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Establishes programs to end homelessness.
Creates within the department the ending homelessness

program to develop and implement a statewide ending
homelessness strategic plan, coordinate and monitor local
government ending homelessness plans and programs, and
implement and manage an ending homelessness grant program. The
ending homelessness program has an established short-term goal
of reducing the homeless population statewide and in each
county by fifty percent by July 1, 2015, and an ultimate goal
of ending homelessness. The ending homelessness program is
developed and administered by the department with advice and
input from the affordable housing advisory board established
in RCW 43.185B.020.

Provides that program outcomes and performance measures
and goals must be created by the department in consultation
with the interagency council on homelessness and a task force
established by the department consisting of the committee
chairs of the appropriate committees of the legislature,
representatives appointed by the director from a minimum of
five local ending homelessness task forces representing both
urban and rural areas and communities east and west of the
Cascade mountains, and a representative from a statewide
membership organization that advocates for ending
homelessness. The task force must also produce guidelines for
local governments regarding methods, techniques, and data
suggested to measure each performance measure. Performance
measures, yearly targets, and corresponding measurement
guidelines must be established by December 31, 2007, and must
be reviewed annually by the department and the interagency
council on homelessness after soliciting feedback from all
local ending homelessness task forces.

Authorizes the department to determine a timeline for
implementation and measurement of each performance measure for
the state and local ending homelessness plans, except that the
state and all local governments must implement and respond to
all performance measures by December 31, 2009, unless the
department finds that a performance measure is not applicable
to a specific local area according to parameters and
thresholds established by the department.

Requires the employment security department to annually
establish a self-sufficiency standard based upon the cost of
living, including housing costs, which include mortgage or
rent payments and utilities other than telephone, for each
county and major city in the state. The first self-sufficiency
standard must be presented to the legislature by December 31,
2008.



Requires the joint legislative audit and review committee
to conduct a performance audit of the ending homelessness
program every four years. The first audit must be conducted by
December 31, 2009. Each audit must take no longer than six
months or fifty thousand dollars to complete.

Appropriates the sum of fifty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2008, from the general fund to the ending
homelessness account to be distributed by the department of
community, trade, and economic development to five housing
authorities, using a selection method and distribution formula
to be determined by the department, to implement a quality
management program and prepare and submit an application to
the Washington quality awards program by December 31, 2009.

Appropriates the sum of fifty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2008, from the general fund to the ending
homelessness account to be distributed by the department of
community, trade, and economic development to five community
action agencies, using a selection method and distribution
formula to be determined by the department, to implement a
quality management program and prepare and submit an
application to the Washington quality awards program by
December 31, 2009.


