SB 5116 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Creates the Washi ngton touri sm conm ssi on.

Requires the commi ssion to pursue a coordi nated program
to expand the tourism industry throughout the state in
cooperation with the public and private tourism devel opnent
organi zati ons. The conm ssion shall devel op and approve, and
update as necessary, a six-year strategic plan that includes,
but is not limted to: (1) Pronoting WAashington as a tourism
destination to national and international markets to include
nat ure- based and wildlife view ng tourism

(2) Providing information to businesses and |ocal
comunities on tourism opportunities that could expand | ocal
revenues;

(3) Assisting local comunities to strengthen their
tourismpartnerships, including their relationships with state
and | ocal agenci es;

(4) Providing | eadership training and assi stance to | ocal
communities to facilitate the devel opnment and inpl enmentation
of local tourismplans; and

(5) Coordinating the devel opnent of a statew de tourism
marketing plan that nust be adopted by March 31, 2008, and
every two years thereafter. If the comm ssion does not adopt a
marketing plan by March 31st of even-nunbered years, the
director has the authority to approve a tourism marketing plan
for inplementation. The plan shall specifically address
mechanisnms for: (a) funding national and international
mar keti ng and nature-based tourism efforts; (b) interagency
cooperation; and (c) integrating the state plan with |ocal
touri sm pl ans.

Desi gnat es fundi ng nechani sis.

Repeal s RCW 43. 330. 095.



