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Brief Description:  Suspending the parole or probation of an offender who is charged with a 
new felony offense in certain conditions.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by 
Senators Hargrove, Carrell, Stevens, Kauffman and Roach).

Senate Committee on Human Services & Corrections
House Committee on Human Services

Background:  The Interstate Compact for Adult Offender Supervision is an agreement 
entered into between the states permitting supervision of offenders across state lines. Each 
state is bound by the terms of the compact, which requires a state to supervise an offender if 
the offender meets certain criteria. The state receiving the offender for supervision must 
supervise the individual consistent with the supervision of other similar offenders sentenced 
in the receiving state.

Many offenders received by Washington for supervision are on a parole or probation system.  
Washington does not have the jurisdiction to revoke an offender's parole or probation if 
warranted.  Applying Washington's unique sentencing laws to an offender on parole or 
probation can be confusing.

Prior to 1984 Washington had a parole system.  There are still offenders in Washington who 
are on parole or who are in prison and may be released and placed on parole at some point in 
the future.  The parole board (now designated as the Indeterminate Sentence Review Board-
ISRB) may take a variety of actions when an offender violates the terms of his or her parole, 
including suspension of the person's parole pending the disposition of new criminal charges.

Summary:  The Department of Corrections (DOC) may supervise an offender on supervision 
under the Interstate Compact who is on parole or probation consistent with the supervision of 
other offenders in Washington who are on parole.  Specifically, if an offender is charged with 
a new felony offense, under the ISRB or DOC's sanction authority, the offender's parole or 
probation may be suspended pending disposition of the criminal charges.

DOC is required to identify the states from which it receives the highest number of offenders 
for supervision, determine the feasibility and cost of establishing memoranda of 
understanding with those states, and report back to the Legislature by December 1, 2010.  

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Washington representatives, at the next meeting of the Interstate Commission, must seek a 
resolution regarding:  any inequitable distribution of costs, benefits, and obligations; the 
scope of the mandatory acceptance policy; and the authority of the receiving state to 
determine when it can no longer supervise an offender.  DOC must examine the feasibility 
and cost of withdrawal from the Interstate Compact and report back to the Legislature by 
December 1, 2010.  

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 47 0
House 94 0 (House amended)

(Senate refused to concur)
House 97 0 (House receded/amended)
Senate 48 0 (Senate concurred)

Effective:  June 1, 2010 (Sections 3 and 4)
June 10, 2010 
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