
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5373

As of February 2, 2009

Title:  An act relating to early intervention services for children with disabilities.

Brief Description:  Concerning early intervention services for children with disabilities.

Sponsors:  Senators Kauffman, Tom, Kline, Oemig, Kohl-Welles, Shin, Hargrove, Kastama, 
Regala, Marr, McDermott, Fairley, Jarrett, Pridemore, Kilmer, McAuliffe, Keiser, Jacobsen, 
Franklin, Fraser and Haugen.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Health & Long-Term Care:  2/05/09.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & LONG-TERM CARE

Staff:  Rhoda Donkin (786-7465)

Background:  The state's Infant Toddler Early Intervention Program (ITEIP) is part of the 
Division of Developmental Disabilities and provides services to children with developmental 
disabilities potentially years before they enter school.  Studies indicate, and the state's ITEIP 
program has demonstrated, that children who have services during the earliest years of 
neurodevelopment can show the greatest gains in function.  Recent data from September 
2008 reported that 27 percent of the children leaving the ITEIP program did not need special 
education services by their third birthday.

Federal law requires that school districts provide necessary services for eligible children with 
disabilities from ages three through 21.  Recent state law requires school districts to provide 
or contract for early intervention services for all eligible children from birth to age three.  
Ninety-six percent of school districts are contracting for ITEIP services, as of January 2009.  

In order to receive federal funding, the state submitted a plan for providing early intervention 
services to all infants and toddlers in the state with disabilities and to their families. The state
plan calls for services to be coordinated through funding from school districts, the Division 
of Developmental Disabilities (DDD), Medicaid,  Department of Health, and private 
insurance.  Counties receive block grants through DDD to pay for services for individuals of 
all ages who have developmental disabilities.  It is estimated that one-third of counties do not 
use state block grant money for infants and toddlers, and  there is concern that this inequity 
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has created vastly different access to services for the most delayed infants and toddlers in the 
state.        

Summary of Bill:  A state entitlement is created to services under the ITEIP for all eligible 
infants with developmental delays or disabilities and their families.  Monies provided to the 
counties to contract for ITEIP services can no longer be given as a block grant for service for 
all ages.  Monies for ITEIP services must be designated as such and used by the counties to 
contract for ITEIP services only.  The contract amounts for ITEIP services will be 
determined by the amount necessary to provide the required services as determined by the 
child's individualized family service plan.  The ITEIP will be added to the list of programs 
for which the Forecast Council provides an official forecast of the number of persons who 
will be eligible for ITEIP services each year.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on  July 1, 2011.
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