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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5987

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Committee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators
Clenments, Carrell, Marr, Holnmuist, Schoesler and Rasnussen; by
request of Attorney Ceneral)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to gang-related offenses; and creating new
sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the people of
Washi ngton state face a crisis brought upon by increased gang crine and
vi ol ence, which is threatening public safety in comunities across the
state. Those who live in comunities where gang nenbership is on the
rise find thenselves living with the daily threat of intimdation and
har assnent . Ordinary citizens are increasingly vulnerable to
gang-related crines such as drug dealing, damage to real property,
theft of personal property and autonobiles, or even assault, rape, and
murder. Even those not directly affected by gang-related crine, share
in the indirect costs such as | ower property val ues, higher insurance
prem uns, and the endangernent of our youth. Mor eover, our first
responders find thenselves increasingly vul nerable to personal injury
or death when responding to gang-related crines such as drug deali ng,
assault, driving without a license, or attenpting to elude a police
vehi cl e.
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It is the intent of the legislature to establish a work group to
eval uate and nake | egi sl ati ve reconmmendati ons regardi ng the probl em of
gang-related crinme in Washi ngton state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The Washington association of sheriffs and
police chiefs is directed to convene a work group to evaluate the
probl em of gang-related crine in Wshington state. Menbers shall
i ncl ude one nenber from each of the two | argest caucuses in the house
of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives, one nmenber from each of the two |argest caucuses in
the senate, appointed by the president of the senate, and
representatives of the follow ng, appointed jointly by the president of
the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives: The office
of the attorney general, Ilocal |I|aw enforcenent, prosecutors and
muni ci pal attorneys, crimnal defense attorneys, court adm nistrators,
prison or detention adm nistrators and probation officers, and experts
in gang or delinquency prevention including the governor's juvenile
justice advisory commttee. The work group shall evaluate and nmake
recommendations regarding additional |egislative neasures to conbat
gang-related crine, the creation of a statewde gang information
dat abase, possible reforms to the juvenile justice system for
gang-related juvenile offenses, best practices for prevention and
i ntervention of youth gang nenbership, and the adoption of |egislation
authorizing a civil antigang injunction. The Washi ngton associ ati on of
sheriffs and police chiefs shall report back to the |egislature onits
findings and the recommendations of the work group or groups on or
before January 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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