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By Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources

On page 1, line 6, after "development" strike all material through "flows." on line 16 and insert "requires access to uninterruptible water supplies. However, water supplies are not unlimited due to senior water rights and regulations that establish base flows and minimum instream flows. When senior water rights and flow regulations limit additional out-of-stream uses, mitigation options may provide a viable option if they are readily available and well-understood. The legislature recognizes the importance of providing clarity regarding the range of available mitigation options to help provide economic opportunities in rural areas."
EFFECT: Changes the effect section to remove language related to rural economic development being threatened by a lack of access to uninterruptible water, removes language related to state agencies failing to provide mitigation options, removes language related to it not being acceptable policy to inhibit rural economic development, and adds language recognizing that senior water rights and instream rules make access to water not unlimited and that clarity regarding available mitigation would be helpful.
