VETO MESSAGE ON E2SHB 2844
April 1, 2008

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning, wthout ny approval as to Section 1, Engrossed
Second Substitute House Bill 2844 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to preventing air and water
pol luti on through urban forestry partnerships.”

Section 1 is an unnecessarily prescriptive and detailed intent
section. For this reason, | have vetoed Section 1 of Engrossed
Second Substitute House Bill 2844

| nmust note that the | egislative budget only partially funds
this bill. The Department of Conmmunity Trade and Econom c
Devel opnent (CTED) received funds for devel opi ng the Evergreen
Communities grant program nodel ordinances and plans. The
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is partially funded to
provide CTED with technical expertise, to develop an urban
forest inventory inplenentation plan, and to conduct two pil ot
i nventori es.

The highest priorities for these limted dollars are for DNR
to (1) provide technical expertise to CTED and | ocal
gover nment s, (2) develop the urban forest i nventory
i npl enentation plan -- focusing on the use of existing data
and current inventory technol ogies, and (3) then to begin the
pil ot projects.

Conducting the comunity and urban forest inventories
statewide is premature until DNR develops and tests an
ef ficient i nventory process. Fundi ng for subsequent

i nventories should be considered as a separate policy decision
in the future.

Wth the exception of Section 1, Engrossed Second Substitute
House Bill 2844 is approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine Gregoire
Gover nor



