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S-3977.1

SENATE BI LL 6339

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl -Welles, Swecker, Hargrove, Regala, Fraser, Marr, and
Kauf f man

Read first time 01/15/08. Referred to Commttee on Hunman Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to address confidentiality of victins of
trafficking; and anending RCW 40.24.010, 40.24.020, 40.24.030, and
40. 24. 080.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW40.24.010 and 2001 ¢ 28 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The |l egislature finds that persons attenpting to escape from act ual
or threatened donestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking, or
stal king frequently establish new addresses in order to prevent their
assailants or probable assailants from finding them The purpose of
this chapter is to enable state and |ocal agencies to respond to
requests for public records without disclosing the |location of a victim
of donestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking, or stalking, to
enabl e i nteragency cooperation wth the secretary of state in providing
address confidentiality for victinms of donmestic violence, sexual
assault, trafficking, or stalking, and to enable state and | ocal
agencies to accept a program participant's use of an address desi gnated
by the secretary of state as a substitute mailing address.
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Sec. 2. RCW40.24.020 and 1991 ¢ 23 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Address" nmeans a residential street address, school address,
or work address of an individual, as specified on the individual's
application to be a program participant under this chapter.

(2) "Program participant” nmeans a person certified as a program
partici pant under RCW 40. 24. 030.

(3) "Domestic violence" nmeans an act as defined in RCW 10.99. 020
and includes a threat of such acts commtted against an individual in
a donestic situation, regardl ess of whether these acts or threats have
been reported to | aw enforcenent officers.

(4) "Trafficking" neans an act as defined in RCW 9A 40.100
regardl ess of whether these acts have been reported to | aw enforcenent
of ficers.

Sec. 3. RCW40.24.030 and 2001 ¢ 28 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) An adult person, a parent or guardian acting on behalf of a
m nor, or a guardian acting on behalf of an incapacitated person, as
defined in RCW 11.88.010, may apply to the secretary of state to have
an address designated by the secretary of state serve as the person's
address or the address of the mnor or incapacitated person. The
secretary of state shall approve an application if it is filed in the
manner and on the form prescribed by the secretary of state and if it
cont ai ns:

(a) A sworn statenent by the applicant that the applicant has good
reason to believe (i) that the applicant, or the mnor or incapacitated
person on whose behalf the application is made, is a victimof donestic
vi ol ence, sexual assault, trafficking, or stalking; and (ii) that the
applicant fears for his or her safety or his or her children's safety,
or the safety of the m nor or incapacitated person on whose behalf the
application is made;

(b) A designation of the secretary of state as agent for purposes
of service of process and for the purpose of receipt of mail

(c) The mailing address where the applicant can be contacted by the
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secretary of state, and the phone nunber or nunbers where the applicant
can be called by the secretary of state;

(d) The new address or addresses that the applicant requests not be
di sclosed for the reason that disclosure wll increase the risk of
donestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking, or stalking;

(e) The signature of the applicant and of any individual or
representative of any office designated in witing under RCW 40. 24. 080
who assisted in the preparation of the application, and the date on
whi ch the applicant signed the application.

(2) Applications shall be filed wwth the office of the secretary of
state.

(3) Upon filing a properly conpleted application, the secretary of
state shall certify the applicant as a program participant. Applicants
shall be certified for four years followi ng the date of filing unless
the certification is withdrawn or invalidated before that date. The
secretary of state shall by rule establish a renewal procedure.

(4) A person who falsely attests in an application that disclosure
of the applicant's address woul d endanger the applicant's safety or the
safety of the applicant's children or the mnor or incapacitated person
on whose behalf the application is made, or who know ngly provides
false or incorrect information upon nmaking an application, shall be
puni shabl e under RCW 40. 16. 030 or ot her applicable statutes.

Sec. 4. RCW40.24.080 and 2001 c 28 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The secretary of state shall designate state and | ocal agencies and
nonprofit agencies that provide counseling and shelter services to
victinms of donmestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking, or stalking
to assi st persons applying to be program participants. Any assistance
and counseling rendered by the office of the secretary of state or its
designees to applicants shall in no way be construed as | egal advice.

~-- END ---
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