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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1698

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By House Finance (originally sponsored by Representatives Hudgins and
Me Coy)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 03/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to broadband adoption and depl oynent; addi ng new
sections to chapter 43.105 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The depl oynent and adopti on of hi gh-speed internet services and
t echnol ogy advancenents enhances econoni ¢ devel opnent and public safety
for the state's comunities, as well as offering inproved health care
and access to consuner and | egal services, increased educational and
civic participation opportunities, and a better quality of life for the
state's residents.

(2) Inprovenments in the deploynent and adoption of high-speed
i nt er net services and the strategic inclusion of t echnol ogy
advancenents and technol ogy education are critical to ensuring that
Washi ngton remains conpetitive and continues to provide a skilled
wor kf orce, attract businesses, and stimulate job grow h.

(3) The state nust encourage and support strategic partnerships of
public, private, nonprofit, and comunity-based sectors in the
continued grow h and devel opnent of high-speed internet services and
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information technology for state residents and businesses. Thi s
includes ensuring digital inclusion in internet access, technol ogy
literacy, digital nedia literacy, and that all Washi ngtoni ans are able
to obtain and utilize broadband fully, regardl ess of |ocation, economc
status, literacy level, age, disability, or the size of the business or
nonprofit organization.

(4) I'nlight of the inportance of broadband depl oynent and adopti on
to the econony, health, safety, and welfare of +the people of
Washington, it is essential the | egislature create a broadband prograns
managenent structure to ensure developnment and inplenentation of
statew de broadband strategies, with the ultimte goal of making high-
speed internet service nore readily available throughout the state,
especially in areas with an uptake rate for high-speed internet bel ow
t he state nedi an.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The department may continue the work of the high-speed internet
strategy work group convened in 2008 by continuing to consult wth
representatives of telecomunications providers, technol ogy conpani es,
t el ecomuni cati ons unions, health care providers, community technol ogy
organi zations, higher education, K-12 educators, and other relevant
entities to inplenent high-speed internet deploynent and adoption
strategies, subject to avail able funding, that may include, but is not
limted to:

(1) Devel oping programnms to provide |lowincone famlies wth reduced
cost internet access or progranms to provide |ow cost internet access to
nonprofit entities as suggested in the K-20 program

(2) Securing additional funding for technology literacy, digita
media literacy, and digital inclusion prograns;

(3) ldentifying broadband demand opportunities in conmmunities by
wor ki ng cooperatively with |ocal organizations, governnment agencies,
and busi nesses;

(4) Developing last-mle technology | oan prograns targeting small
busi nesses or busi nesses | ocated in underserved areas; and

(5) Establishing |owcost hardware, software, and internet
pur chasi ng progr ams such as i ncl udi ng comuni ty t echnol ogy
organi zations in state hardware and sof tware purchasi ng prograns.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The department may apply for and receive federal funding for
the purposes of <creating or supporting broadband adoption and
depl oynent opportunities consistent wwth section 2 of this act.

(2) The departnent is designated as the single eligible entity in
the state to receive federal funding for purposes of the broadband data
i nprovenent act, P.L. 110-385.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of federal or state funding
appropriated for this specific purpose, the departnent nust track
residential, nonprofit organization, and business adoption of high-
speed internet, conputers, and related information technol ogy through
publicly avail able sources and nust work with communities to identify
barriers to the adoption of broadband services and related i nformation
technology services by individuals, nonprofit organizations, and
busi nesses.

~-- END ---
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