benefit area. Such persons 
shall produce proof of payment when requested by a person designated 
to monitor fare payment. The required manner of producing proof of 
payment specified in the terms of use established by the public 
transportation benefit area may include, but is not limited to, 
requiring a person using an electronic fare payment card to validate 
the card by presenting the card to an electronic card reader before or 
upon entering a public transportation vehicle or a restricted fare 
paid area.

(2) The following constitute civil infractions punishable 
according to the schedule of fines and penalties established by a 
public transportation benefit area under RCW 36.57A.235:

(a) Failure to pay the required fare, except when a public 
transportation benefit area fails to meet the requirements of 
subsection (3) of this section;

(b) Failure to produce proof of payment in the manner required by 
the terms of use established by the public transportation benefit area 
including, but not limited to, the failure to produce a validated fare 
payment card when requested to do so by a person designated to monitor 
fare payment; and

(c) Failure to depart the bus or other mode of public 
transportation when requested to do so by a person designated to 
monitor fare payment.

(3) If fare payment is required before entering a transit 
vehicle, as defined in RCW 9.91.025(2)(b), or before entering a fare 
paid area in a transit facility, as defined in RCW 9.91.025(2)(a), 
signage must be conspicuously posted at the place of boarding or 
within ten feet of the nearest entrance to a transit facility that 
clearly indicates: (a) The locations where tickets or fare media may 
be purchased; and (b) that a person using an electronic fare payment 
card must present the card to an electronic card reader before 
entering a transit vehicle or before entering a restricted fare paid 
area.  [2012 c 68 § 2; 2008 c 123 § 6.]
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RCW 36.57A.235  Public transportation fares—Schedule of fines 
and penalties—Who may monitor fare payment—Administration of 
citations.  (1) A public transportation benefit area may establish, by 
resolution, a schedule of fines and penalties for civil infractions 
established in RCW 36.57A.230. Fines established shall not exceed 
those imposed for class 1 infractions under RCW 7.80.120.

(2)(a) A public transportation benefit area may designate persons 
to monitor fare payment who are equivalent to, and are authorized to 
exercise all the powers of, an enforcement officer as defined in RCW 
7.80.040. A public transportation benefit area may employ personnel to 
either monitor fare payment or contract for such services, or both.

(b) In addition to the specific powers granted to enforcement 
officers under RCW 7.80.050 and 7.80.060, persons designated to 
monitor fare payment may also take the following actions:

(i) Request proof of payment from passengers;
(ii) Request personal identification from a passenger who does 

not produce proof of payment when requested;
(iii) Issue a citation conforming to the requirements established 

in RCW 7.80.070; and
(iv) Request that a passenger leave the bus or other mode of 

public transportation when the passenger has not produced proof of 
payment after being asked to do so by a person designated to monitor 
fare payment.

(3) A public transportation benefit area shall keep records of 
citations in the manner prescribed by RCW 7.80.150. All civil 
infractions established by this section and RCW 36.57A.230 and 
36.57A.240 shall be heard and determined by a district court as 
provided in RCW 7.80.010 (1) and (4).  [2008 c 123 § 7.]

RCW 36.57A.240  Public transportation fares—Powers of law 
enforcement authorities.  RCW 36.57A.230 and 36.57A.235 do not prevent 
law enforcement authorities from prosecuting for theft, trespass, or 
other charges by any individual who:

(1) Fails to pay the required fare on more than one occasion 
within a twelve-month period;

(2) Fails to timely select one of the options for responding to 
the notice of civil infraction after receiving a statement of the 
options for responding to the notice of infraction and the procedures 
necessary to exercise these options; or

(3) Fails to depart the bus or other mode of public 
transportation when requested to do so by a person designated to 
monitor fare payment.  [2008 c 123 § 8.]

RCW 36.57A.245  Public transportation fares—Powers and authority 
are supplemental to other laws.  The powers and authority conferred by 
RCW 36.57A.230 through 36.57A.240 shall be construed as in addition 
and supplemental to powers or authority conferred by any other law, 
and nothing contained therein shall be construed as limiting any other 
powers or authority of any public agency.  [2008 c 123 § 9.]

RCW 36.57A.250  Supplemental transportation improvements.  If the 
legislative authority of a city provides or contracts for supplemental 
transportation improvements, as described in RCW 35.21.925 or under 
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chapter 36.73 RCW, a public transportation benefit area serving the 
city or border jurisdictions shall coordinate its services with the 
supplemental transportation improvements to maximize efficiencies in 
public transportation services within and across service boundaries. 
[2010 c 251 § 5.]

RCW 36.57A.260  Green electrolytic hydrogen and renewable 
hydrogen—Power to produce, distribute, and use.  (1) A public 
transportation benefit area authority may:

(a) Produce, distribute, and use green electrolytic hydrogen and 
renewable hydrogen for internal operations;

(b) Produce, distribute for sale, or sell green electrolytic 
hydrogen and renewable hydrogen at wholesale or to an end-use 
customer; and

(c)(i) Sell green electrolytic hydrogen and renewable hydrogen at 
wholesale or to an end-use customer to or through facilities that 
distribute, compress, store, liquefy, or dispense green electrolytic 
hydrogen or renewable hydrogen for end use as a transportation fuel.

(ii) For the purposes of (c)(i) of this subsection, public 
transportation benefit areas may own, operate, or own and operate 
pipelines or dispensing facilities for green electrolytic hydrogen or 
renewable hydrogen for end use as a transportation fuel if all such 
pipelines and dispensing facilities are: (A) Located in the area where 
the public transportation benefit area is authorized to provide public 
transportation service; (B) located within the county where the public 
transportation benefit area is authorized to provide public 
transportation service and are service connected; or (C) located 
within the county where the public transportation benefit area is 
authorized to provide public transportation service and are pursuant 
to a partnership or agreement with one or more public or private 
partners.

(2) Nothing in this section authorizes a public transportation 
benefit area to sell green electrolytic hydrogen or renewable hydrogen 
delivered by pipeline to an end-use customer of a gas company.

(3) Nothing in this section subjects public transportation 
benefit areas to the jurisdiction of the utilities and transportation 
commission, except that the utilities and transportation commission 
may administer and enforce state and federal pipeline safety 
requirements, as authorized in chapter 81.88 RCW, including applicable 
fees payable to the utilities and transportation commission.

(4) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this 
section unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(a) "Green electrolytic hydrogen" has the same meaning provided 
in RCW 54.04.190.

(b) "Renewable hydrogen" has the same meaning provided in RCW 
54.04.190.

(c) "Gas company" has the same meaning provided in RCW 80.04.010. 
[2023 c 234 § 1.]
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