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Brief Description:  Regarding certification of speech-language pathology assistants.

Sponsors:  Senator Franklin.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Places Certified Speech-Language Pathology Assistants under the disciplinary 
authority of the Board of Hearing and Speech.

� Grants the Board of Hearing and Speech the authority to recommend continuing 
education and continuing competency requirements for Certified Speech-Language 
Pathology Assistants.

Hearing Date:  2/18/10

Staff:  Jim Morishima (786-7191).

Background: 

In 2009 the Legislature created a new credential for Certified Speech-Language Pathology 
Assistants.  Certified Speech-Language Pathology Assistants provide speech-language pathology 
services under the direction and supervision of Licensed Speech-Language Pathologists or 
Certified Educational Staff Associates.  Supervision of a Certified Speech-Language Pathology 
Assistants may be direct or indirect; the Board of Hearing and Speech (Board) determines by 
rule which tasks must be performed under direct supervision and which tasks may be performed 
under indirect supervision.  Speech-Language Pathology Assistants may not perform procedures 
or tasks that require diagnosis, evaluation, or clinical interpretation.

In order to qualify for certification as a Certified Speech Language Pathology Assistant, a person
must either:

� have an associate's degree, or a certificate of proficiency, from an institution of higher 
education's speech-language pathology assistant program as evidenced by:
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�

�

�

transcripts showing 45 quarter hours or 30 semester hours of speech-language 
pathology coursework; and
transcripts showing 45 quarter hours or 30 semester hours of general education 
credit; or

have a bachelor's degree from an institution of higher education's speech, language, and 
hearing program.

In lieu of these requirements, an applicant may meet the requirements for certification if, by July
26, 2010, he or she submits a competency checklist to the Board and is employed under the 
supervision of a speech-language pathologist for at least 600 hours within the last three years as 
defined by the Board by rule.  The Board may require all certified speech-language pathology 
assistants comply with continuing competency requirements.

Although the Board is the disciplining authority under the Uniform Disciplinary Act for 
Licensed Speech Language Pathologists, the disciplining authority for Certified Speech-
Language Pathology Assistants is the Department of Health (DOH).

Summary of Bill: 

The disciplining authority under the Uniform Disciplinary Act for Certified Speech-Language 
Pathology Assistants is changed from the DOH to the Board.  The Board is authorized to 
recommend continuing education and continuing competency requirements for Certified Speech-
Language Pathology Assistants. 

The date by which a person may submit the competency checklist to meet the alternative 
qualifications for certification as a Certified Speech-Language Pathology Assistant is changed 
from July 26, 2010, to July 1, 2010.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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