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RCW 28A.655.005 Findings. The legislature finds that the
purpose of Washington's accountability system is to improve student
learning and student achievement of the essential academic learning
requirement standards so that each individual student will be given
the opportunity to become a responsible citizen and successfully live,
learn, and work in the twenty-first century. To achieve this purpose,
the accountability system should be based on student achievement and
continuous improvement at all levels of Washington's education system
and on a fundamental principle that all public school students have
access to curriculum and instruction that is aligned to the standards.
The legislature further finds that the accountability system
should rely on local responsibility and leadership. Districts and
schools should be expected to improve and be evaluated based on their
improvement over time. Districts should recognize exceptional progress
and work closely with schools needing assistance.
The legislature further finds that the accountability system must
be simple to use and understand. Consequences must be predictable and
fair. Differences among students, schools, and districts should be
recognized and respected as the system is implemented. There should be
a balance of each student's right to privacy and the public's right to
know the overall levels of learning and achievement at the school,
district, and state levels. In addition, the accountability system
should be continuously reviewed and improved as more is learned about
how schools operate to meet the learning needs of Washington's
students. [1999 c 388 § 1.]
RCW 28A.655.006 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 c 45 § 50.]
Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.
RCW 28A.655.010 Washington commission on student learning—
Definitions. Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the
definitions in this section apply throughout RCW *28A.630.885 and
28A.300.130.
(1) "Commission" means the commission on student learning created
in *RCW 28A.630.885.
(2) "Student learning goals" mean[s] the goals established in RCW
28A.150.210.
(3) "Essential academic learning requirements" means more
specific academic and technical skills and knowledge, based on the
student learning goals, as determined under *RCW 28A.630.885(3)(a).
Essential academic learning requirements shall not limit the
instructional strategies used by schools or school districts or
require the use of specific curriculum.
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(4) "Performance standards" or "standards" means the criteria
used to determine if a student has successfully learned the specific
knowledge or skill being assessed as determined under *RCW
28A.630.885(3)(b). The standards should be set at internationally
competitive levels.
(5) "Assessment system" or "student assessment system" means a
series of assessments used to determine if students have successfully
learned the essential academic learning requirements. The assessment
system shall be developed under *RCW 28A.630.885(3)(b).
(6) "Performance-based education system" means an education
system in which a significantly greater emphasis is placed on how well
students are learning, and significantly less emphasis is placed on
state-level laws and rules that dictate how instruction is to be
provided. The performance-based education system does not require that
schools use an outcome-based instructional model. Decisions regarding
how instruction is provided are to be made, to the greatest extent
possible, by schools and school districts, not by the state. [1993 c
336 § 201. Formerly RCW 28A.630.883.]
*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.630.885 was recodified as RCW
28A.655.060 pursuant to 1999 c 388 § 607. RCW 28A.655.060 was
subsequently repealed by 2004 c 19 § 206.
Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—1993 c 336: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.210.
Findings—1993 c 336: See note following RCW 28A.150.210.
RCW 28A.655.061 High school assessment system—Certificate of
academic achievement—Exception—Options to retake high school
assessment—Objective alternative assessments—Locally determined
courses—High school transition courses—Interventions and academic
supports—Student learning plans. (Expires August 31, 2022.) (1) The
high school assessment system shall include but need not be limited to
the statewide student assessment, opportunities for a student to
retake the content areas of the assessment in which the student was
not successful, and, if approved by the legislature pursuant to
subsection (9) of this section, one or more objective alternative
assessments for a student to demonstrate achievement of state academic
standards. The objective alternative assessments for each content area
shall be comparable in rigor to the skills and knowledge that the
student must demonstrate on the statewide student assessment for each
content area.
(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, and concluding
with the graduating class of 2019, a certificate of academic
achievement shall be obtained and is evidence that the students have
successfully met the state standard in the content areas included in
the certificate. With the exception of students satisfying the
provisions of RCW 28A.155.045, acquisition of the certificate is
required for graduation from a public high school but is not the only
requirement for graduation.
(3)(a) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008 through the
graduating class of 2015, with the exception of students satisfying
the provisions of RCW 28A.155.045, a student who meets the state
standards on the English language arts and mathematics high school
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statewide student assessment shall earn a certificate of academic
achievement. The mathematics assessment shall be the end-of-course
assessment for the first year of high school mathematics that assesses
the standards common to algebra I and integrated mathematics I or the
end-of-course assessment for the second year of high school
mathematics that assesses standards common to geometry and integrated
mathematics II.
(b) As the state transitions from reading and writing assessments
to an English language arts assessment and from end-of-course
assessments to a comprehensive assessment for high school mathematics,
a student in a graduating class of 2016 through 2018 shall earn a
certificate of academic achievement if the student meets the high
school graduation standard as follows:
(i) Students in the graduating class of 2016 may use the results
from:
(A) The reading and writing assessment or the English language
arts assessment developed with the multistate consortium; and
(B) The end-of-course assessment for the first year of high
school mathematics, the end-of-course assessment for the second year
of high school mathematics, or the comprehensive mathematics
assessment developed with the multistate consortium.
(ii) Students in the graduating classes of 2017 and 2018 may use
the results from:
(A) The tenth grade English language arts assessment developed by
the superintendent of public instruction using resources from the
multistate consortium or the English language arts assessment
developed with the multistate consortium; and
(B) The end-of-course assessment for the first year of high
school mathematics, the end-of-course assessment for the second year
of high school mathematics, or the comprehensive mathematics
assessment developed with the multistate consortium.
(c) Beginning with the graduating class of 2019, a student who
meets the high school graduation standard on the high school English
language arts assessment developed with the multistate consortium and
the comprehensive mathematics assessment developed with the multistate
consortium shall earn a certificate of academic achievement.
(d) If a student does not successfully meet the state standards
in one or more content areas required for the certificate of academic
achievement, then the student may retake the assessment in the content
area at least twice a year at no cost to the student. If the student
successfully meets the state standards on a retake of the assessment
then the student shall earn a certificate of academic achievement.
Once objective alternative assessments are authorized pursuant to
subsection (9) of this section, a student may use the objective
alternative assessments to demonstrate that the student successfully
meets the state standards for that content area if the student has
taken the statewide student assessment at least once. If the student
successfully meets the state standards on the objective alternative
assessments then the student shall earn a certificate of academic
achievement.
(4) The state board of education may not require the acquisition
of the certificate of academic achievement for students in home-based
instruction under chapter 28A.200 RCW, for students enrolled in
private schools under chapter 28A.195 RCW, or for students satisfying
the provisions of RCW 28A.155.045.
(5) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully completed content area of the high school assessment.
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(6) School districts must make available to students the
following options:
(a) To retake the statewide student assessment at least twice a
year in the content areas in which the student did not meet the state
standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or
(b) To retake the statewide student assessment at least twice a
year in the content areas in which the student did not meet the state
standards if the student is enrolled in a high school completion
program at a community or technical college. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technical
colleges shall jointly identify means by which students in these
programs can be assessed.
(7) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the
high school assessment but who wish to improve their results shall pay
for retaking the assessment, using a uniform cost determined by the
superintendent of public instruction.
(8) Opportunities to retake the assessment at least twice a year
shall be available to each school district.
(9)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall develop options for implementing objective alternative
assessments, which may include an appeals process for students'
scores, for students to demonstrate achievement of the state academic
standards. The objective alternative assessments shall be comparable
in rigor to the skills and knowledge that the student must demonstrate
on the statewide student assessment and be objective in its
determination of student achievement of the state standards. Before
any objective alternative assessments in addition to those authorized
in RCW 28A.655.065 or (b) of this subsection are used by a student to
demonstrate that the student has met the state standards in a content
area required to obtain a certificate, the legislature shall formally
approve the use of any objective alternative assessments through the
omnibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent resolution.
(b)(i) A student's score on the mathematics, reading or English,
or writing portion of the SAT or the ACT may be used as an objective
alternative assessment under this section for demonstrating that a
student has met or exceeded the state standards for the certificate of
academic achievement. The state board of education shall identify the
scores students must achieve on the relevant portion of the SAT or ACT
to meet or exceed the state standard in the relevant content area on
the statewide student assessment. A student's score on the science
portion of the ACT or the science subject area tests of the SAT may be
used as an objective alternative assessment under this section as soon
as the state board of education determines that sufficient data is
available to identify reliable equivalent scores for the science
content area of the statewide student assessment. After the first
scores are established, the state board may increase but not decrease
the scores required for students to meet or exceed the state
standards.
(ii) A student who scores at least a three on the grading scale
of one to five for selected AP examinations may use the score as an
objective alternative assessment under this section for demonstrating
that a student has met or exceeded state standards for the certificate
of academic achievement. A score of three on the AP examinations in
calculus or statistics may be used as an alternative assessment for
the mathematics portion of the statewide student assessment. A score
of three on the AP examinations in English language and composition
may be used as an alternative assessment for the writing portion of
[ 5 ]

the statewide student assessment; and for the English language arts
portion of the assessment developed with the multistate consortium,
once established in the 2014-15 school year. A score of three on the
AP examinations in English literature and composition, macroeconomics,
microeconomics, psychology, United States history, world history,
United States government and politics, or comparative government and
politics may be used as an alternative assessment for the reading
portion of the statewide student assessment; and for the English
language arts portion of the assessment developed with the multistate
consortium, once established in the 2014-15 school year. A score of
three on the AP examination in biology, physics, chemistry, or
environmental science may be used as an alternative assessment for the
science portion of the statewide student assessment.
(iii) A student who scores at least a four on selected externally
administered international baccalaureate (IB) examinations may use the
score as an objective alternative assessment under this section for
demonstrating that the student has met or exceeded state standards for
the certificate of academic achievement. A score of four on the higher
level IB examinations for any of the IB English language and
literature courses or for any of the IB individuals and societies
courses may be used as an alternative assessment for the reading,
writing, or English language arts portions of the statewide student
assessment. A score of four on the higher level IB examinations for
any of the IB mathematics courses may be used as an alternative
assessment for the mathematics portion of the statewide student
assessment. A score of four on the higher level IB examinations for IB
biology, chemistry, or physics may be used as an alternative
assessment for the science portion of the statewide student
assessment.
(iv)(A) In the 2018-19 school year, high school students who have
not earned a certificate of academic achievement due to not meeting
the high school graduation standard on the mathematics or English
language arts assessment may take and pass a locally determined course
in the content area in which the student was not successful, and may
use the passing score on a locally administered assessment tied to
that course and approved under the provisions of this subsection
(9)(b)(iv), as an objective alternative assessment for demonstrating
that the student has met or exceeded the high school graduation
standard. High school transition courses and the assessments offered
in association with high school transition courses shall be considered
an approved locally determined course and assessment for demonstrating
that the student met or exceeded the high school graduation standard.
The course must be rigorous and consistent with the student's
educational and career goals identified in his or her high school and
beyond plan, and may include career and technical education
equivalencies in English language arts or mathematics adopted pursuant
to RCW 28A.230.097. School districts shall record students'
participation in locally determined courses under this section in the
statewide individual data system.
(B) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
develop a process by which local school districts can submit
assessments for review and approval for use as objective alternative
assessments for graduation as allowed by (b)(iv) of this subsection.
This process shall establish means to determine whether a local school
district-administered assessment is comparable in rigor to the skills
and knowledge that the student must demonstrate on the statewide
student assessment and is objective in its determination of student
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achievement of the state standards. The office of the superintendent
of public instruction shall post on its agency website a compiled list
of local school district-administered assessments approved as
objective alternative assessments, including the comparable scores on
these assessments necessary to meet the standard.
(C) For the purpose of this section, "high school transition
course" means an English language arts or mathematics course offered
in high school where successful completion by a high school student
ensures the student college-level placement at participating
institutions of higher education as defined in RCW 28B.10.016. High
school transition courses must, in accordance with this section,
satisfy core or elective credit graduation requirements established by
the state board of education. A student's successful completion of a
high school transition course does not entitle the student to be
admitted to any institution of higher education as defined in RCW
28B.10.016.
(v) A student who completes a dual credit course in English
language arts or mathematics in which the student earns college credit
may use passage of the course as an objective alternative assessment
under this section for demonstrating that the student has met or
exceeded the high school graduation standard for the certificate of
academic achievement.
(10) To help assure continued progress in academic achievement as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students
are on track for high school graduation, each school district shall:
(a) Provide students who have not earned a certificate of
academic achievement before the beginning of grade eleven with the
opportunity to access interventions and academic supports, courses, or
both, designed to enable students to meet the high school graduation
standard. These interventions, supports, or courses must be rigorous
and consistent with the student's educational and career goals
identified in his or her high school and beyond plan, and may include
career and technical education equivalencies in English language arts
or mathematics adopted pursuant to RCW 28A.230.097; and
(b) Prepare student learning plans and notify students and their
parents or legal guardians as provided in this subsection. Student
learning plans are required for eighth grade students who were not
successful on any or all of the content areas of the state assessment
during the previous school year or who may not be on track to graduate
due to credit deficiencies or absences. The parent or legal guardian
shall be notified about the information in the student learning plan,
preferably through a parent conference and at least annually. To the
extent feasible, schools serving English language learner students and
their parents shall translate the plan into the primary language of
the family. The plan shall include the following information as
applicable:
(i) The student's results on the state assessment;
(ii) If the student is in the transitional bilingual program, the
score on his or her Washington language proficiency test II;
(iii) Any credit deficiencies;
(iv) The student's attendance rates over the previous two years;
(v) The student's progress toward meeting state and local
graduation requirements;
(vi) The courses, competencies, and other steps needed to be
taken by the student to meet state academic standards and stay on
track for graduation;
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(vii) Remediation strategies and alternative education options
available to students, including informing students of the option to
continue to receive instructional services after grade twelve or until
the age of twenty-one;
(viii) The alternative assessment options available to students
under this section and RCW 28A.655.065;
(ix) School district programs, high school courses, and career
and technical education options available for students to meet
graduation requirements; and
(x) Available programs offered through skill centers or community
and technical colleges, including the college high school diploma
options under RCW 28B.50.535.
(11) This section expires August 31, 2022. [2019 c 252 § 105;
2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 1; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 5; 2015 3rd sp.s. c 42
§ 2; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 2; 2011 1st sp.s. c 22 § 2; 2010 c 244 § 1;
2009 c 524 § 5; 2008 c 321 § 2. Prior: 2007 c 355 § 5; 2007 c 354 § 2;
2006 c 115 § 4; 2004 c 19 § 101.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
Retroactive application—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 5: "Section 5 of
this act applies retroactively to students in the graduating class of
2017." [2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 7.]
Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31: "This act is necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [July 7, 2017]." [2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 §
8.]
Finding—Purpose—2015 3rd sp.s. c 42: "The legislature finds that
the graduating class of 2015 is the first class required to meet the
state standard on the state science assessment. The legislature
recognizes that the educational system needs more time before this
graduation requirement is implemented. Therefore, the sole purpose of
the legislature with this legislation is to delay for no more than two
years, but not eliminate, the requirement that students must meet the
state standard on the science assessment." [2015 3rd sp.s. c 42 § 1.]
Retroactive application—2015 3rd sp.s. c 42 § 2: "Section 2 of
this act applies retroactively to students in the graduating class of
2015, and prospectively beginning with students in the graduating
class of 2016." [2015 3rd sp.s. c 42 § 3.]
Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: "The legislature finds that
the superintendent of public instruction was authorized to align the
state essential academic learning requirements for mathematics,
reading, writing, and communication with the common set of standards
for students in grades kindergarten through twelve, known as the
common core state standards, which were initiated by the governors and
chief school officers of forty-five states, including Washington. The
legislature further finds that Washington has joined one of two
multistate consortia using a federal grant to develop new English
language arts and mathematics assessments in grades three through
eight and grade eleven that are, among other factors, aligned with the
common core state standards and intended to demonstrate a student's
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career and college readiness. The legislature further finds that the
assessments are required to be ready for use by the 2014-15 school
year.
The legislature intends to reduce the overall costs of the state
assessment system by implementing the eleventh grade English language
arts and mathematics assessments being developed by a multistate
consortium in which Washington is participating, maximize use of the
consortium assessments by developing a tenth grade high school English
language arts assessment and modifying the algebra I and geometry endof-course assessment to be used only during the transition to the
consortium-developed assessments, and reduce to three the number of
assessments that will be required for students to graduate beginning
with the class of 2019.
The legislature further intends that the eleventh grade
consortium-developed assessments have two different student
performance standards: One for the purposes of high school graduation
that will be established by the state board of education and one that
is intended to demonstrate a student's career and college readiness."
[2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 1.]
Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 22: "(1) The legislature
continues to support end-of-course assessments as a fair and practical
way to measure students' knowledge and skills in high school science,
but the legislature also recognizes that there are important
scientific concepts, principles, and content that are not able to be
captured in a single course or a single assessment. The legislature
also does not wish to narrow the high school science curriculum to a
singular focus on biology.
(2) However, the legislature finds that the financial resources
for developing additional end-of-course assessments for high school
science are not available in the 2011-2013 biennium. Nevertheless, the
legislature intends to revisit this issue in the future and further
intends at an appropriate time to direct the superintendent of public
instruction to develop one or more end-of-course assessments in
additional science subjects." [2011 1st sp.s. c 22 § 1.]
Intent—2009 c 524: See note following RCW 28B.50.535.
Findings—2008 c 321: "The legislature finds that high school
students need to graduate with the skills necessary to be successful
in college and work. The state graduation requirements help to ensure
that Washington high school graduates have the basic skills to be
competitive in a global economy. Under education reform started in
1993, time was to be the variable, obtaining the skills was to be the
constant. Therefore, students who need additional time to gain the
academic skills needed for college and the workplace should have the
opportunities they need to reach high academic achievement, even if
that takes more than the standard four years of high school.
Different students face different challenges and barriers to
their academic success. Some students struggle to meet the standard on
a single portion of the Washington assessment of student learning
while excelling in the other subject areas; other students struggle to
complete the necessary state or local graduation credits; while still
others have their knowledge tested on the assessments and have
completed all the credit requirements but are struggling because
English is not their first language. The legislature finds that many
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of these students need additional time and support to achieve academic
proficiency and meet all graduation requirements." [2008 c 321 § 1.]
Finding—Intent—2007 c 355: See note following RCW 28B.50.535.
Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: "(1) The legislature maintains a
strong commitment to high expectations and high academic achievement
for all students. The legislature finds that Washington schools and
students are making significant progress in improving achievement in
reading and writing. Schools are adapting instruction and providing
remediation for students who need additional assistance. Reading and
writing are being taught across the curriculum. Therefore, the
legislature does not intend to make changes to the Washington
assessment of student learning or high school graduation requirements
in reading and writing.
(2) However, students are having difficulty improving their
academic achievement in mathematics and science, particularly as
measured by the high school Washington assessment of student learning.
The legislature finds that corrections are needed in the state's high
school assessment system that will improve alignment between learning
standards, instruction, diagnosis, and assessment of students'
knowledge and skills in high school mathematics and science. The
legislature further finds there is a sense of urgency to make these
corrections and intends to revise high school graduation requirements
in mathematics and science only for the minimum period for corrections
to be fully implemented." [2007 c 354 § 1.]
Part headings and captions not law—2004 c 19: "Part headings and
captions used in this act are not any part of the law." [2004 c 19 §
301.]
Severability—2004 c 19: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [2004 c 19 § 302.]
Effective date—2004 c 19: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [March 18, 2004]." [2004 c 19 § 303.]
RCW 28A.655.065 Objective alternative assessment methods—
Appeals from assessment scores—Waivers and appeals from assessment
requirements—Rules. (Expires August 31, 2022.) (1) The legislature
has made a commitment to rigorous academic standards for receipt of a
high school diploma. The primary way that students will demonstrate
that they meet the standards in reading, writing, mathematics, and
science is through the statewide student assessment. Only objective
assessments that are comparable in rigor to the state assessment are
authorized as an alternative assessment. Before seeking an alternative
assessment, the legislature expects students to make a genuine effort
to meet state standards, through regular and consistent attendance at
school and participation in extended learning and other assistance
programs.
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(2) Under RCW 28A.655.061, beginning in the 2006-07 school year,
and concluding with the graduating class of 2019, the superintendent
of public instruction shall implement objective alternative assessment
methods as provided in this section for students to demonstrate
achievement of the state standards in content areas in which the
student has not yet met the standard on the high school statewide
student assessment. A student may access an alternative if the student
meets applicable eligibility criteria in RCW 28A.655.061 and this
section and other eligibility criteria established by the
superintendent of public instruction, including but not limited to
attendance criteria and participation in the remediation or
supplemental instruction contained in the student learning plan
developed under RCW 28A.655.061. A school district may waive
attendance and/or remediation criteria for special, unavoidable
circumstances.
(3) For the purposes of this section, "applicant" means a student
seeking to use one of the alternative assessment methods in this
section.
(4) One alternative assessment method shall be a combination of
the applicant's grades in applicable courses and the applicant's
highest score on the high school statewide student assessment, as
provided in this subsection. A student is eligible to apply for the
alternative assessment method under this subsection (4) if the student
has a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.2 on a four point
grading scale. The superintendent of public instruction shall
determine which high school courses are applicable to the alternative
assessment method and shall issue guidelines to school districts.
(a) Using guidelines prepared by the superintendent of public
instruction, a school district shall identify the group of students in
the same school as the applicant who took the same high school courses
as the applicant in the applicable content area. From the group of
students identified in this manner, the district shall select the
comparison cohort that shall be those students who met or slightly
exceeded the state standard on the statewide student assessment.
(b) The district shall compare the applicant's grades in high
school courses in the applicable content area to the grades of
students in the comparison cohort for the same high school courses. If
the applicant's grades are equal to or above the mean grades of the
comparison cohort, the applicant shall be deemed to have met the state
standard on the alternative assessment.
(c) An applicant may not use the alternative assessment under
this subsection (4) if there are fewer than six students in the
comparison cohort.
(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall implement:
(a) By June 1, 2006, a process for students to appeal the score
they received on the high school assessments;
(b) By January 1, 2007, guidelines and appeal processes for
waiving specific requirements in RCW 28A.655.061 pertaining to the
certificate of academic achievement and to the certificate of
individual achievement for students who: (i) Transfer to a Washington
public school in their junior or senior year with the intent of
obtaining a public high school diploma, or (ii) have special,
unavoidable circumstances;
(c)(i) For the graduating classes of 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017,
2018, 2019, and 2020, an expedited appeal process for waiving specific
requirements in RCW 28A.655.061 pertaining to the certificate of
academic achievement and the certificate of individual achievement for
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eligible students who have not met the state standard on the English
language arts statewide student assessment, the mathematics high
school statewide student assessment, or both. The student or the
student's parent, guardian, or principal may initiate an appeal with
the district and the district has the authority to determine which
appeals are submitted to the superintendent of public instruction for
review and approval. The superintendent of public instruction may only
approve an appeal if it has been demonstrated that the student has the
necessary skills and knowledge to meet the high school graduation
standard and that the student has the skills necessary to successfully
achieve the college or career goals established in his or her high
school and beyond plan. Pathways for demonstrating the necessary
skills and knowledge may include, but are not limited to:
(A) Successful completion of a college-level class in the
relevant subject area;
(B) Admission to a higher education institution or career
preparation program;
(C) Award of a scholarship for higher education; or
(D) Enlistment in a branch of the military.
(ii) A student in the class of 2014, 2015, 2016, or 2017 is
eligible for the expedited appeal process in (c)(i) of this subsection
if he or she has met all other graduation requirements established by
the state and district.
(iii) A student in the class of 2018 is eligible for the
expedited appeal process in (c)(i) of this subsection if he or she has
met all other graduation requirements established by the state and
district and has attempted at least one alternative assessment option
as established in this section.
(6) The state board of education shall examine opportunities for
additional alternative assessments, including the possible use of one
or more standardized norm-referenced student achievement tests and the
possible use of the reading, writing, or mathematics portions of the
ACT ASSET and ACT COMPASS test instruments as objective alternative
assessments for demonstrating that a student has met the state
standards for the certificate of academic achievement. The state board
shall submit its findings and recommendations to the education
committees of the legislature by January 10, 2008.
(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules to
implement this section.
(8) This section expires August 31, 2022. [2019 c 252 § 102;
2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 2; 2009 c 556 § 19; 2008 c 170 § 205; 2007 c 354
§ 6; 2006 c 115 § 1.]
Effective date—2019 c 252 § 102: "Section 102 of this act is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,
or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public
institutions, and takes effect May 15, 2019." [2019 c 252 § 505.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31: See note following RCW
28A.655.061.
Findings—Intent—2008 c 170: See RCW 28A.700.005.
Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 28A.655.061.
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RCW 28A.655.068 Statewide high school assessment in science.
(1) The statewide high school assessment in science shall be a
comprehensive assessment that measures the state standards for the
application of science and engineering practices, disciplinary core
ideas, and crosscutting concepts in the domains of physical sciences,
life sciences, earth and space sciences, and engineering design.
(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop or
adopt a science assessment in accordance with RCW 28A.655.070(10) that
is not biased toward persons with different learning styles, racial or
ethnic backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.
(3) The superintendent of public instruction may participate with
consortia of multiple states as common student learning standards and
assessments in science are developed. The superintendent of public
instruction, in consultation with the state board of education, may
modify the state learning standards and statewide student assessments
in science, including the high school assessment, according to the
multistate common student learning standards and assessments as long
as the education committees of the legislature have opportunities for
review before the modifications are adopted, as provided under RCW
28A.655.070.
(4) The statewide high school assessment under this section shall
be used to demonstrate that a student meets the state standards in the
science content area of the statewide student assessment until a
comprehensive science assessment is required under RCW 28A.655.061.
[2019 c 252 § 118; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 6; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 4;
2011 1st sp.s. c 22 § 3.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31: See note following RCW
28A.655.061.
Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW
28A.655.061.
Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW
28A.655.061.
RCW 28A.655.070 State learning standards—Duties of the
superintendent of public instruction. (1) The superintendent of
public instruction shall develop state learning standards that
identify the knowledge and skills all public school students need to
know and be able to do based on the student learning goals in RCW
28A.150.210, develop student assessments, and implement the
accountability recommendations and requests regarding assistance,
rewards, and recognition of the state board of education.
(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall:
(a) Periodically revise the state learning standards, as needed,
based on the student learning goals in RCW 28A.150.210. Goals one and
two shall be considered primary. To the maximum extent possible, the
superintendent shall integrate goal four and the knowledge and skill
areas in the other goals in the state learning standards; and
(b) Review and prioritize the state learning standards and
identify, with clear and concise descriptions, the grade level content
expectations to be assessed on the statewide student assessment and
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used for state or federal accountability purposes. The review,
prioritization, and identification shall result in more focus and
targeting with an emphasis on depth over breadth in the number of
grade level content expectations assessed at each grade level. Grade
level content expectations shall be articulated over the grades as a
sequence of expectations and performances that are logical, build with
increasing depth after foundational knowledge and skills are acquired,
and reflect, where appropriate, the sequential nature of the
discipline. The office of the superintendent of public instruction,
within seven working days, shall post on its website any grade level
content expectations provided to an assessment vendor for use in
constructing the statewide student assessment.
(3)(a) In consultation with the state board of education, the
superintendent of public instruction shall maintain and continue to
develop and revise a statewide academic assessment system in the
content areas of reading, writing, mathematics, and science for use in
the elementary, middle, and high school years designed to determine if
each student has mastered the state learning standards identified in
subsection (1) of this section. School districts shall administer the
assessments under guidelines adopted by the superintendent of public
instruction. The academic assessment system may include a variety of
assessment methods, including criterion-referenced and performancebased measures.
(b) Effective with the 2009 administration of the Washington
assessment of student learning and continuing with the statewide
student assessment, the superintendent shall redesign the assessment
in the content areas of reading, mathematics, and science in all
grades except high school by shortening test administration and
reducing the number of short answer and extended response questions.
(c) By the 2014-15 school year, the superintendent of public
instruction, in consultation with the state board of education, shall
modify the statewide student assessment system to transition to
assessments developed with a multistate consortium, as provided in
this subsection:
(i) The assessments developed with a multistate consortium to
assess student proficiency in English language arts and mathematics
shall be administered beginning in the 2014-15 school year, and
beginning with the graduating class of 2020, the assessments must be
administered to students in the tenth grade. The reading and writing
assessments shall not be administered by the superintendent of public
instruction or schools after the 2013-14 school year.
(ii) The high school assessments in English language arts and
mathematics in (c)(i) of this subsection shall be used for the
purposes of federal and state accountability and for assessing student
career and college readiness.
(d) The statewide academic assessment system must also include
the Washington access to instruction and measurement assessment for
students with significant cognitive challenges.
(4) If the superintendent proposes any modification to the state
learning standards or the statewide assessments, then the
superintendent shall, upon request, provide opportunities for the
education committees of the house of representatives and the senate to
review the assessments and proposed modifications to the state
learning standards before the modifications are adopted.
(5) The assessment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessment system are used by educators as tools to evaluate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
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support for students who have not mastered the state learning
standards at the appropriate periods in the student's educational
development.
(6) By September 2007, the results for reading and mathematics
shall be reported in a format that will allow parents and teachers to
determine the academic gain a student has acquired in those content
areas from one school year to the next.
(7) To assist parents and teachers in their efforts to provide
educational support to individual students, the superintendent of
public instruction shall provide as much individual student
performance information as possible within the constraints of the
assessment system's item bank. The superintendent shall also provide
to school districts:
(a) Information on classroom-based and other assessments that may
provide additional achievement information for individual students;
and
(b) A collection of diagnostic tools that educators may use to
evaluate the academic status of individual students. The tools shall
be designed to be inexpensive, easily administered, and quickly and
easily scored, with results provided in a format that may be easily
shared with parents and students.
(8) To the maximum extent possible, the superintendent shall
integrate knowledge and skill areas in development of the assessments.
(9) Assessments for goals three and four of RCW 28A.150.210 shall
be integrated in the state learning standards and assessments for
goals one and two.
(10) The superintendent shall develop assessments that are
directly related to the state learning standards, and are not biased
toward persons with different learning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.
(11) The superintendent shall review available and appropriate
options for competency-based assessments that meet the state learning
standards. In accordance with the review required by this subsection,
the superintendent shall provide a report and recommendations to the
education committees of the house of representatives and the senate by
November 1, 2019.
(12) The superintendent shall consider methods to address the
unique needs of special education students when developing the
assessments under this section.
(13) The superintendent shall consider methods to address the
unique needs of highly capable students when developing the
assessments under this section.
(14) The superintendent shall post on the superintendent's
website lists of resources and model assessments in social studies,
the arts, and health and fitness.
(15) The superintendent shall integrate financial education
skills and content knowledge into the state learning standards
pursuant to RCW 28A.300.460(2)(d).
(16)(a) The superintendent shall notify the state board of
education in writing before initiating the development or revision of
the state learning standards under subsections (1) and (2) of this
section. The notification must be provided to the state board of
education in advance for review at a regularly scheduled or special
board meeting and must include the following information:
(i) The subject matter of the state learning standards;
(ii) The reason or reasons the superintendent is initiating the
development or revision; and
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(iii) The process and timeline that the superintendent intends to
follow for the development or revision.
(b) The state board of education may provide a response to the
superintendent's notification for consideration in the development or
revision process in (a) of this subsection.
(c) Prior to adoption by the superintendent of any new or revised
state learning standards, the superintendent shall submit the proposed
new or revised state learning standards to the state board of
education in advance in writing for review at a regularly scheduled or
special board meeting. The state board of education may provide a
response to the superintendent's proposal for consideration prior to
final adoption.
(17) The state board of education may propose new or revised
state learning standards to the superintendent. The superintendent
must respond to the state board of education's proposal in writing.
[2019 c 252 § 119; 2018 c 177 § 401; 2015 c 211 § 3; 2013 2nd sp.s. c
22 § 5; 2008 c 163 § 2; 2007 c 354 § 5; 2005 c 497 § 106; 2004 c 19 §
204; 1999 c 388 § 501.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905.
Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW
28A.655.061.
Findings—2008 c 163: "The legislature finds that, according to a
recent report from a consultant retained by the state board of
education, end-of-course assessments have certain advantages over
comprehensive assessments such as the current form of the Washington
assessment of student learning, and in most other areas end-of-course
assessments are comparable to comprehensive assessments in meeting
public policy objectives for a statewide assessment system. The
legislature further finds that because the state's assessment contract
will be renegotiated before the end of 2008, the 2008 legislature has
an opportunity to provide policy direction in the design of the state
assessment system and the design of the Washington assessment of
student learning." [2008 c 163 § 1.]
Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 28A.655.061.
Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—2005 c 497: See
notes following RCW 28A.305.011.
Part headings and captions not law—Severability—Effective date—
2004 c 19: See notes following RCW 28A.655.061.
RCW 28A.655.071 Revised essential academic learning requirements
—Legislative review—Implementation. (1) By August 2, 2010, the
superintendent of public instruction may revise the *state essential
academic learning requirements authorized under RCW 28A.655.070 for
mathematics, reading, writing, and communication by provisionally
adopting a common set of standards for students in grades kindergarten
through twelve. The revised *state essential academic learning
requirements may be substantially identical with the standards
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developed by a multistate consortium in which Washington participated,
must be consistent with the requirements of RCW 28A.655.070, and may
include additional standards if the additional standards do not exceed
fifteen percent of the standards for each content area. However, the
superintendent of public instruction shall not take steps to implement
the provisionally adopted standards until the education committees of
the house of representatives and the senate have an opportunity to
review the standards.
(2) By January 1, 2011, the superintendent of public instruction
shall submit to the education committees of the house of
representatives and the senate:
(a) A detailed comparison of the provisionally adopted standards
and the *state essential academic learning requirements as of June 10,
2010, including the comparative level of rigor and specificity of the
standards and the implications of any identified differences; and
(b) An estimated timeline and costs to the state and to school
districts to implement the provisionally adopted standards, including
providing necessary training, realignment of curriculum, adjustment of
state assessments, and other actions.
(3) The superintendent may implement the revisions to the
*essential academic learning requirements under this section after the
2011 legislative session unless otherwise directed by the legislature.
[2010 c 235 § 601.]
*Reviser's note: The term "essential academic learning
requirements" in RCW 28A.655.070 was changed to "state learning
standards" by 2019 c 252 s 119.
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245.
RCW 28A.655.075 Essential academic learning requirements and
grade level expectations for educational technology literacy and
technology fluency—Assessments—Reports. (1) Within funds
specifically appropriated therefor, by December 1, 2008, the
superintendent of public instruction shall develop essential academic
learning requirements and grade level expectations for educational
technology literacy and technology fluency that identify the knowledge
and skills that all public school students need to know and be able to
do in the areas of technology and technology literacy. The development
process shall include a review of current standards that have been
developed or are used by other states and national and international
technology associations. To the maximum extent possible, the
superintendent shall integrate goal four and the knowledge and skill
areas in the other goals in the technology essential academic learning
requirements.
(a) As used in this section, "technology literacy" means the
ability to responsibly, creatively, and effectively use appropriate
technology to communicate; access, collect, manage, integrate, and
evaluate information; solve problems and create solutions; build and
share knowledge; and improve and enhance learning in all subject areas
and experiences.
(b) Technology fluency builds upon technology literacy and is
demonstrated when students: Apply technology to real-world
experiences; adapt to changing technologies; modify current and create
new technologies; and personalize technology to meet personal needs,
interests, and learning styles.
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(2)(a) Within funds specifically appropriated therefor, the
superintendent shall obtain or develop education technology
assessments that may be administered in the elementary, middle, and
high school grades to assess the essential academic learning
requirements for technology. The assessments shall be designed to be
classroom or project-based so that they can be embedded in classroom
instruction and be administered and scored by school staff throughout
the regular school year using consistent scoring criteria and
procedures. By the 2010-11 school year, these assessments shall be
made available to school districts for the districts' voluntary use.
If a school district uses the assessments created under this section,
then the school district shall notify the superintendent of public
instruction of the use. The superintendent shall report annually to
the legislature on the number of school districts that use the
assessments each school year.
(b) Beginning December 1, 2010, and annually thereafter, the
superintendent of public instruction shall provide a report to the
relevant legislative committees regarding the use of the assessments.
[2007 c 396 § 16; (2009 c 556 § 15 expired July 1, 2011).]
Expiration date—2009 c 556 §§ 11, 13, and 15: See note following
RCW 28A.300.525.
Captions not law—2007 c 396: See note following RCW 28A.305.215.
Finding—Intent—2007 c 396: See note following RCW 28A.188.020.
Essential academic learning requirements and grade level expectations—
Revised standards and curricula for mathematics and science—Duties
of the state board of education and the superintendent of public
instruction: RCW 28A.305.215.
RCW 28A.655.080 Washington kindergarten inventory of developing
skills—Implementation and administration—Work group—Reports—Grants—
Waivers. (1) To the extent funds are available, beginning in the
2012-13 school year, the Washington kindergarten inventory of
developing skills shall be administered at the beginning of the school
year to all students enrolled in state-funded full-day kindergarten
programs under RCW 28A.150.315 with the exception of students who have
been excused from participation by their parents or guardians.
(2)(a) The superintendent of public instruction, in consultation
with the department of children, youth, and families, shall convene a
work group to provide:
(i) Input and recommendations with respect to implementation of
the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills;
(ii) Recommendations regarding the optimum way to administer the
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills to children in
half-day kindergarten while ensuring that they receive the maximum
instruction as required in *RCW 28A.150.205; and
(iii) Recommendations with respect to achieving the goal of
replacing assessments currently required by school districts with the
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills.
(b) The work group shall include:
(i) One representative from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction;
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(ii) One representative from the department of children, youth,
and families;
(iii) One representative from the nongovernmental private-public
partnership defined in RCW 43.216.010;
(iv) Five representatives, including both teachers and
principals, from school districts that participated in the pilot
project, with every effort made to make sure that there is
representation from across the state;
(v) Two parents who are familiar with and participated in the
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills pilot during
the 2010-11 school year; and
(vi) A representative from an independent, nonprofit children and
family services organization with a main campus in North Bend,
Washington.
(c) The work group may solicit input from people who are recent
implementers of the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing
skills.
(d) A preliminary report and recommendations shall be submitted
to the education committees of the senate and the house of
representatives by December 1, 2012. A subsequent report and
recommendations shall be submitted to the education committees of the
senate and the house of representatives by December 1, 2013, and
annually by December 1st thereafter.
(e) The work group shall terminate upon full statewide
implementation of all-day kindergarten.
(3) To the extent funds are available, additional support in the
form of implementation grants shall be offered to schools on a
schedule to be determined by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction, in consultation with the department of children,
youth, and families.
(4) Until full statewide implementation of all-day kindergarten
programs, the superintendent of public instruction, in consultation
with the secretary of the department of children, youth, and families,
may grant annual, renewable waivers from the requirement of subsection
(1) of this section to administer the Washington kindergarten
inventory of developing skills. A school district seeking a waiver for
one or more of its schools must submit an application to the office of
the superintendent of public instruction that includes:
(a) A description of the kindergarten readiness assessment and
transition processes that it proposes to administer instead of the
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills;
(b) An explanation of why the administration of the Washington
kindergarten inventory of developing skills would be unduly
burdensome; and
(c) An explanation of how administration of the alternative
kindergarten readiness assessment will support social-emotional,
physical, and cognitive growth and development of individual children;
support early learning provider and parent involvement; and inform
instruction. [2018 c 58 § 1; 2012 c 51 § 2.]
*Reviser's note: The reference to RCW 28A.150.205, which contains
the definition of "instructional hours," appears to be erroneous.
Effective date—2018 c 58: "This act takes effect July 1, 2018."
[2018 c 58 § 82.]
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RCW 28A.655.090 Statewide student assessment—Reporting
requirements. (1) By September 10, 1998, and by September 10th each
year thereafter, the superintendent of public instruction shall report
to schools, school districts, and the legislature on the results of
the statewide student assessment.
(2) The reports shall include the assessment results by school
and school district, and include changes over time. For the statewide
student assessment, results shall be reported as follows:
(a) The percentage of students meeting the standards;
(b) The percentage of students performing at each level of the
assessment;
(c) Disaggregation of results by at least the following subgroups
of students: White, Black, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native,
Asian, Pacific Islander/Hawaiian Native, low income, transitional
bilingual, migrant, special education, and, beginning with the 2009-10
school year, students covered by section 504 of the federal
rehabilitation act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794); and
(d) A learning improvement index that shows changes in student
performance within the different levels of student learning reported
on the statewide student assessment.
(3) The reports shall contain data regarding the different
characteristics of schools, such as poverty levels, percent of English
as a second language students, dropout rates, attendance, percent of
students in special education, and student mobility so that districts
and schools can learn from the improvement efforts of other schools
and districts with similar characteristics.
(4) The reports shall contain student scores on mandated tests by
comparable Washington schools of similar characteristics.
(5) The reports shall contain information on public school choice
options available to students, including vocational education.
(6) The reports shall be posted on the superintendent of public
instruction's internet website.
(7) To protect the privacy of students, the results of schools
and districts that test fewer than ten students in a grade level shall
not be reported. In addition, in order to ensure that results are
reported accurately, the superintendent of public instruction shall
maintain the confidentiality of statewide data files until the
superintendent determines that the data are complete and accurate.
(8) The superintendent of public instruction shall monitor the
percentage and number of special education and limited Englishproficient students exempted from taking the assessments by schools
and school districts to ensure the exemptions are in compliance with
exemption guidelines. [2019 c 252 § 120; 2008 c 165 § 3; 1999 c 388 §
301; 1998 c 319 § 301. Formerly RCW 28A.630.889.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
Part headings not law—1998 c 319: See note following RCW
28A.300.320.
RCW 28A.655.095 Students with cognitive disabilities—
Alternative assessment system. The office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall continue to actively collaborate with
teachers and directors of special education programs in the
development and implementation of a process to transition from the
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current portfolio system of assessment of students with significant
cognitive challenges to a performance task-based alternative
assessment system based on state standards. Before such time as a new
assessment becomes available, and within existing resources, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall coordinate
efforts to: Align academic goals in a student's individualized
education program with the current statewide assessment system by
identifying detailed statewide alternate achievement benchmarks for
use by teachers in the current portfolio system; develop a transparent
and reliable scoring process; efficiently use technology; and develop
a sensible approval process to shorten the time involved in developing
and collecting current assessment data for students with significant
cognitive disabilities. [2011 c 75 § 2.]
Findings—2011 c 75: "The legislature finds that:
(1) One of the difficult issues facing states and school
districts throughout the country is the meaningful inclusion of
students with significant cognitive challenges in their current state
assessment and accountability systems.
(2) Assessment and accountability systems provide valuable
information to parents and educators, and all students deserve a
system that encourages them to meaningfully access and make progress
in the general education curriculum. Nevertheless, assessing the
academic knowledge and skills of students with unique and significant
cognitive disabilities can be challenging concerning the student's
access to and progress in the general education curriculum.
Furthermore, the development of meaningful assessment portfolios in
the current system can be extremely time-consuming for both teachers
and students, provide limited information for parents, and include
questionable test and measurement practices." [2011 c 75 § 1.]
RCW 28A.655.100 Performance goals—Reporting requirements. Each
school district board of directors shall:
(1)(a) Annually report to parents and to the community in a
public meeting and annually report in writing the following
information:
(i) District-wide and school-level performance improvement goals;
(ii) Student performance relative to the goals; and
(iii) District-wide and school-level plans to achieve the goals,
including curriculum and instruction, parental or guardian
involvement, and resources available to parents and guardians to help
students meet the state standards;
(b) Report annually in a news release to the local media the
district's progress toward meeting the district-wide and school-level
goals; and
(c) Include the school-level goals, student performance relative
to the goals, and a summary of school-level plans to achieve the goals
in each school's annual school performance report under RCW
28A.655.110.
(2) School districts in which ten or fewer students in the
district or in a school in the district are eligible to be assessed in
a grade level are not required to report numerical improvement goals
and performance relative to the goals, but are required to report to
parents and the community their plans to improve student achievement.
[1999 c 388 § 302.]
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RCW 28A.655.110 Annual school performance report—Model report
form. (1) Beginning with the 1994-95 school year, to provide the
local community and electorate with access to information on the
educational programs in the schools in the district, each school shall
publish annually a school performance report and deliver the report to
each parent with children enrolled in the school and make the report
available to the community served by the school. The annual
performance report shall be in a form that can be easily understood
and be used by parents, guardians, and other members of the community
who are not professional educators to make informed educational
decisions. As data from the assessments in *RCW 28A.655.060 becomes
available, the annual performance report should enable parents,
educators, and school board members to determine whether students in
the district's schools are attaining mastery of the student learning
goals under RCW 28A.150.210, and other important facts about the
schools' performance in assisting students to learn. The annual report
shall make comparisons to a school's performance in preceding years,
student performance relative to the goals and the percentage of
students performing at each level of the assessment, a comparison of
student performance at each level of the assessment to the previous
year's performance, and information regarding school-level plans to
achieve the goals.
(2) The annual performance report shall include, but not be
limited to: (a) A brief statement of the mission of the school and the
school district; (b) enrollment statistics including student
demographics; (c) expenditures per pupil for the school year; (d) a
summary of student scores on all mandated tests; (e) a concise annual
budget report; (f) student attendance, graduation, and dropout rates;
(g) information regarding the use and condition of the school building
or buildings; (h) a brief description of the learning improvement
plans for the school; (i) a summary of the feedback from parents and
community members obtained under RCW 28A.655.115; and (j) an
invitation to all parents and citizens to participate in school
activities.
(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop by
June 30, 1994, and update periodically, a model report form, which
shall also be adapted for computers, that schools may use to meet the
requirements of subsections (1) and (2) of this section. In order to
make school performance reports broadly accessible to the public, the
superintendent of public instruction, to the extent feasible, shall
make information on each school's report available on or through the
superintendent's internet website. [2010 c 235 § 703; 1999 c 388 §
303; 1993 c 336 § 1006. Formerly RCW 28A.320.205.]
*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.655.060 was repealed by 2004 c 19 § 206.
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245.
Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—1993 c 336: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.210.
Findings—1993 c 336: See note following RCW 28A.150.210.
RCW 28A.655.115 Outreach and feedback—Working group—Model
feedback tools and strategies. (1) Beginning with the 2010-11 school
year, each school shall conduct outreach and seek feedback from a
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broad and diverse range of parents, other individuals, and
organizations in the community regarding their experiences with the
school. The school shall summarize the responses in its annual report
under RCW 28A.655.110.
(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
create a working group with representatives of organizations
representing parents, teachers, and principals as well as diverse
communities. The working group shall also include a representative
from the *achievement gap oversight and accountability committee. By
September 1, 2010, the working group shall develop model feedback
tools and strategies that school districts may use to facilitate the
feedback process required in subsection (1) of this section. The model
tools and strategies are intended to provide assistance to school
districts. School districts are encouraged to adapt the models or
develop unique tools and strategies that best fit the circumstances in
their communities. [2010 c 235 § 702.]
*Reviser's note: The "achievement gap oversight and
accountability committee" was renamed the "educational opportunity gap
oversight and accountability committee" by 2011 1st sp.s. c 21 § 33.
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245.
RCW 28A.655.130 Accountability implementation funds. (1) To the
extent funds are appropriated, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction annually shall allocate accountability
implementation funds to school districts. The purposes of the funds
are to: Develop and update student learning improvement plans;
implement curriculum materials and instructional strategies; provide
staff professional development to implement the selected curricula and
instruction; develop and implement assessment strategies and training
in assessment scoring; and fund other activities intended to improve
student learning for all students, including students with diverse
needs. Activities funded by the allocations must be consistent with
the school or district improvement plan, designed to improve the
ability of teachers and other instructional certificated and
classified staff to assist students in meeting the essential academic
learning requirements, and designed to achieve state and local
accountability goals. Activities funded by the allocations shall be
designed to protect the teachers' instructional time with students and
minimize the use of substitute teachers.
(2) Schools receiving funds shall develop, update as needed, and
keep on file a school student learning improvement plan to achieve the
student learning goals and essential academic learning requirements
and to implement the assessment system as it is developed. The plan
shall delineate how the accountability implementation funds will be
used to accomplish the requirements of this section. The plan shall be
made available to the public and to others upon request.
(3) The amount of allocations shall be determined in the omnibus
appropriations act.
(4) The state schools for the deaf and blind are eligible to
receive allocations under this section.
(5) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt timelines
and rules as necessary under chapter 34.05 RCW to administer the
program, and require that schools and districts submit reports
regarding the use of the funds. [1999 c 388 § 402.]
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RCW 28A.655.140 Technical assistance. (1) In order to increase
the availability and quality of technical assistance statewide, the
superintendent of public instruction, subject to available funding,
may employ school improvement coordinators and school improvement
specialists to provide assistance to schools and districts. The
improvement specialists shall serve on a rotating basis and shall not
be permanent employees.
(2) The types of assistance provided by the improvement
coordinators and specialists may include, but need not be limited to:
(a) Assistance to schools to use student performance data and
develop improvement plans based on those data;
(b) Consultation with schools and districts concerning their
performance on the Washington assessment of student learning and other
assessments;
(c) Consultation concerning curricula that aligns with the
essential academic learning requirements and the Washington assessment
of student learning and that meets the needs of diverse learners;
(d) Assistance in the identification and implementation of
research-based instructional practices;
(e) Staff training that emphasizes effective instructional
strategies and classroom-based assessment;
(f) Assistance in developing and implementing family and
community involvement programs; and
(g) Other assistance to schools and school districts intended to
improve student learning. [1999 c 388 § 403.]
RCW 28A.655.150 Consolidation of requirements for categorical
grant programs—Use of electronic applications and reporting. The
superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with school
district personnel, shall consolidate and streamline the planning,
application, and reporting requirements for major state and federal
categorical and grant programs. The superintendent also shall take
actions to increase the use of online electronic applications and
reporting. [1999 c 388 § 602.]
RCW 28A.655.180 Waivers for educational restructuring programs.
(1) The state board of education may grant waivers to districts from
the provisions of statutes or rules relating to: The length of the
school year; student-to-teacher ratios; and other administrative rules
that in the opinion of the state board of education may need to be
waived in order for a district to implement a plan for restructuring
its educational program or the educational program of individual
schools within the district.
(2) The state board of education may adopt rules establishing the
waiver application process under this section. [2018 c 177 § 507;
(2018 c 177 § 506 expired June 30, 2019); (2012 c 53 § 9 expired June
30, 2019); (2011 c 260 § 9 expired June 30, 2019); 2009 c 543 § 3;
(1997 c 431 § 23 expired June 30, 1999); 1995 c 208 § 1. Formerly RCW
28A.630.945.]
Expiration date—2018 c 177 § 506: "Section 506 of this act
expires June 30, 2019." [2018 c 177 § 704.]
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Effective dates—2018 c 177 §§ 201, 202, 501-504, 507, and 701:
See note following RCW 28A.150.222.
Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905.
Finding—Intent—2009 c 543: "The legislature continues to support
school districts seeking innovations to further the educational
experiences of students and staff while also realizing increased
efficiencies in day-to-day operations. School districts have suggested
that efficiencies in heating, lighting, or maintenance expenses could
be possible if districts were given the ability to create a more
flexible calendar. Furthermore, the legislature finds that a flexible
calendar could be beneficial to student learning by allowing for the
use of the unscheduled days for professional development activities,
planning, tutoring, special programs, parent conferences, and athletic
events. A flexible calendar also has the potential to ease the burden
of long commutes on students in rural areas and to lower absenteeism.
School districts in several western states have operated on a
four-day school week and report increased efficiencies, family
support, and reduced absenteeism, with no negative impact on student
learning. Small rural school districts in particular could benefit due
to their high per-pupil costs for transportation and utilities.
Therefore, the legislature intends to provide increased flexibility to
a limited number of school districts to explore the potential value of
operating on a flexible calendar, so long as adequate safeguards are
put in place to prevent any negative impact on student learning."
[2009 c 543 § 1.]
RCW 28A.655.185 Intent—Apple award program. (1) It is the
intent of the legislature, through the creation of the apple award, to
honor and reward students in Washington's public elementary schools
who have shown significant improvement in their school's results on
the statewide student assessment.
(2) The apple award program is created to honor and reward public
elementary schools that have the greatest combined average increase in
the percentage of students meeting the fourth grade reading,
mathematics, and writing standards on the statewide student assessment
each school year. Beginning in the 2014-15 school year, the award
shall be based on the percentage of students meeting the fourth grade
English language arts and mathematics standards. The program shall be
administered by the superintendent of public instruction.
(3) Within the amounts appropriated for this purpose, each school
that receives an apple award shall be provided with a twenty-five
thousand dollar grant to be used for capital construction purposes
that have been selected by students in the school and approved by the
district's school directors. The funds may be used exclusively for
capital construction projects on school property or on other public
property in the community, city, or county in which the school is
located. [2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 9; 2005 c 495 § 1.]
Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW
28A.655.061.

[ 25 ]

RCW 28A.655.200 Norm-referenced assessments—Diagnostic
assessments. (1) The legislature intends to permit school districts
to offer norm-referenced assessments, make diagnostic tools available
to school districts, and provide funding for diagnostic assessments to
enhance student learning at all grade levels and provide early
intervention before the high school statewide student assessment.
(2) In addition to the diagnostic assessments provided under this
section, school districts may, at their own expense, administer normreferenced assessments to students.
(3) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
purpose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
post on its website for voluntary use by school districts, a guide of
diagnostic assessments. The assessments in the guide, to the extent
possible, shall include the characteristics listed in subsection (4)
of this section.
(4) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
purpose, beginning September 1, 2007, the office of the superintendent
of public instruction shall make diagnostic assessments in reading,
writing, mathematics, and science in elementary, middle, and high
school grades available to school districts. Subject to funds
appropriated for this purpose, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall also provide funding to school districts for
administration of diagnostic assessments to help improve student
learning, identify academic weaknesses, enhance student planning and
guidance, and develop targeted instructional strategies to assist
students before the high school statewide student assessment. To the
greatest extent possible, the assessments shall be:
(a) Aligned to the state's grade level expectations;
(b) Individualized to each student's performance level;
(c) Administered efficiently to provide results either
immediately or within two weeks;
(d) Capable of measuring individual student growth over time and
allowing student progress to be compared to other students across the
country;
(e) Readily available to parents; and
(f) Cost-effective.
(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
offer training at statewide and regional staff development activities
in:
(a) The interpretation of diagnostic assessments; and
(b) Application of instructional strategies that will increase
student learning based on diagnostic assessment data. [2019 c 252 §
121; 2009 c 539 § 1; 2007 c 354 § 8; 2006 c 117 § 4; 2005 c 217 § 2.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
Effective date—2009 c 539: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect July 1, 2009." [2009 c 539 § 7.]
Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 28A.655.061.
Intent—2006 c 117: See note following RCW 28A.600.045.
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RCW 28A.655.210 K-12 education data improvement system. (1) It
is the legislature's intent to establish a comprehensive K-12
education data improvement system for financial, student, and educator
data. The objective of the system is to monitor student progress, have
information on the quality of the educator workforce, monitor and
analyze the costs of programs, provide for financial integrity and
accountability, and have the capability to link across these various
data components by student, by class, by teacher, by school, by
district, and statewide. Education data systems must be flexible and
able to adapt to evolving needs for information, but there must be an
objective and orderly data governance process for determining when
changes are needed and how to implement them. It is the further intent
of the legislature to provide independent review and evaluation of a
comprehensive K-12 education data improvement system by assigning the
review and monitoring responsibilities to the education data center
and the legislative evaluation and accountability program committee.
(2) It is the intent that the data system specifically service
reporting requirements for teachers, parents, superintendents, school
boards, the legislature, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, and the public.
(3) It is the legislature's intent that the K-12 education data
improvement system used by school districts and the state include but
not be limited to the following information and functionality:
(a) Comprehensive educator information, including grade level and
courses taught, building or location, program, job assignment, years
of experience, the institution of higher education from which the
educator obtained his or her degree, compensation, class size,
mobility of class population, socioeconomic data of class, number of
languages and which languages are spoken by students, general
resources available for curriculum and other classroom needs, and
number and type of instructional support staff in the building;
(b) The capacity to link educator assignment information with
educator certification information such as certification number, type
of certification, route to certification, certification program, and
certification assessment or evaluation scores;
(c) Common coding of secondary courses and major areas of study
at the elementary level or standard coding of course content;
(d) Robust student information, including but not limited to
student characteristics, course and program enrollment, performance on
statewide and district summative and formative assessments to the
extent district assessments are used, and performance on college
readiness tests;
(e) A subset of student information elements to serve as a
dropout early warning system;
(f) The capacity to link educator information with student
information;
(g) A common, standardized structure for reporting the costs of
programs at the school and district level with a focus on the cost of
services delivered to students;
(h) Separate accounting of state, federal, and local revenues and
costs;
(i) Information linking state funding formulas to school district
budgeting and accounting, including procedures:
(i) To support the accuracy and auditing of financial data; and
(ii) Using the prototypical school model for school district
financial accounting reporting;
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(j) The capacity to link program cost information with student
performance information to gauge the cost-effectiveness of programs;
(k) Information that is centrally accessible and updated
regularly; and
(l) An anonymous, nonidentifiable replicated copy of data that is
updated at least quarterly, and made available to the public by the
state.
(4) It is the legislature's goal that all school districts have
the capability to collect state-identified common data and export it
in a standard format to support a statewide K-12 education data
improvement system under this section.
(5) It is the legislature's intent that the K-12 education data
improvement system be developed to provide the capability to make
reports as required under RCW 28A.300.507 available.
(6) It is the legislature's intent that school districts collect
and report new data elements to satisfy the requirements of RCW
43.41.400, this section, and RCW 28A.300.507, only to the extent funds
are available for this purpose. [2009 c 548 § 202.]
Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
RCW 28A.655.220 Washington kindergarten inventory of developing
skills—Fairness and bias review. Before implementing the Washington
kindergarten inventory of developing skills as provided under RCW
28A.150.315, the superintendent of public instruction and the
department of children, youth, and families must assure that a
fairness and bias review of the assessment process has been conducted,
including providing an opportunity for input from the educational
opportunity gap oversight and accountability committee under RCW
28A.300.136 and from an additional diverse group of community
representatives, parents, and educators to be convened by the
superintendent and the secretary of the department. [2018 c 58 § 28;
2011 c 340 § 2.]
Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.
RCW 28A.655.230 Reading skills—Meeting for grade placement and
strategies for student improvement—Exemptions. (1) The definitions
in this subsection apply throughout this section and RCW 28A.655.235
unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
(a) "Basic" means a score on the statewide student assessment at
a level two in a four-level scoring system.
(b) "Below basic" means a score on the statewide student
assessment at a level one in a four-level scoring system.
(c) "Not meet the state standard" means a score on the statewide
student assessment at either a level one or a level two in a fourlevel scoring system.
(2) Prior to the return of the results of the statewide student
assessment in English language arts, elementary schools shall require
meetings between teachers and parents of students in third grade who
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are reading below grade-level or who, based on formative or diagnostic
assessment, and other indicators, are likely to score in the below
basic level on the third grade statewide student assessment in English
language arts. At the meeting, the teacher shall inform the parents or
guardians of the requirements of this section and the intensive
reading improvement strategies that will be available to students
before fourth grade. The teacher also shall inform the parents and
guardians of the school district's grade placement policy for the
following year. Schools that have regularly scheduled parent teacher
conferences may use those meetings to comply with this section.
(3) For students to be placed in fourth grade, the strategies
provided by the school district must include an intensive improvement
strategy provided, supported, or contracted by the school district
that includes a summer program or other options developed to meet the
needs of students to prepare for fourth grade.
(4) If a student in third grade scores below grade level on the
third grade statewide student assessment in English language arts, and
there was no meeting under subsection (2) of this section, the
principal or his or her designee shall notify the student's parents or
guardians of the following:
(a) The below basic score;
(b) An explanation of the requirements of this section;
(c) The intensive improvement strategy options that are
available;
(d) The school district's grade placement policy;
(e) Contact information for a school district employee who can
respond to questions and provide additional information; and
(f) A reasonable deadline for obtaining the parent's consent
regarding the student's intensive improvement strategies that will be
implemented and the student's grade placement.
(5) The parent's or guardian's consent must be obtained regarding
the appropriate grade placement and the intensive improvement strategy
to be implemented. The school district must implement the strategy
selected in consultation with the student's parents or guardians. If
the school district does not receive a response from a parent by the
deadline or a reasonable time thereafter, the principal or his or her
designee shall make a decision on the student's grade placement for
the following year and the intensive improvement strategies that will
be implemented during the following school year.
(6) If the school principal and parent cannot agree on the
appropriate grade placement and improvement strategies from the list
of available options, the parent's request will be honored.
(7) If a student does not have a score in English language arts
on the third grade statewide student assessment but the district
determines, or is able to anticipate from, using district or
classroom-based formative or diagnostic assessments or another
standardized assessment, that the student's performance is equivalent
to below basic in English language arts, the policy in subsections (2)
through (6) of this section applies.
(8) Students participating in the transitional bilingual
instruction program are exempt from the policy in subsections (2)
through (6) of this section, unless the student has participated in
the transitional bilingual instruction program for three school years
and receives a score of below basic on the third grade statewide
student assessment in English language arts.
(9) Students with disabilities whose individualized education
program includes specially designed instruction in reading or English
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language arts are exempt from subsections (2) through (8) of this
section. Communication and consultation with parents or guardians of
such students shall occur through the individualized education program
process required under chapter 28A.155 RCW and associated
administrative rules. [2015 c 125 § 1; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 § 105.]
Effective date—2015 c 125: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [April 25, 2015]." [2015 c 125 § 2.]
Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.
RCW 28A.655.235 Reading skills—Intensive reading and literacy
improvement strategy—Calculation of tested students at or below basic
on third grade student assessment—State menu of best practices.
(1)(a) Beginning in the 2015-16 school year, except as otherwise
provided in this subsection (1), for any student who received a score
of basic or below basic on the third grade statewide student
assessment in English language arts in the previous school year, the
school district must implement an intensive reading and literacy
improvement strategy from a state menu of best practices established
in accordance with subsection (3) of this section or an alternative
strategy in accordance with subsection (4) of this section.
(b) Reading and literacy improvement strategies for students with
disabilities whose individualized education program includes specially
designed instruction in reading or English language arts shall be as
provided in the individualized education program.
(2)(a) Also beginning in the 2015-16 school year, in any school
where more than forty percent of the tested students received a score
of basic or below basic on the third grade statewide student
assessment in English language arts in the previous school year, as
calculated under this subsection (2), the school district must
implement an intensive reading and literacy improvement strategy from
a state menu of best practices established in accordance with
subsection (3) of this section or an alternative strategy in
accordance with subsection (4) of this section for all students in
grades kindergarten through four at the school.
(b) For the purposes of this subsection (2), the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall exclude the following from
the calculation of a school's percentage of tested students receiving
a score of basic or below basic on the third grade statewide student
assessment:
(i) Students enrolled in the transitional bilingual instruction
program unless the student has participated in the transitional
bilingual instruction program for three school years;
(ii) Students with disabilities whose individualized education
program specifies a different standard to measure reading performance
than is required for the statewide student assessment; and
(iii) Schools with fewer than ten students in third grade.
(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
convene a panel of experts, including the Washington state institute
for public policy, to develop a state menu of best practices and
strategies for intensive reading and literacy improvement designed to
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assist struggling students in reaching grade level in reading by the
end of fourth grade. The state menu must also include best practices
and strategies to improve the reading and literacy of students who are
English language learners and for system improvements that schools and
school districts can implement to improve reading instruction for all
students. The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
publish the state menu by July 1, 2014, and update the state menu by
each July 1st thereafter.
(4) School districts may use an alternative practice or strategy
that is not on a state menu developed under subsection (3) of this
section for two school years initially. If the district is able to
demonstrate improved outcomes for participating students over the
previous two school years at a level commensurate with the best
practices and strategies on the state menu, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction must approve use of the
alternative practice or strategy by the district for one additional
school year. Subsequent annual approval by the superintendent of
public instruction to use the alternative practice or strategy is
dependent on the district continuing to demonstrate an increase in
improved outcomes for participating students. [2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 §
106.]
Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.
RCW 28A.655.250 Graduation pathway options. (1)(a) Beginning
with the class of 2020, except as provided in RCW 28A.230.320,
graduation from a public high school and the earning of a high school
diploma must include the following:
(i) Satisfying the graduation requirements established by the
state board of education under RCW 28A.230.090 and any graduation
requirements established by the applicable public high school or
school district;
(ii) Satisfying credit requirements for graduation;
(iii) Demonstrating career and college readiness through
completion of the high school and beyond plan as required by RCW
28A.230.090; and
(iv) Meeting the requirements of at least one graduation pathway
option established in this section. The pathway options established in
this section are intended to provide a student with multiple pathways
to graduating with a meaningful high school diploma that are tailored
to the goals of the student. A student may choose to pursue one or
more of the pathway options under (b) of this subsection, but any
pathway option used by a student to demonstrate career and college
readiness must be in alignment with the student's high school and
beyond plan.
(b) The following graduation pathway options may be used to
demonstrate career and college readiness in accordance with (a)(iv) of
this subsection:
(i) Meet or exceed the graduation standard established by the
state board of education under RCW 28A.305.130 on the statewide high
school assessments in English language arts and mathematics as
provided for under RCW 28A.655.070;
(ii) Complete and qualify for college credit in dual credit
courses in English language arts and mathematics. For the purposes of
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this subsection, "dual credit course" means a course in which a
student qualifies for college and high school credit in English
language arts or mathematics upon successfully completing the course;
(iii) Earn high school credit in a high school transition course
in English language arts and mathematics, an example of which includes
a bridge to college course. For the purposes of this subsection
(1)(b)(iii), "high school transition course" means an English language
arts or mathematics course offered in high school where successful
completion by a high school student ensures the student college-level
placement at participating institutions of higher education as defined
in RCW 28B.10.016. High school transition courses must satisfy core or
elective credit graduation requirements established by the state board
of education. A student's successful completion of a high school
transition course does not entitle the student to be admitted to an
institution of higher education as defined in RCW 28B.10.016;
(iv) Earn high school credit, with a C+ grade, or receiving a
three or higher on the AP exam, or equivalent, in AP, international
baccalaureate, or Cambridge international courses in English language
arts and mathematics; or receiving a four or higher on international
baccalaureate exams. For English language arts, successfully
completing any of the following courses meets the standard: AP English
language and composition literature, macroeconomics, microeconomics,
psychology, United States history, world history, United States
government and politics, or comparative government and politics; or
any of the international baccalaureate individuals and societies
courses. For mathematics, successfully completing any of the following
courses meets the standard: AP statistics, computer science, computer
science principles, or calculus; or any of the international
baccalaureate mathematics courses;
(v) Meet or exceed the scores established by the state board of
education for the mathematics portion and the reading, English, or
writing portion of the SAT or ACT;
(vi) Meet any combination of at least one English language arts
option and at least one mathematics option established in (b)(i)
through (v) of this subsection (1);
(vii) Meet standard in the armed services vocational aptitude
battery; and
(viii) Complete a sequence of career and technical education
courses that are relevant to a student's postsecondary pathway,
including those leading to workforce entry, state or nationally
approved apprenticeships, or postsecondary education, and that meet
either: The curriculum requirements of core plus programs for
aerospace, maritime, health care, information technology, or
construction and manufacturing; or the minimum criteria identified in
RCW 28A.700.030. Nothing in this subsection (1)(b)(viii) requires a
student to enroll in a preparatory course that is approved under RCW
28A.700.030 for the purposes of demonstrating career and college
readiness under this section.
(2) While the legislature encourages school districts to make all
pathway options established in this section available to their high
school students, and to expand their pathway options until that goal
is met, school districts have discretion in determining which pathway
options under this section they will offer to students.
(3) The state board of education shall adopt rules to implement
the graduation pathway options established in this section. [2021 c 7
§ 3; 2019 c 252 § 201.]
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Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c 7: See notes following RCW
28A.230.320.
Intent—2019 c 252: "The legislature intends to continue
providing students with the opportunity to access a challenging
learning environment and a meaningful diploma that supports every
student in achieving his or her individualized career and college
goals.
In an ongoing effort to create an educational system focused on
individualized student learning that is culturally responsive to the
needs of our diverse student population, the legislature must provide
a system that allows each student to work with his or her teachers,
parents or guardians, and counselors to identify the best ways to
demonstrate appropriate readiness in furtherance of the student's
career and college goals.
The legislature further recognizes that student-focused
graduation pathways must be adaptable and allow students to change
pathways as their goals shift. While standardized tests may be a
graduation pathway option chosen by some to demonstrate career and
college readiness, students should have other rigorous and meaningful
pathway options to select from when demonstrating their proficiencies.
The legislature, therefore, intends to create a system of multiple
graduation pathway options that enable students to support their
individual goals for high school and beyond." [2019 c 252 § 101.]
RCW 28A.655.260 Graduation pathway options—Report and survey.
(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall collect the
following information from school districts: Which of the graduation
pathways under RCW 28A.655.250 are available to students at each of
the school districts; and the number of students using each graduation
pathway for graduation purposes. This information shall be reported
annually to the education committees of the legislature beginning
January 10, 2021. To the extent feasible, data on student
participation in each of the graduation pathways shall be
disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, and receipt of free or
reduced-price lunch.
(2) Beginning August 1, 2019, the state board of education shall
survey interested parties regarding what additional graduation
pathways should be added to the existing graduation pathways
identified in RCW 28A.655.250 and whether modifications should be made
to any of the existing pathways. Interested parties shall include at a
minimum: High school students; recent high school graduates;
representatives from the state board for community and technical
colleges and four-year higher education institutions; representatives
from the apprenticeship and training council; associations
representing business; members of the educational opportunity gap
oversight and accountability committee; and associations representing
educators, school board members, school administrators,
superintendents, and parents. The state board of education shall
provide reports to the education committees of the legislature by
August 1, 2020, and December 10, 2022, summarizing the information
collected in the surveys.
(3) Using the data reported by the superintendent of public
instruction under subsection (1) of this section, the state board of
education shall survey a sampling of the school districts unable to
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provide all of the graduation pathways under RCW 28A.655.250 in order
to identify the types of barriers to implementation school districts
have. Using the survey results from this subsection and the survey
results collected under subsection (2) of this section, the state
board of education shall review the existing graduation pathways,
suggested changes to those graduation pathways, and the options for
additional graduation pathways, and shall provide a report to the
education committees of the legislature by December 10, 2022, on the
following:
(a) Recommendations on whether changes to the existing pathways
should be made and what those changes should be;
(b) The barriers school districts have to offering all of the
graduation pathways and recommendations for ways to eliminate or
reduce those barriers for school districts;
(c) Whether all students have equitable access to all of the
graduation pathways and, if not, recommendations for reducing the
barriers students may have to accessing all of the graduation
pathways; and
(d) Whether additional graduation pathways should be included and
recommendations for what those pathways should be. [2021 c 144 § 3;
2019 c 252 § 202.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
RCW 28A.655.270 Student support for graduation—Student learning
plans. (Effective August 31, 2022.) To help assure continued progress
in academic achievement as a foundation for high school graduation and
to assure that students are on track for high school graduation in
whichever graduation pathway the student chooses, each school district
shall:
(1) Provide students who did not meet or exceed the standard on
the high school assessments in English language arts or mathematics
under RCW 28A.655.070, with the opportunity to access any combination
of interventions, academic supports, or courses, that are designed to
support students in meeting high school graduation requirements. These
interventions, supports, and courses must be rigorous and consistent
with the student's educational and career goals identified in his or
her high school and beyond plan, and may include career and technical
education equivalencies in English language arts or mathematics
adopted under RCW 28A.230.097; and
(2) Prepare student learning plans and notify students and their
parents or legal guardians as provided in this subsection. Student
learning plans are required for eighth grade students who were not
successful on any or all of the content areas of the state assessment
during the previous school year or who are not on track to graduate
due to credit deficiencies or absences. The parent or legal guardian
shall be notified about the information in the student learning plan,
preferably through a parent conference and at least annually. To the
extent feasible, schools serving English language learner students and
their parents shall translate the student learning plan into the
primary language of the family. The student learning plan must include
the following information as applicable:
(a) The student's results on the state assessment;
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(b) If the student is in the transitional bilingual instruction
program, the score on his or her Washington language proficiency test
II;
(c) Any credit deficiencies;
(d) The student's attendance rates over the previous two years;
(e) The student's progress toward meeting state and local
graduation requirements;
(f) The courses, competencies, and other steps the student needs
to take to meet state academic standards and stay on track for
graduation;
(g) Remediation strategies and alternative education options
available to students, including informing students of the option to
continue to receive instructional services after grade twelve or until
age twenty-one;
(h) School district programs, high school courses, and career and
technical education options available for students to meet graduation
requirements; and
(i) Available programs offered through skill centers or community
and technical colleges, including diploma options under RCW
28B.50.535. [2019 c 252 § 203.]
Effective date—2019 c 252 § 203: "Section 203 of this act takes
effect August 31, 2022." [2019 c 252 § 506.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
RCW 28A.655.280 Applicability of certificates of individual
achievement and assessments. RCW 28A.155.045, 28A.655.061, and
28A.655.065, as they existed on January 1, 2019, apply to students in
the graduating class of 2018 and prior graduating classes. [2019 c
252 § 401.]
Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250.
RCW 28A.655.300 Global citizens in a global society. By
September 1, 2021, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall identify existing state learning standards that
address the knowledge and skills that all public school students need
to be global citizens in a global society with an appreciation for the
contributions of diverse cultures. These state learning standards must
be periodically updated to incorporate best practices in ethnic
studies. [2020 c 59 § 1; 2019 c 279 § 2.]
Intent—2019 c 279: "The legislature stated in RCW 28A.150.210
that a "basic education is an evolving program of instruction that is
intended to provide students with the opportunity to become
responsible and respectful global citizens." In order to prepare
students to be global citizens, the legislature intends to require the
office of the superintendent of public instruction to develop, and
periodically update, essential academic learning requirements and
grade-level expectations that identify the knowledge and skills that
all public school students need to be global citizens in a global
society with an appreciation for the contributions of diverse
cultures. The office of the superintendent of public instruction must
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also identify and make available ethnic studies materials and
resources for use in grades seven through twelve. The legislature also
intends to encourage public schools with students in grades seven
through twelve to offer an ethnic studies course that incorporates the
materials and resources." [2019 c 279 § 1.]
Intent—2019 c 279: See note following RCW 28A.300.112.
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