VETO MESSAGE ON 2SHB 1573
May 9, 2007

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 8, Second
Substitute House Bill 1573 entitl ed:

" AN ACT Rel ati ng to dr opout preventi on,
intervention, and retrieval."

Sections 1 through 7 of this bill provide for the devel opnent
and inplenentation of a grant program that, t hr ough
col | aborati ve school district, famly and comunity

partnershi ps and services, support vul nerabl e students who are
at risk of dropping out of mddle or high school. The grant

programw || be called the Building Bridges Program
Section 8 deals with existing dropout prevention and high
school conpl eti on progr ams run by comunity based

organi zations and community and technical colleges through
contracts with school districts. Section 8 sets the criteria
for determning state funding for students enrolled in these
progranms, and was intended to address concerns raised by

comunity based organi zations. | amvetoing Section 8 because
it would have the unintended consequence of decreasing
enrollment in existing high school conpletion prograns

avai l able through conmunity and technical colleges. The
Superintendent of Public Instruction has indicated that the
concerns of the community based organi zati ons can be addressed
t hrough the rul e maki ng process for the new dropout prevention
program

For these reasons, I have vetoed Section 8 of Second
Substitute House Bill 1573.

Wth the exception of Section 8, Second Substitute House Bil
1573 i s approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



