VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1051
May 8, 2007

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout my approval as to Section 9, House
Bill 1051 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to high school conpl etion
prograns. "

Sections 1 through 8 of this bill provide for the devel opnent
of two pilot progranms at conmunity or technical colleges. The
prograns are intended to support certain students as they work
to neet the State's academic standards in reading, witing

mat hematics or science. For these students, denobnstrating
proficiency in one or nore of these subjects is the final step
in nmeeting their high school graduation requirenents and
obtai ning a high school diplona. The |egislation outlines the
student eligibility and program criteria, authorizes the
financial support, waives student tuition and fees, and
provides for a study of the programis results in two years'
time.

Section 9 of the bill creates and recognizes a new state
certificate for high school students who do not neet the
requirenents for a high school diploma, the Certificate of
Academi ¢ Conpletion (Certificate). The Certificate may be
conferred by school districts to students who neet all state
and local requirenments for graduation with the exception of
passage of one or nore of the high school assessnents in
reading, witing and mathematics. Qur students are worKking
very hard to achieve the skills necessary for success in their
endeavors beyond high school. By creating the Certificate of
Academic Conpletion we will be sending a nessage to these
students that they do not need the basic skills required for
t he high school diploma. This is wong.

For these reasons, | amvetoing Section 9 of House Bill 1051.
Wth the exception of Section 9, House Bill 1051 is approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine O Gregoire
Gover nor



