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6002-S AMS SHEL MCNA 898

SSB 6002 - S AMD 532
By Senators Shel don, Fraser

W THDRAWN 02/ 27/ 2014

On page 163, after line 25, insert the foll ow ng:
"(4) (a) The Puget Sound partnership shall convene a governor-

appointed work group of state agencies, | ocal i ntegrating

organi zations, congressional staff, and others participating as

funders or eligible recipients of nontribal, federal environnental

protection agency national estuary program grants for Puget Sound

restoration. The governor shall invite representatives of the United

States environnental protection agency region ten and affected tribes

to participate. State participation shall include the departnents of

heal th, ecology, fish and wildlife and natural resources.

(b) The purpose of the work group is to devel op recommendations to

i nprove outcones for Puget Sound recovery targets and streamine the

nontribal, national estuary program fund distribution process,

including Puget Sound geographic initiative funds, and state

i nvestnents for Puget Sound recovery. The workgroup shall:

(1) I'nclude | ean process inprovenent tools in its approach;

(ii)ldentify both short-term and |ong-term recommendations to

inprove the funding distribution process within the context of the

nati onal estuary program and any related changes to the Puget Sound

action agenda,

(iii) Examne the size, distribution and wuse of non-triba

national estuary programfunding in relation to the size, distribution

and use of total state funding and, to the extent possible, other

federal funding for Puget Sound restoration;

(iv) ldentify fromexisting informati on any funding gaps in puget

sound restoration related to inplenenting local priorities in the

action agenda for Puget Sound recovery;
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(v) Exam ne the pros and cons of national estuary grant nmanagenent

and di stribution:

(A) Through a single state agency;

(B) Through the current nultiple state agency approach; and

(© Through a consortiumof |ocal integrating organi zati ons

as a receiver and distributor of a portion of grant funds; and

(vi) Examne the feasibility of creating a centralized |ocation to

access information on how national estuary grant funds have been
di stributed and to whom

(c) The work group shall submt its findings and recomendati ons

to the governor, appropriate commttees of the legislature and

envi ronnental protection agency region ten by Septenber 1, 2014."

EFFECT: Requi res the Puget Sound Partnership to convene a
gover nor - appoi nted work group to devel op recomendations to inprove
out cones for Puget Sound recovery by evaluating the current funding
process and distributions.

FI SCAL | MPACT: W thin avail abl e resour ces.
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