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SENATE BI LL 6893

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hol nqui st, Shin, and Delvin

Read first time 01/31/08. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to intellectual diversity; and adding a new section
to chapter 28B.10 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28B.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Institutions of higher education shall pronote intellectua
diversity on their canpuses.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "intellectual diversity"
includes, but is not limted to, a |learning environnment that exposes
students to a variety of political and ideol ogical perspectives that
relate to the subject matter being taught or issues being discussed.

(3) Each institution of higher education shall take the follow ng
steps, at a mninmum to ensure that intellectual diversity is occurring
on its canpus:

(a) Incorporate intellectual diversity into the institution's
statenents, grievance procedures, and activities on diversity;

(b) Encourage a balanced approach to panels and speakers that
appear on canpus;
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(c) Establish canmpus policies that ensure speakers are not
prevented from speaki ng due to hecklers or threats of violence;

(d) Include intellectual diversity in the institution's guidelines
on teachi ng and program devel opnent; and

(e) Develop a procedure in which a student may present his or her
objection to a classroom assignnent due to its opposition with the
student's consci ence.

(4) The higher education coordinating board shall require each
institution of higher education to report to the legislature on the
steps the institution is taking to pronote intellectual diversity on
canpus. The report shall be submtted to the legislature no later than
Decenber 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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