
 

6552-S2.E AMH SANT MCLA 006 Official Print - 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

6552-S2.E AMH SANT MCLA 006 

    

E2SSB 6552 - H AMD TO APP COMM AMD (H-4469.1/14)  911 
By Representative Santos 

WITHDRAWN 03/12/2014 

 On page 1, line 27 of the striking amendment, afte r "class of" 

strike "2019" and insert "2022" 

 

 On page 5, line 8 of the striking amendment, after  "class of" 

strike "2019" and insert "2022" 

 

 On page 6, beginning on line 27 of the striking am endment, strike 

all of section 202 and insert the following: 

 "Sec. 202.  RCW 28A.230.090 and 2011 c 203 s 2 are each amended  to 

read as follows: 

 (1) The state board of education shall establish h igh school 

graduation requirements or equivalencies for studen ts as provided in 

this section, except as provided in RCW 28A.230.122  and except those 

equivalencies established by local high schools or school districts 

under RCW 28A.230.097.  The purpose of a high schoo l diploma is to 

declare that a student is ready for success in post secondary 

education, gainful employment, and citizenship, and  is equipped with 

the skills to be a lifelong learner. 

 (a) Any course in Washington state history and gov ernment used to 

fulfill high school graduation requirements shall c onsider including 

information on the culture, history, and government  of the American 

Indian peoples who were the first inhabitants of th e state. 

 (b) The certificate of academic achievement requir ements under RCW 

28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achiev ement requirements 

under RCW 28A.155.045 are required for graduation f rom a public high 

school but are not the only requirements for gradua tion. 



 

6552-S2.E AMH SANT MCLA 006 Official Print - 2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

 (c) Any decision on whether a student has met the state board's 

high school graduation requirements for a high scho ol and beyond plan 

shall remain at the local level. 

 (2)(a) ((In recognition of the statutory authority  of the state 

board of education to establish and enforce minimum  high school 

graduation requirements,)) The state board shall es tablish the 

following credit and course distribution requiremen ts beginning with 

the graduating class of 2022: 

 (i) Four English credits; 

 (ii) Three mathematics credits, which may include equivalent 

career and technical courses, and where the content  of the third 

credit is chosen by the student based on the studen t's interests and 

high school and beyond plan with agreement of the s tudent's parent or 

guardian or agreement of the school counselor or pr incipal; 

 (iii) Three social studies credits; 

 (iv) Three science credits, including two credits of laboratory 

science, which may include equivalent career and te chnical courses, 

and where the content of the third credit is chosen  by the student 

based on the student's interests and high school an d beyond plan with 

agreement of the student's parent or guardian or ag reement of the 

school counselor or principal; 

 (v) One-half credit in health; 

 (vi) One and one-half credits in fitness; 

 (vii) Two credits in the arts, one of which may be  substituted for 

a personalized pathway requirement; 

 (viii) One credit in career and technical educatio n or 

occupational education; 

 (ix) Two credits of a second language or two credi ts of 

personalized pathway requirements; and 

 (x) Four elective credits. 

 (b) Personalized pathway requirements are related courses that 

lead to a specific posthigh school career or educat ional outcome 

chosen by the student based on the student's intere sts and high school 

and beyond plan, that may include career and techni cal education, and 
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are intended to provide a focus for the student's l earning. 

 (c) School districts are authorized to waive up to  two credits of 

the twenty-four credits specified in (a) and (b) of  this subsection on 

an individual student basis in accordance with writ ten policies 

adopted by school district boards of directors.  Th e policies must 

establish criteria for granting the waiver based on  unusual 

circumstances.   

 (d)  The state board shall periodically reevaluate  the graduation 

requirements and shall report such findings to the legislature in a 

timely manner as determined by the state board. 

 (((b))) (e) The state board shall ((reevaluate)) m onitor the 

graduation requirements for students enrolled in vo cationally 

intensive and rigorous career and technical educati on programs, 

particularly those programs that lead to a certific ate or credential 

that is state or nationally recognized.  The purpos e of the 

((evaluation)) monitoring is to ensure that student s enrolled in these 

programs have sufficient opportunity to earn a cert ificate of academic 

achievement, complete the program and earn the prog ram's certificate 

or credential, and complete other state and local g raduation 

requirements. 

 (((c))) (f) After the effective date of this secti on, the state 

board shall forward any proposed changes to the hig h school graduation 

requirements specified in (a) and (b) of this subse ction to the 

education committees of the legislature for review and to the quality 

education council established under RCW 28A.290.010 .  The legislature 

shall have the opportunity to act during a regular legislative session 

before the changes are adopted through administrati ve rule by the 

state board.  Changes that have a fiscal impact on school districts, 

as identified by a fiscal analysis prepared by the office of the 

superintendent of public instruction, shall take ef fect only if 

formally authorized and funded by the legislature t hrough the omnibus 

appropriations act or other enacted legislation. 

 (g) The state board shall adopt rules consistent w ith this 

section. 
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 (3) Pursuant to any requirement for instruction in  languages other 

than English established by the state board of educ ation or a local 

school district, or both, for purposes of high scho ol graduation, 

students who receive instruction in American sign l anguage or one or 

more American Indian languages shall be considered to have satisfied 

the state or local school district graduation requi rement for 

instruction in one or more languages other than Eng lish. 

 (4) If requested by the student and his or her fam ily, a student 

who has completed high school courses before attend ing high school 

shall be given high school credit which shall be ap plied to fulfilling 

high school graduation requirements if: 

 (a) The course was taken with high school students , if the 

academic level of the course exceeds the requiremen ts for seventh and 

eighth grade classes, and the student has successfu lly passed by 

completing the same course requirements and examina tions as the high 

school students enrolled in the class; or 

 (b) The academic level of the course exceeds the r equirements for 

seventh and eighth grade classes and the course wou ld qualify for high 

school credit, because the course is similar or equ ivalent to a course 

offered at a high school in the district as determi ned by the school 

district board of directors. 

 (5) Students who have taken and successfully compl eted high school 

courses under the circumstances in subsection (4) o f this section 

shall not be required to take an additional compete ncy examination or 

perform any other additional assignment to receive credit. 

 (6) At the college or university level, five quart er or three 

semester hours equals one high school credit." 
 

  EFFECT:   Strikes the provisions of the bill direc ting the State 
Board of Education (SBE) to adopt rules to implemen t a 24-credit 
graduation framework adopted by SBE resolution in N ovember 2010 and 
revised in January 2014, beginning with the graduat ing class of 
2019.  Instead, specifies a 24-credit graduation fr amework in 
statute that matches the proposal by the SBE with s ome exceptions, 
to take effect with the graduating class of 2022.  
 
Makes the following changes to the SBE proposal:   
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• Allows the content of the 3rd credit of mathematic s and the 3rd 
credit of science to be chosen by the student based  on a High School 
and Beyond Plan with agreement of the student's par ent/guardian or 
the school counselor/principal. 
• Specifies in statute, rather than only in SBE rule , that career 
and technical education (CTE) equivalent courses ma y be used for 
mathematics and science. 
• Authorizes school districts to waive up to two cre dits of the 
required twenty-four credits on an individual stude nt basis based on 
criteria specified in written policies adopted by s chool boards, 
rather than based on SBE rules.  Requires the polic ies to establish 
criteria for granting the waiver based on unusual c ircumstances. 
• Refers to "second" languages rather than "world" l anguages. 
   
Provides that if the SBE proposes further changes t o graduation 
requirements, the proposals must be forwarded to th e Legislature 
under the terms established in current law. 

 

--- END --- 

 


