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State of Washi ngton

SENATE BI LL 5994

By Senators Shel don and McCaslin
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29A. 80. 041, 29A.80.051, and 29A.80. 061.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

| NTENT

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that a majority
of the voters of the state of WAshington are opposed to the conti nued
use of the party primary nom nating system adopted in 2004. At the
2004 state general election, the voters adopted Initiative Measure No.
872 to replace the party nom nating systemw th a nonpartisan primary
in which a voter could vote for any candidate in each office. The
ninth circuit court of appeals has ruled in Washington State Republican
Party v. Washington, 460 F.3d 1108 (2006), that one feature of the
initiative violates the <constitutional guarantee of freedom of
association, and the court declined to sever that provision fromthe
rest of the initiative. By renoving the provisions of the initiative
that allows a candidate to declare a party preference and have that
preference appear on the ballot and by renoving the party primry
nom nating provisions adopted in 2004, the legislature intends to
restore the remainder of the nonpartisan primary system the voters
approved in 2004.

REMOVI NG PARTY DESI GNATI ONS FROM THE BALLOT

Sec. 2. RCW 29A. 24.031 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 158 are each amended to
read as follows:

A candidate who desires to have his or her nane printed on the
ballot for election to an office other than president of the United
States, vice president of the United States, or an office for which
ownership of property is a prerequisite to voting shall conplete and
file a declaration of candidacy. The secretary of state shall adopt,
by rule, a declaration of candidacy form for the office of precinct
conmmttee officer and a separate standard form for candi dates for all
other offices filing under this chapter. Included on the standard form
shal | be:

(1) A place for the candidate to declare that he or she is a
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regi stered voter wwthin the jurisdiction of the office for which he or
she is filing, and the address at which he or she is registered;

(2) A place for the candidate to indicate the position for which he
or she is filing;

(3) (( | : I i d i losi on—if

4y)) A place for the candidate to indicate the anount of the
filing fee acconpanying the declaration of candidacy or for the
candidate to indicate that he or she is filing a nomnating petition in
lieu of the filing fee under RCW 29A. 24. 091,

((65))) (4) A place for the candidate to sign the declaration of
candi dacy, stating that the information provided on the formis true
and swearing or affirmng that he or she will support the Constitution
and laws of the United States and the Constitution and laws of the
state of Washi ngt on.

In the case of a declaration of candidacy filed electronically,
subm ssion of the form constitutes agreenment that the information
provided with the filing is true, that he or she wll support the
Constitutions and laws of the United States and the state of
Washi ngton, and that he or she agrees to electronic paynent of the
filing fee established in RCW29A. 24. 091.

The secretary of state may require any other information on the
formhe or she deens appropriate to facilitate the filing process.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 36.011 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 124 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

On ((e—betore)) the day following the last day for ((#efer

Litical . i1 . : I el ded

29A-28-011)) candidates to wthdraw under RCW 29A. 24. 131, the secretary
of state shall certify to each county auditor a list of the candi dates
who have filed declarations of candidacy in his or her office for the
primry. For each office, the certificate shall include the nanme of

each candidate((+)) and his or her address((;—and—his—oer—her—party

mey appear only on the general election ballot)).

Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 36. 101 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 125 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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Except for the candidates for the positions of president and vice

presi dent ( (—fer—a—partisan—or—hnonpartisan)) or an office for which no
primary is required, ((er—ftorindependent—or—mnorpartycandidatesy))
the nanes of all candidates who, under this title, filed a declaration
of candi dacy ((er—were—certitedas—a candidatetoHH avacaney—on—a
major—party—tieket)) wll appear on the appropriate ballot at the

primary throughout the jurisdiction ((H—whiech—they—are—to—be
nomnated)) of the office for which they have fil ed.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A. 36.121 and 2004 c 271 s 129 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1))((2r)) The positions or offices on a primry ((eenselidated))
bal |l ot shall be arranged in substantially the followng order: United

States senator; United States representative; governor; |ieutenant
governor; secretary of state; state treasurer; state auditor; attorney
general ; conmm ssioner of public |ands; superintendent of public
i nstruction; i nsurance conm ssi oner ; state senat or; state

representative; county officers; justices of the suprene court; judges
of the court of appeals; judges of the superior court; and judges of
the district court. For all other jurisdictions on the primary
((eonsobidated)) ballot, the offices in each jurisdiction shall be
grouped together and be in the order of the position nunbers assigned
to those offices, if any.

(YT L 1 : hall I

SB 5994 p. 4



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NNNNNNRRRPRRRRRRR R
g A W NP OO 0o ~NOO” U A WDN PP O

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(2) The order of the positions or offices on an election ballot
shall be substantially the sane as on a prinmary consolidated ball ot
except that state ballot issues nust be placed before all offices. The
offices of president and vice president of the United States shall

precede all other offices on a presidential election ballot. The
positions on a ballot ((t+e—be—assignred—+to6)) of ballot neasures
regarding local wunits of governnment shall be established by the

secretary of state by rule.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A. 36. 161 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 132 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
(1) On the top of each ballot nust be printed clear and concise
instructions directing the voter how to mark the ballot, including

wite-in votes. ((©Ga—the—top—oft—each—primary—balHot—must—be—printed
the instructions required by this chapter.))

(2) The questions of adopting constitutional anendnents or any
ot her state neasure authorized by law to be submtted to the voters at
that election nust appear after the instructions and before any
of fices.

(3) In a year that president and vice president appear on the
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general election ballot, the nanes of candi dates for president and vice
president for each political party nust be grouped together with a
singl e response position for a voter to indicate his or her choice.
(4) ({(On a general election ballot, the candidate or candi dates of
I . Litical I . | the hiel I :

£5r)) Al paper ballots and ballot cards used at a polling place
must be sequentially nunbered in such a way to permt renoval of such
nunbers w t hout | eaving any identifying marks on the ballot.

Sec. 7. RCW 29A.36.171 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 170 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW29A 36.180 and in subsection (2) of
this section, on the ballot at the general election for ((&a
nronpartisan)) an office for which a primary was held, only the nanes of
the candidate who received the greatest nunber of votes and the
candi date who received the next greatest nunber of votes for that
of fice shall appear under the title of that office, and the names shal
appear in that order. [If a primary was conducted, no candi date's nane
may be printed on the subsequent general election ballot unless he or
she receives at |east one percent of the total votes cast for that
office at the preceding primary. On the ballot at the general election
for any ((ether—noenpartisan)) office for which no primary was held, the
names of the candi dates shall be listed in the order determ ned under
RCW 29A. 36. 131.

(2) On the ballot at the general election for the office of justice
of the suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the
superior court, judge of the district court, or state superintendent of
public instruction, if a candidate in a contested primary receives a
majority of all the votes cast for that office or position, only the
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nane of that candidate may be printed under the title of the office for
t hat position.

Sec. 8. RCW 29A.52.111 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 173 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Candidates for the followng offices shall ((be—homnated—at
partisan)) appear on the ballot at primaries held pursuant to the
provi sions of this chapter:

(1) Congressional offices;

(2) Al state offices except ((£&))) judicial offices ((anrd{b)the
of-+ece—of—supertntendent—of—publ-ec—instruetion) ) |

(3) Al county offices except (({a—fudtetal—oeffteces—and—(b)))

those offices where a county honme rule charter provides otherw se.

Sec. 9. RCW29A. 52.130 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1304 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as provided otherwi se in chapter 29A.56 RCW all properly
regi stered voters may vote for their choice at any primary hel d under
this title, for any candidate for each office((;—+egardless—of

Litieal affiliati | it el . : Litieal faitl
adherence on the part of the voter)).

Sec. 10. RCW 29A. 52. 231 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 174 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Ihe)) Al offices ((e#——s&peFFnPendenP—4#——pﬁb++e——kns%FHe%+en—

Phe——s&pe#+e+——eea%%———aHd——rHdge——e#——Phe——dks%F+e%——eeﬁ+%J) ot her than
president and vice president of the United States shall be nonpartisan
).

Al city, town, and special purpose district elective offices shal
be nonpartisan ((and—the—candidates—theretor—shaltt—be—nomnated—and
el ected as such)).

CONFORM NG AMENDIVENTS
Sec. 11. RCW 29A. 04. 008 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 1 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
As used inthis title:

p. 7 SB 5994
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(1) "Ballot" means, as the context inplies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdiction or
portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, general election, or
speci al el ection;

(b) A facsimle of the contents of a particular ballot whether
printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a voting nachine
or voting device;

(c) A physical or electronic record of the choices of an individual
voter in a particular primary, general election, or special election;
or

(d) The physical docunent on which the voter's choices are to be
recor ded;

(2) "Paper ballot" nmeans a piece of paper on which the ballot for
a particular election or primary has been printed, on which a voter may
record his or her choices for any candidate or for or against any
measure, and that is to be tabul ated manual | y;

(3) "Ballot card" neans any type of card or piece of paper of any
size on which a voter may record his or her choices for any candi date
and for or against any neasure and that is to be tabulated on a vote
tallying system

(4) "Sanmple ballot"” neans a printed facsimle of all the issues and
offices on the ballot in a jurisdiction and is intended to give voters
notice of the issues, offices, and candidates that are to be voted on
at a particular primary, general election, or special election;

(5) "Provisional ballot"” nmeans a ballot issued at the polling place
on election day by the precinct election board to a voter who would
ot herwi se be denied an opportunity to vote a regular ballot, for any
reason authorized by the Help Anmerica Vote Act, including but not
limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) The voter's nanme does not appear in the poll book;

(b) There is an indication in the poll book that the voter has
requested an absentee ballot, but the voter wishes to vote at the
pol i ng pl ace;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning the
i ssues or candidates on which the voter is qualified to vote;

(d) Any other reason allowed by | aw (+

(6)—" Par ty—bakhot" Leet] hall e

SB 5994 p. 8
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Sec. 12. RCW29A.04.128 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 152 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Primary" ((er—prrary—eleetien~)) neans a statutory procedure
conducted prior to a general election for ((rRemnattng)) the purpose of
determ ning which of the candidates ((te)) for a public office ((at—the
peH-s)) will appear on the subsequent general election ballot for that
office.

Sec. 13. RCW 29A.04.210 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 133 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Only a registered voter shall be permtted to vote:

(1) At any election held for the purpose of electing persons to
public office;

(2) At any recall election of a public officer;

(3) At any election held for the subm ssion of a neasure to any
voti ng constituency;

(4) At any primary ((eleetien)).

This section does not apply to elections where being registered to
vote is not a prerequisite to voting.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.04.216 and 2004 c 271 s 104 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor of each county shall be ex officio the
supervisor of all primaries and el ections, general or special, and it
shall be the county auditor's duty to provide places for holding such
primaries and el ections; to appoint the precinct election officers and
to provide for their conpensation; to provide the supplies and
materials necessary for the conduct of elections to the precinct
el ection officers; and to publish and post notices of calling such
primaries and elections in the manner provided by |aw ((Fhe—notice-of

p. 9 SB 5994
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of—precinet—ecomtttee—ofHecer—wH—bBe—on—the—ballot—)) The auditor

shal | al so apportion to each city, town, or district, and to the state
of Washington in the odd-nunbered year, its share of the expense of
such primaries and elections. This section does not apply to general
or special elections for any city, town, or district that is not
subject to RCW 29A. 04. 321 and 29A. 04. 330, but all such el ections nust
be held and conducted at the tinme, in the manner, and by the officials
(with such notice, requirenments for filing for office, and
certifications by local officers) as provided and required by the |aws
governi ng such el ecti ons.

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.04. 311 and 2006 c¢c 344 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( (Nem-nati-ng—priharies)) Primaries for general elections to be held

i n Novenber ( (—and—the—eleection—ofprecinet—commtteeoffiecers)) nust
be held on the third Tuesday of the precedi ng August.

Sec. 16. RCW 29A.04.321 and 2006 c 344 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al state, county, city, town, and district general elections
for the election of federal, state, legislative, judicial, county,
city, town, and district officers, and for the subm ssion to the voters
of the state, county, city, town, or district of any neasure for their
adoption and approval or rejection, shall be held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of Novenber, in the year in which they nay be
cal | ed. A statewi de general election shall be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber of each year. However, the
statew de general election held in odd-nunbered years shall be limted
to (a) city, town, and district general elections as provided for in
RCW 29A. 04. 330, or as otherw se provided by law, (b) the election of
federal officers for the remainder of any unexpired ternms in the
menbership of either branch of the Congress of the United States; (c)
the election of state and county officers for the renminder of any
unexpired terns of offices created by or whose duties are described in
Article Il, section 15, Article IIl, sections 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,
and 23, and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the state Constitution and
RCW 2.06.080; (d) the election of county officers in any county
governed by a charter containing provisions calling for general county

SB 5994 p. 10
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elections at this time; and (e) the approval or rejection of state
nmeasur es, i ncluding proposed constitutional anendnent s, matters
pertaining to any proposed constitutional convention, initiative
nmeasur es and referendum neasures proposed by the el ectorate, referendum
bills, and any other matter provided by the | egislature for subm ssion
to the el ectorate.

(2) A county legislative authority may call a special county
el ection by presenting a resolution to the county auditor prior to the
proposed el ection date. Except as provided in subsection ((£4)) (5)
of this section, a special election called by the county |egislative
authority shall be held on one of the follow ng dates as decided by
such governi ng body:

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in February;

(b) The second Tuesday in March;

(c) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(d) The third Tuesday in My;

(e) The day of the primary as specified by RCW 29A 04. 311; or

(f) The first Tuesday after the first Mnday in Novenber.

(3) Aresolution calling for a special election on a date set forth
in subsection (2)(a) through (d) of this section nust be presented to
the county auditor at least fifty-tw days prior to the election date.
A resolution calling for a special election on a date set forth in
subsection (2)(e) or (f) of this section nust be presented to the
county auditor at |east eighty-four days prior to the election date.

(4) In addition to the dates set forth in subsection (2)(a) through
(f) of this section, a special election to validate an excess |evy or
bond i ssue may be called at any tinme to neet the needs resulting from
fire, flood, earthquake, or other act of God. Such county speci al
el ection shall be noticed and conducted in the manner provided by |aw.

(5) In a presidential election year, if a presidential preference
primary is conducted in February, Mrch, April, or My under chapter
29A. 56 RCW the date on which a special election nay be called by the
county legislative authority wunder subsection (2) of this section
during the nonth of that primary is the date of the presidential
primry.

(6) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all
ot her statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for such city, town, and district elections, the purpose of this

p. 11 SB 5994
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section being to establish mandatory dates for hol ding el ecti ons except
for those el ections held pursuant to a hone-rule charter adopted under
Article XI, section 4 of the state Constitution. This section shal

not be construed as fixing the time for hol di ng ((prrary—eleetions))

primaries, or elections for the recall of any elective public officer.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A.04.510 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 149 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington state election adm nistration and certification
board is established and has the responsibilities and authorities
prescribed by this chapter. The board is conposed of the follow ng
menbers:

(a) The secretary of state or the secretary's designee;

(b) The state director of elections or the director's designee;

(c) Four county auditors appointed by the Wshington state
association of county auditors or their alternates who are county
auditors designated by the association to serve as such alternates,
each appointee and alternate to serve at the pleasure of the
associ ation;

(d) ((©re)) Two nenbers ((f+omeach—ofthetwelargest—politiecal
party—caveuses)) of the house of representatives designated by and

serving at the pleasure of the ((legrstativeteader—oftherespeetive
cadeus)) speaker of the house of representatives; and

(e) ((&nre)) Two nenbers from ((each—ef—thetwotargest—poeltiecal
party—ecadveuses—eof)) the senate designated by and serving at the
pl easure of the ((legistativeteader—of the respective cavcus—and

g . : I . Litical __desi I
I I . I | Y hai Y ,
central—comrttee)) president of the senate.

(2) The board shall elect a chair fromanong its nunber; however,
neither the secretary of state nor the state director of elections nor
t heir designees may serve as the chair of the board. A mgjority of the
menbers appointed to the board constitutes a quorum for conducting the
busi ness of the board. Chapter 42.30 RCW the Open Public Meetings
Act, and RCW 42.32.030 regarding mnutes of neetings, apply to the
nmeeti ngs of the board.

(3) Menbers of the board shall serve w thout conpensation. The
secretary of state shall reinburse nenbers of the board, other than

SB 5994 p. 12
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those who are nenbers of the legislature, for travel expenses in
accordance wth RCW43.03. 050 and 43.03.060. Menbers of the board who
are nenbers of the legislature shall be reinbursed as provided in
chapter 44.04 RCW

Sec. 18. RCW 29A.04.530 and 2006 c 206 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall

(1) Establish and operate, or provide by contract, training and
certification prograns for state and county elections adm nistration
officials and personnel, including training on the various types of

el ection |law violations and di scrim nation, ((aprd—t+a-n-nrgprograns—for

pottiecal—party—oebservers)) which conform to the rules for such
prograns established under RCW 29A. 04. 630;

(2) Adm nister tests for state and county officials and personnel
who have received such training and issue certificates to those who
have successfully conpleted the training and passed such tests;

(3) Maintain a record of those individuals who have received such
training and certificates; and

(4) Provide the staffing and support services required by the board
created under RCW 29A. 04. 510.

Sec. 19. RCW 29A.04.540 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 152 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A person having responsibility for the adm nistration or conduct of
el ections, other than precinct election officers, shall, wthin
ei ghteen nont hs of undertaking those responsibilities, receive general
training regarding the conduct of elections and specific training
regarding their responsibilities and duties as prescribed by this title
or by rules adopted by the secretary of state under this title.
| ncl uded anong those persons for whom such training is mandatory are
the fol |l ow ng:

(1) Secretary of state elections division personnel;

(2) County elections adm nistrators under RCW 36. 22. 220;

(3) County canvassi ng board nenbers; and

(4) (( i eiall s w I . Litieal
as—el-ecti-ons—observersi—and
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£5)1)) Any ot her person or group charged wth election
adm ni stration responsibilities if the person or group is designated by
rul e adopted by the secretary of state as requiring the training.

Neither this section nor RCW 29A 04.530 may be construed as
requiring an elected official to receive training or a certificate of
training as a condition for seeking or holding elective office or as a
condition for carrying out constitutional duties.

Sec. 20. RCW 29A.04.570 and 2005 c 240 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The election review staff of the office of the secretary of
state shall conduct a review of election-related policies, procedures,
and practices in an affected county or counties:

(1) I'f the unofficial returns of a primary or general election for
a position in the state legislature indicate that a mandatory recount
is likely for that position; or

(ii) I'f unofficial returns indicate a mandatory recount is likely
in a statewi de election or an election for federal office.

Revi ews conducted under (ii) of this subsection shall be perforned
in as many selected counties as tinme and staffing permt. Revi ews
conducted as a result of mandatory recounts shall be perforned between
the time the unofficial returns are conplete and the tinme the recount
is to take place, if possible.

(b) I'n addition to conducting reviews under (a) of this subsection,
the election review staff shall also conduct such a reviewin a county
at |l east once in each three-year period, in conjunction with a county
primary or special or general election, at the direction of the

secretary of state or at the request of the county auditor. | f
staffing or budget |evels do not permt a three-year election cycle for
reviews, then reviews nust be done as often as possible. I f any

resident of this state believes that an aspect of a primary or election
has been conducted inappropriately in a county, the resident may file
a conplaint with the secretary of state. The secretary shall consider
such conplaints in scheduling periodic reviews under this section.
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(c) Before an election review is conducted in a county, the
secretary of state shall provide the county auditor of the affected
county ((and—the—chatr—of—the—state—central—commttee—ol—each—maror
pottical—party)) with notice that the reviewis to be conducted. Wen
a periodic review is to be conducted in a county at the direction of
the secretary of state under (b) of this subsection, the secretary
shall provide the affected county auditor not less than thirty days'
noti ce.

(2) Reviews shall be conducted in conformance wth rules adopted
under RCW 29A. 04. 630. In performng a review in a county under this
chapter, the election review staff shall evaluate the policies and
procedures established for conducting the primary or election in the
county and the practices of those conducting it. As part of the
review, the election review staff shall issue to the county auditor and
t he menbers of the county canvassing board a report of its findings and
recommendat i ons regardi ng such policies, procedures, and practices. A
revi ew conducted under this chapter shall not include any eval uation,
finding, or recomendation regarding the validity of the outcome of a
primary or election or the validity of any canvass of returns nor does
the election review staff have any jurisdiction to nake such an
eval uation, finding, or recommendation under this title.

(3) The county auditor or the county canvassi ng board shall respond
to the review report in witing, listing the steps that wll be taken
to correct any problens listed in the report. The secretary of state
shall visit the county before the next state primary or general
election to verify that the county has taken the steps they listed to
correct the problens noted in the report.

(4) The county auditor of the county in which a review is conducted
under this section or a nenber of the canvassing board of the county
may appeal the findings or recommendations of the election review staff
regarding the review by filing an appeal with the board created under
RCW 29A. 04. 510.

Sec. 21. RCW 29A.04.590 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 157 are each anended to
read as follows:

The secretary of state shall establish within the elections
di vision an el ection assistance and cl eari nghouse program which shal
provi de regular comuni cation between the secretary of state, |oca
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el ection officials, and ((mafer—anrd—mner)) political parties regarding
newly enacted elections legislation, relevant judicial decisions

affecting the admnistration of elections, and applicable attorney
general opinions, and which shall respond to inquiries fromelections
adm ni strat or s( (;—peHt+eal—parties)) and others regarding election
information. This section does not enpower the secretary of state to
offer legal advice or opinions, but the secretary may discuss the
construction or interpretation of election law, case law, or |ega
opinions fromthe attorney general or other conpetent |egal authority.

Sec. 22. RCW29A 04.611 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 1 and 2006 c¢c 206 s 2 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state as chief election officer shall nake
reasonabl e rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not i nconsi stent
with the federal and state election laws to effectuate any provision of
this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in an
orderly, tinely, and uniform manner relating to any federal, state
county, city, town, and district elections. To that end the secretary
shal |l assist |ocal election officers by devising uniform fornms and
pr ocedur es.

In addition to the rule-making authority granted otherwi se by this
section, the secretary of state shall nake rules governing the
fol |l ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, l|ayout, and production of ballots;

(4) The examnation and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that nmay be relied upon in certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counti es;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programm ng of vote
tallying software for specific primaries and el ections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
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type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabulation and
canvassi ng of ball ots;

(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ections;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot when a
smal | nunber of ballots are counted at the polls or at a counting
center;

(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at the polling place is found to be defective, the counting of
votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast on the
substitute device, and the docunentation that nust be submtted to the
county auditor regarding such circunstances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or seal ed voting devices;

(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;

(17) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnent of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by agenci es designated by the governor to
provi de voter registration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by mail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nane under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;
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(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and forns for declarations of candi dacy;

(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candi dacy by el ectronic neans;

(26) Procedures for the circunstance in which two or nore
candi dates have a nane simlar in sound or spelling so as to cause
confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sanple ballots;

(30) I ndependent eval uations of voting systens;

(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting systens;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to facilitate
the accurate processing and canvassing of absentee ballots and mai
ballots, including standards for the approval and inplenmentation of
hardware and software for automated signature verification systens;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of absentee
ballots and mail ballots;

(35) Uniformty anong the counties of the state in the conduct of
absentee voting and nmail ball ot elections;

(36) Standards and procedures to accompdate out-of-state voters,
overseas voters, and service voters;

(37) The tabul ati on of paper ballots before the close of the polls;

(38) The accessibility of polling places and registration
facilities that are accessible to elderly people and ((éd+sabled
persons)) people with a disability;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the results
of a single precinct could jeopardi ze the secrecy of a person's ballot;

(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional offices if
the general statutory tine requirenents for availability of absentee
bal l ots, certification, canvassing, and related procedures cannot be
net ;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures for
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purposes of verifying and canvassing signhatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submtting material to the office
of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;

(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referendumbills
and constitutional anendnents if none have been provided by the
| egi sl ature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters' panphlet;

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regarding nucl ear
waste sites if the general statutory tinme requirenments for availability
of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures
cannot be net;

(47) Procedures for conducting ((partisanr—prirary—eleetions))
primaries;

(48) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of voting
during the early voting period to provide ((aceessabity))
accessibility for the blind or visually inpaired,

(49) Standards for voting technology and systens used by the state
or any political subdivision to be accessible for individuals wth
disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the sanme opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as other
vot ers;

(50) Al data formats for transferring voter registration data on
el ectronic or machi ne-readabl e nmedia for the purpose of adm nistering
the statewi de voter registration list required by the Help Arerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(51) Defining the interaction of electronic voter registration
el ecti on managenent systens enpl oyed by each county auditor to maintain
a local copy of each county's portion of the official state l|ist of
regi stered voters;

(52) Provisions and procedures to inplenment the state-based
adm ni strative conplaint procedure as required by the Help Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(53) Facilitating the paynment of |ocal governnent grants to | ocal
governnment el ection officers or vendors; and

(54) Standards for the verification of signatures on absentee,
mai |, and provisional ballot envel opes.
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Sec. 23. RCW 29A.04.630 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 163 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state and the board created in RCW 29A. 04.510
shall jointly adopt rules, in the nmanner specified for the adoption of
rules under the Admnistrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW
gover ni ng:

(a) The training of persons ((effHeciaty—designrated—by—rajor
pottiecal—parties—as—eleetions—observers)) under this title, and the

training and certification of election admnistration officials and
personnel ;

(b) The policies and procedures for conducting election reviews
under RCW 29A. 04. 570; and

(c) The policies and standards to be used by the board in review ng
and rendering decisions regarding appeals filed under RCW 29A. 04. 570.

(2) The board created in RCW 29A. 04.510 nay adopt rul es governing
its procedures.

Sec. 24. RCW 29A.08.040 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 202 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

For purposes of this chapter, the followng words have the
fol | owm ng neani ngs:

(1) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, joint venture,
public or private corporation, association, state or |ocal governnental
entity or agency however constituted, candidate, commttee, political
commi ttee, ((peHitical—party—executive comrttee—thereof)) or any
ot her organi zati on or group of persons, however organi zed.

(2) "Political purpose" nmeans a purpose concerned with the support
of or opposition to any candi date for ((ary—partisan—or—nonpartisan))
office or concerned with the support of or opposition to any ball ot
proposition or issue; "political purpose"” includes, but is not limted
to, such activities as the advertising for or against any candi date or
bal | ot neasure or the solicitation of financial support.

Sec. 25. RCW29A.08.161 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No ((+reecoerd—may—be—ecreated—or—maintatned—by—a)) state or |ocal
((governrental)) agency, individual, or ((a—pebt+eal)) organization

my create or maintain any record that identifies a voter with the
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informati on marked on the voter's ball ot ((—+heludtng—the—chotecethat

Sec. 26. RCW 29A.08.260 and 2004 c 267 s 118 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall distribute forms by which a person my
register to vote by nmail and transfer any previous registration in this
state. The county auditor shall keep a supply of voter registration
forms in his or her office at all tines for ((peHtical—parties—and
ethers)) individuals or groups interested in assisting in voter
regi stration, and shall nake every effort to nmake these forns generally
available to the public. The county auditor shall provide voter
registration forns to city and town clerks, state offices, schools,
fire stations, and any other |ocations considered appropriate by the
auditor or secretary of state for extending registration opportunities
to all areas of the county. After the initial distribution of voter
registration forns to a given location, a representative designated by
the official in charge of that location shall notify the county auditor
of the need for additional voter registration supplies.

Sec. 27. RCW 29A.12.080 and 2006 c 207 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No voting device shall be approved by the secretary of state unless
it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Permts the voter to vote for any person for any office and
upon any neasure that he or she has the right to vote for;

(3) ((Permts the voter to vote for all the candidates of one
partys-

£4))) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all persons
and for or against any and all neasures;

((65))) (4) Provides that a vote for nore than one candi date cannot
be cast by one single operation of the voting device or vote tally
system except when voting for president and vice president of the
United States; and

((66)y)) (5) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this
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state, has been tested and certified by an independent testing
authority designated by the United States election assistance
conmi ssi on.

Sec. 28. RCW29A.12.120 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 312 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before each state primary or general election at which voting
systens are to be used, the county auditor shall instruct all precinct
el ection officers appointed under RCW 29A. 44.410((5)) and counting
cent er personnel ((—and—potitical—party—observers—desi-gnated—under—RCOA
29A-60-1706)) in the proper conduct of their duties.

(2) The county auditor may waive instructional requirenents for
precinct election officers((+)) and counting center personnel ((—and
pottiecal—party—observers)) who have previously received instruction
and who have served for a sufficient length of time to be fully
qualified to perform their duties. The county auditor shall keep a
record of each person who has received instruction and is qualified to
serve at the subsequent primary or election.

(3) As conpensation for the tinme spent in receiving instruction
each precinct election officer who qualifies and serves at the
subsequent primary or election shall receive an additional two hours
conpensation, to be paid at the sane tine and in the sane manner as
conpensation is paid for services on the day of the primary or
el ecti on.

(4) Except for the appointnment of a precinct election officer to
fill a vacancy under RCW 29A. 44. 440, no inspector or judge nmay serve at
any primary or election at which voting systens are used unl ess he or
she has received the required instruction and is qualified to perform
his or her duties in connection with the voting devices. No person nay
work in a counting center at a primary or election at which a vote
tallying systemis used unless that person has received the required
instruction and is qualified to performhis or her duties in connection
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Sec. 29. RCW29A. 12.130 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 313 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At | east three days before each state primary or general election,
the office of the secretary of state shall provide for the conduct of
tests of the programm ng for each vote tallying systemto be used at
that primary or general election. The test nust verify that the system
will correctly count the vote cast for all candidates and on all
measures appearing on the ballot at that primary or general election.
The test shall verify the capability of the vote tallying system to
performall of the functions that can reasonably be expected to occur
during conduct of that particular primary or election. |If any error is
detected, the cause shall be determ ned and corrected, and an errorless
total shall be produced before the primary or el ection.

Such tests shall be ((
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shal—be)) open to candi dates, the press, and the public. The county
audi tor ((and—any—poettical—party—observers)) shall certify that the
test has been conducted in accordance with this section. Copi es of
this certification shall be retained by the secretary of state and the
county auditor. All programmng materials, test results, and test
ballots shall be securely sealed until the day of the primary or
general election.

Sec. 30. RCW 29A.16.040 and 2004 c 266 s 10 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The county |legislative authority of each county ((+HA—the—state
hereafter—forred)) shall ((—at—their—first—session-)) divide ((thei+r
respeetive——counties)) the county into el ection precincts and establish
t he boundaries of the precincts. The county auditor shall thereupon
designate the voting place for each such precinct or whether the
precinct is a vote by mail precinct.

(1) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any tinme as long as
sufficient time exists prior to a given primary or election for the
necessary procedural steps to be honored. Except as permtted under
subsection (5) of this section, no precinct boundaries may be changed
during the period starting on the thirtieth day prior to the first day
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for candidates to file for the primary ((eleet+en)) and ending with the
day of the general election.

(2) The county legislative authority may establish by ordi nance a
limtation on the maxi mum nunber of active registered voters in each
precinct wwthin its jurisdiction. The limtation may be different for
precincts based upon the nmethod of voting used for such precincts and
the nunber may be less than the nunber established by law, but in no
case may the nunber exceed that authorized by |aw.

(3) Precincts in which voting machi nes or el ectronic voting devices
are used may contain as many as nine hundred active registered voters.
The nunber of poll-site ballot counting devices at each polling place
is at the discretion of the auditor. The nunber of devices nust be
adequate to neet the expected voter turnout.

(4) On petition of twenty-five or nore voters resident nore than
ten mles fromany polling site, the county |egislative authority shal
establish a separate voting precinct ((therefer)) or precincts for
t hese voters.

(5) The county auditor shall tenporarily adjust precinct boundaries
when a city or town annexes unincorporated territory to the city or
town, or whenever unincorporated territory is incorporated as a city or
t own. The adjustnment must be made as soon as possible after the
approval of the annexation or incorporation. The tenporary adjustnent
must be limted to the mnimum changes necessary to accomobdate the
addition of the territory to the city or town, or to establish the
eligible voters within the boundaries of the new city or town, and
remains in effect only until precinct boundary nodifications reflecting
t he annexation or incorporation are adopted by the county | egislative
authority.

(6) In determ ning the nunber of active registered voters for the
pur poses of this section, persons who are ongoi ng absentee voters under
RCW 29A. 40. 040 shall not be counted. Nothing in this subsection may be
construed as altering the vote tallying requirenents of RCW 29A. 60. 230.

Sec. 31. RCW 29A. 20.021 and 2004 c 271 s 153 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A person filing a declaration of candidacy for an office shall
at the tinme of filing, be a registered voter and possess the
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qualifications specified by |Iaw for persons who nmay be elected to the
of fice.

(2) Excluding ((the—office—of prectnet—commtteeoffiecer—or)) a
tenporary elected position such as a charter review board nenber or
freehol der, no person may file for nore than one office.

(3) Except as provided in RCW 3.46. 067 and 3.50.057, the nane of a
candidate for an office shall not appear on a ballot for that office
unl ess( (—except—as—provi-ded—n—ROW 346067 and—3-50-057-)) the
candidate is, at the tine the candidate's declaration of candidacy is
filed, properly registered to vote in the geographic area represented
by the office. For the purposes of this section, each geographic area
in which registered voters may cast ballots for an office is
represented by that office. |If a person elected to an office nust be
((promnated)) from a district or simlar division of the geographic
area represented by the office, the nanme of a candidate for the office
shall not appear on a primary ballot for that office unless the
candidate is, at the tine the candidate's declaration of candidacy is
filed, properly registered to vote in that district or division. The
officer with whom decl arations of candidacy nust be filed under this
title shall review each such declaration filed regarding conpliance
with this subsection

(4) The requirenents of voter registration and residence within the
geographic area of a district do not apply to candidates for
congressional office. Qualifications for the United States congress
are specified in the United States Constitution.

Sec. 32. RCW 29A. 24.081 and 2004 c 271 s 159 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any candi date may mail his or her declaration of candidacy for an
office to the filing officer. Such declarations of candidacy shall be
processed by the filing officer in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) Any declaration received by the filing officer by mail before
the tenth business day immediately preceding the first day for
candidates to file for office shall be returned to the candidate
submtting it, together with a notification that the declaration of
candi dacy was received too early to be processed. The candi date shal
then be permtted to resubmt his or her declaration of candidacy
during the filing period.
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(2) Any properly executed declaration of candi dacy received by nail
on or after the tenth business day i mediately preceding the first day
for candidates to file for office and before the close of business on
the last day of the filing period shall be included with filings nmade
in person during the filing period. ((bn partisan and judicial
eleetions)) The filing officer shall determne by lot the order in
which the nanes of those candidates shall appear upon sanple and
absentee primary ball ots.

(3) Any declaration of candidacy received by the filing officer
after the close of business on the |ast day for candidates to file for
office shall be rejected and returned to the candidate attenpting to
fileit.

Sec. 33. RCW 29A.24.091 and 2006 c 206 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A filing fee of ((enre—dotHtar—shall—acconpany—each—declaration—of
candi-dacy—tor—prectnet—commtiee ol Hecer—a tHtngfee-of)) ten dollars
shal | acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of one thousand dollars or less; a filing fee equal
to one percent of the annual salary of the office at the tinme of filing
shal |l acconpany the declaration of candidacy for any office wth a
fi xed annual salary of nore than one thousand dollars per annum No
filing fee need acconpany a declaration of candi dacy for any office for
whi ch conpensation is on a per diemor per neeting attended basis.

A candi date who | acks sufficient assets or incone at the tine of
filing to pay the filing fee required by this section shall submt wth
his or her declaration of candidacy a filing fee petition. The
petition shall contain not less than a nunber of signatures of
regi stered voters equal to the nunber of dollars of the filing fee.
The signatures shall be of voters registered to vote wthin the
jurisdiction of the office for which the candidate is filing.

When the candidacy is for:

(1) Alegislative or judicial office that includes territory from
nmore than one county, the fee shall be paid to the secretary of state
for equal division between the treasuries of the counties conprising
the district.

(2) Alegislative or judicial office that includes territory from
only one county:
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(a) The fee shall be paid to the county auditor if the candi date
filed his or her declaration of candidacy with the county auditor;

(b) The fee shall be paid to the secretary of state if the
candidate filed his or her declaration of candidacy with the secretary
of state. The secretary of state shall then pronptly transmt the fee
to the county auditor of the county in which the |legislative or
judicial office is |ocated.

(3) Acity or town office, the fee shall be paid to the county
audi tor who shall transmt it to the city or town clerk for deposit in
the city or town treasury.

Sec. 34. RCW 29A.24.101 and 2006 c 206 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The filing fee petition authorized by RCW 29A. 24.091 nust be
printed on sheets of uniformcolor and size, nust include a place for
each individual to sign and print his or her nane and the address,
city, and county at which he or she is registered to vote, and nust
contain no nore than twenty nunbered |ines.

(2) ((For candidates for nonpartisan office and candidates of a
maor—poettical—party forpartisan—offieer)) The filing fee petition

must be in substantially the follow ng form
The warni ng prescri bed by RCW 29A. 72. 140; foll owed by:

We, the undersigned registered voters of (the state of
Washington or the political subdivision for which the nomnation is
made) , hereby petition that the nane of (candi date's nane) be
printed on the official primary ballot for the office of (insert
nanme of office)
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Sec. 35. RCW 29A.24.131 and 2004 c 271 s 115 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A candidate may withdraw his or her declaration of candi dacy at any
time before the close of business on the Thursday follow ng the |ast
day for candidates to file under RCW 29A. 24.050 by filing, wth the
officer with whom the declaration of candidacy was filed, a signed
request that his or her nanme not be printed on the ballot. There shal
be no withdrawal period for declarations of candidacy filed during

preetnet—have—not—been—printed—)) The filing officer may permt the

wi thdrawal of a filing for any elected office of a city, town, or
special district at the request of the candidate at any tinme before a
primary if the primary ballots for that city, town, or special district
have not been ordered. No filing fee may be refunded to any candi date
who w thdraws wunder this section. Notice of the deadline for
wi t hdrawal of candidacy and that the filing fee is not refundabl e shal
be given to each candidate at the tine he or she files.

Sec. 36. RCW 29A.24.141 and 2004 c 271 s 162 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A void in candidacy for ((a—+renpartisan)) an office occurs when an
el ection for such office, except for the short term has been schedul ed
and no valid declaration of candi dacy has been filed for the position
or all persons filing such valid declarations of candi dacy have died or
been disqualified.

Sec. 37. RCW 29A. 24.151 and 2004 c 271 s 163 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The el ection officer with whom decl arations of candidacy are filed
shall give notice of a void in candidacy for ((a—nenpartisan)) an
office, by notifying press, radio, and television in the county and by
such other nmeans as may now or hereafter be provided by |aw The
notice shall state the office, and the tinme and place for filing
decl arations of candi dacy.
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Sec. 38. RCW 29A.24.161 and 2004 c 271 s 164 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Filings to fill a void in candi dacy for ((nenpartisan)) an office
must be made in the sane manner and with the sanme official as required
during the regular filing period for such office, except that
nom nating signature petitions that may be required of candidates
filing for certain district offices during the normal filing period may
not be required of candidates filing during the special three-day
filing period.

Sec. 39. RCW 29A.24.171 and 2006 c 344 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for ((a—nenpartisan)) an office shall be ((reepened))
opened for a period of three normal business days, such three-day
period to be fixed by the election officer with whom such decl arati ons
of candidacy are filed and notice thereof given by notifying press,
radi o, and television in the county and by such other neans as nay now
or hereafter be provided by |aw whenever before the el eventh Tuesday
prior to a primary:

(1) ((Avord+n—rcandidacy—oceurs—

£2r)) A vacancy occurs in any ((nenpartisan)) office |leaving an
unexpired termto be filled by an election for which filings have not

been hel d; or

((3))) (2) A nom nee for judge of the superior court entitled to
a certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Anendnent
41 of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified.

Candi dacies validly filed within said three-day period shall appear
on the ballot as if nmade during the earlier filing period.

Sec. 40. RCW 29A.24.181 and 2006 c 344 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Filings for ((a—nenpartisan)) an office (other than judge of the
suprenme court or superintendent of public instruction) shall be
((reopened)) opened for a period of three normal business days, such
three-day period to be fixed by the election officer with whom such
declarations of candidacy are filed and notice thereof given by
notifying press, radio, and television in the county and by such ot her
means as may now or hereafter be provided by | aw, when:
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(1) Avoid in candidacy for ((suehnoenpartisan)) the office occurs

on or after the eleventh Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the
el eventh Tuesday before an el ection; or

(2) A nomnee for judge of the superior court eligible after a
contested primary for a certificate of election by Article 4, section
29, Anmendnent 41 of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified
within the ten-day period i mediately followng the [ ast day allotted
for a candidate to withdraw, or

(3) A vacancy occurs in any ((nrenpartisan)) office on or after the
el eventh Tuesday prior to a primary but prior to the el eventh Tuesday
before an election |leaving an unexpired term to be filled by an
el ection for which filings have not been hel d.

The candidate receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that
office in the general election shall be deened el ected.

Sec. 41. RCW 29A.24.191 and 2006 c 344 s 9 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A schedul ed election shall be |apsed, the office deened stricken
fromthe ballot, no purported wite-in votes counted, and no candi date
certified as el ected, when:

(1) In an election for judge of the suprenme court or superintendent
of public instruction, a void in candidacy occurs on or after the
el eventh Tuesday prior to a primary, public filings and the primary
bei ng an indi spensabl e phase of the election process for such offices;

(2) Except as otherw se specified in RCW29A. 24. 181, a nom nee for
judge of the superior court entitled to a certificate of election
pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Anendnment 41 of the state
Constitution dies or is disqualified on or after the el eventh Tuesday
prior to a primary;

(3) In other elections ((fer—noenpartisan—eoffiece)), a void in
candi dacy occurs or a vacancy occurs involving an unexpired termto be
filled on or after the el eventh Tuesday prior to an el ection.

Sec. 42. RCW 29A. 24. 211 and 2006 ¢ 344 s 10 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

Filings for ((a—partisan—eleetive)) an office shall be opened for

a period of three normal business days whenever, on or after the first
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day of the regular filing period and before the el eventh Tuesday pri or
to a primary, a vacancy occurs in that office, |eaving an unexpired
termto be filled by an election for which filings have not been held.

Any such special three-day filing period shall be fixed by the
el ection officer with whom declarations of candidacy for that office
are filed. The election officer shall give notice of the specia
three-day filing period by notifying the press, radio, and television
in the county or counties involved, and by such other neans as may be
required by | aw

Candi dacies validly filed wthin the special three-day filing
peri od shall appear on the ballot as if filed during the regular filing
peri od.

Sec. 43. RCW 29A. 24.311 and 2004 c 271 s 117 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who desires to be a wite-in candidate and have such
votes counted at a primary or election may file a declaration of
candi dacy with the officer designated in RCW 29A 24.070 not |ater than
the day before the primary or election. Declarations of candidacy for
write-in candidates nust be acconpanied by a filing fee in the sane
manner as required of other candidates filing for the office as
provi ded in RCW 29A. 24. 091.

Votes cast for wite-in candi dates who have fil ed such decl arations

of candi dacy ((and—wite—tn—votes—for—persons—appotnted—bBy—maror
pottiecal—parties—pursuant—toRONM29A28-021)) need only specify the

name of the candidate in the appropriate location on the ballot in
order to be counted. Wite-in votes cast for any other candidate, in
order to be counted, nust also designate the office sought and position
nunber ((er—poetHt+eal—party;-)) if the manner in which the wite-inis
done does not nake the office or position clear.

No person may file as a wite-in candi date where:

(1) At a general election, the person attenpting to file either
filed as a wite-in candidate for the sane office at the preceding
primary or the person's nane appeared on the ballot for the sane office
at the preceding primary;

(2) The person attenpting to file as a wite-in candidate has
already filed a valid wite-in declaration for that primry or
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el ection((+——unless—one—or—the—other—of the tw fitings—ts—for—the
of fice of precinct comitteeperson)),

(3) The nanme of the person attenpting to file already appears on
the ballot as a candidate for another office((;—unrless—onre—of—thetwo

ofHH+eces—Ftor—whieh—he—or—she—ts—a—candidate—+s—precinet
conm tt eeperson) ).

The decl arati on of candidacy shall be simlar to that required by
RCW 29A. 24.031. No wite-in candidate filing under this section may be
included in any voter's panphlet produced under chapter 29A 32 RCW
unl ess that candidate qualifies to have his or her nane printed on the
general election ballot. The legislative authority of any jurisdiction
producing a local voter's panphlet wunder chapter 29A 32 RCW nmay
provi de, by ordinance, for the inclusion of wite-in candidates in such
panphl et s.

Sec. 44. RCW 29A. 28. 021 and 2006 ¢ 344 s 11 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

( { Avacaney——caused—bythedeath—ordisgual-Heation—of) ) Vhen any
candi date ((eor—nomnee—of—a—major—or—mnor—political—party—may—be
il ed . i neludi I I . I | .

I . Litical .
H—thevacaney—oeceurs)) dies or is disqualified no |ater than the

el eventh Tuesday prior to the state primary or general election
concerned and the ballots have been printed, it shall be mandatory that
they be corrected by the appropriate election officers. In making such
correction, it shall not be necessary to reprint conplete ballots if
any other |ess expensive technique can be used and the resulting
correction is reasonably clear.

If the ((waeaney)) death or disqualification occurs after the
el eventh Tuesday prior to the state primary or general election and
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time does not exist in which to correct ballots (including absentee
ballots), either in total or in part, then the votes cast or recorded
for the person who has died or becone disqualified shall not be counted

{ (For—the—person—whohas—beennarmed—totH——such—vaeaney)), reported,

or _canvassed.

( { Vhen—the—seeretary—olb—state—ts—the—persopn—wth—whom—the
. I I . . Litical . il ed. I

vacaney—) )

Sec. 45. RCW 29A.28.041 and 2006 c¢c 344 s 12 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wenever a vacancy occurs in the United States house of
representatives or the United States senate from this state, the
governor shall order a special election to fill the vacancy. ((Mnrer

(2) Wthin ten days of such vacancy occurring, he or she shal
issue a wit of election fixing a date for the special vacancy el ection
not | ess than ninety days after the issuance of the wit, fixing a date

for the primary ((for—nomnatng—reor—potiecal—party—candi-datesfor
thespeetal—vacaney—eleetion)) not less than thirty days before the day

fixed for holding the special vacancy election, fixing the dates for
the special filing period, and designating the termor part of the term
for which the vacancy exists. If the vacancy is in the office of
United States representative, the wit of election shall specify the
congressional district that is vacant.

(3) If the vacancy occurs less than six nonths before a state
general election and before the second Friday following the close of
the filing period for that general election, the special primary((sy))
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and special vacancy election((;—anrd—mhor—party—and—tndependent
candi-date—nomnati-hrg—econventtons)) nust be held in concert with the

state primary and state general election in that year.

(4) If the vacancy occurs on or after the first day for filing
under RCW 29A. 24. 050 and on or before the second Friday follow ng the
close of the filing period, a special filing period of three nornal
busi ness days shall be fixed by the governor and notice thereof given
to all nmedia, including press, radio, and television within the area in
whi ch the vacancy election is to be held, to the end that, insofar as
possible, all interested persons will be aware of such filing period.
The last day of the filing period shall not be later than the sixth

Tuesday before the primary ((at—which—+ajor—pottical—partyr—ecandi-dates

(5) If the vacancy occurs later than the second Friday follow ng

the close of the filing period, a special primary((s+)) and speci al
vacancy el ection((+—and—the—mnor—party—and—independent—ecandi-date
convent+ons)) to fill the position shall be held after the next state
general election but, in any event, no later than the ninetieth day
foll ow ng the Novenber el ection.

Sec. 46. RCW 29A.28.061 and 2004 c 271 s 119 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The general election laws and laws relating to ((partisan))
primaries shall apply to the special primaries and vacancy el ections
provided for in chapter 29A. 28 RCWto the extent that they are not
i nconsistent with the provisions of these sections. ((Mner—poettical

eleett+on—balltet—)) Statutory tinme deadlines relating to availability
of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures
that cannot be net in a tinely fashion nay be nodified for the purposes
of a specific primary or vacancy election under this chapter by the
secretary of state through energency rules adopted under RCW
29A. 04. 611.
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Sec. 47. RCW 29A.32.031 and 2004 c 271 s 121 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The voters' panphlet nust contain:

(1) Information about each ballot neasure initiated by or referred
to the voters for their approval or rejection as required by RCW
29A. 32. 070;

(2) In even-nunbered years, statenents, if submtted, advocating
the candidacies of nomnees for the offices of president and vice
president of the United States, and candidates for the offices of
United States senator, United States representative, governor,
i eutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, state
auditor, attorney general, comm ssioner of public |ands, superintendent
of public instruction, insurance comm ssioner, state senator, state
representative, justice of the suprenme court, judge of the court of
appeal s, or judge of the superior court. Candidates nmay also submt a
canpai gn mailing address and tel ephone nunber and a phot ograph not nore
than five years old and of a size and quality that the secretary of
state determnes to be suitable for reproduction in the voters
panphl et ;

(3) In odd-nunbered years, if any office voted upon statew de
appears on the ballot due to a vacancy, then statenments and phot ographs
for candi dates for any vacant office listed in subsection (2) of this
section nust appear;

(4) In even-nunbered years, a section explaining how voters may
participate in the election canpaign process; the address and tel ephone
nunber of the public disclosure comm ssion established under RCW
42.17.350; and a summary of the disclosure requirenents that apply when
contributions are made to candi dates and political conmttees;

(5) ((Fa—even-nurbered—years—the—nare—address—and—telephone

[l
a A N NoMmMm Nnee a¥a N aVa' N aa

£6y)) In each odd-nunbered year imedi ately before a year in which
a president of the United States is to be nomnated and elected,
i nformati on expl aining the precinct caucus and convention process used
by each major political party to elect delegates to its national or

state presidential candidate nom nating convention((——Fhe—parphlet
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I . . i d : o 1)
((6H)) (B6) An application formfor an absentee ball ot;
((68))) (7) A brief statenent explaining the deletion and addition
of | anguage for proposed neasures under RCW 29A. 32. 080;
((69Y)) (8) Any additional information pertaining to elections as
may be required by law or in the judgnent of the secretary of state is
deened informative to the voters.

Sec. 48. RCW 29A. 32.241 and 2004 c 271 s 123 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The | ocal voters' panphlet shall include but not be limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Appearing on the cover, the words "official |ocal voters'
panphl et, " the nane of the jurisdiction producing the panphlet, and the
date of the election or primary;

(2) Alist of jurisdictions that have nmeasures or candidates in the
panphl et ;

(3) Information on how a person may register to vote and obtain an
absent ee ball ot;

(4) The text of each neasure acconpanied by an explanatory
statenent prepared by the prosecuting attorney for any county neasure
or by the attorney for the jurisdiction submtting the neasure if other
than a county nmeasure. All explanatory statenents for city, town, or
district nmeasures not approved by the attorney for the jurisdiction
submtting the neasure shall be reviewed and approved by the county
prosecuting attorney or city attorney, when applicable, before
inclusion in the panphlet; and

(5 The argunents for and against each neasure submtted by
commi ttees sel ected pursuant to RCW 29A. 32.280( (:+—and

Sec. 49. RCW 29A. 36. 131 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 130 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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After the close of business on the last day for candidates to file
for office, the filing officer shall, fromanong those filings nade in
person and by mail, determne by lot the order in which the nanes of
those candidates wll appear on all primary, sanple, and absentee
ball ots. The determ nation shall be done publicly and may be wi t nessed
by the nedia and by any candidate. |If no primary is required for any
nonpartisan office under RCW 29A. 52.011 or 29A 52.220, ((er—H—any
o I . i d i el . :
candidaey—)) the names shall appear on the general election ballot in
the order determ ned by |ot.

Sec. 50. RCW 29A. 36.151 and 2004 c 271 s 131 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except in each county with a population of one mllion or nore, on
or before the fifteenth day before a primary or election, the county
auditor shall prepare a sanple ballot, which shall be made readily
avail able to nenbers of the public. The secretary of state shall adopt
rules governing the preparation of sanple ballots in counties with a
popul ation of one mllion or nore. The rules shall permt, anong other
alternatives, the preparation of nore than one sanple ballot by a
county with a population of one mllion or nore for a primary or
el ection, each of which lists a portion of the offices and i ssues to be

voted on in that county. ((Ihe—pes+%+eﬂ—e#—p#ee+ne%—eenn+%%ee—e##+ee#

eaHdFda%eS—F9F—%he—FHd+¥FdHa#—p9S+%+9H5—H€€d—ﬂ€%—%%¥{#HHM+O)

Sec. 51. RCW 29A. 36.201 and 2004 c 271 s 171 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The nanmes of the persons certified ((as—nemnees)) for each office
by the secretary of state or the county canvassing board shall be
printed on the ballot at the ensuing el ection.

No name of any candidate ((whese—nemnation—at—a prirary—+s
regured—by—taw)) shall be placed upon the ballot at a general or

speci al election unless it appears upon the certificate of either (1)
the secretary of state((;)) or (2) the county canvassing board((;—e+r

3 . ) | I )

20A.28.021)) .
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Excludi ng ((the—oftice—of—precinet—commttee—otfiecer—or)) a

tenporary elected position such as a charter review board nenber or
freehol der, a candidate's nane shall not appear nore than once upon a

ball ot for a position ((regytarby—nomnated—or—elected)) at the sane

primary or el ection.

Sec. 52. RCW 29A 40.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1002 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as otherwi se provided by law, a registered voter or out-
of -state voter, overseas voter, or service voter desiring to cast an
absentee ballot at a single election or primary nust request the
absentee ballot fromhis or her county auditor no earlier than ninety
days nor later than the day before the election or primary at which the
person seeks to vote. Except as otherw se provided by |aw, the request
may be made orally in person, by telephone, electronically, or in
witing. An application or request for an absentee ball ot made under
the authority of a federal statute or regulation will be considered and
given the sanme effect as a request for an absentee ballot under this
chapter.

(2) A voter requesting an absentee ballot for a primary may al so
request an absentee ballot for the follow ng general election. A
request by an out-of-state voter, overseas voter, or service voter for
an absentee ballot for a primary ((elteet+oenr)) wll be considered as a
request for an absentee ballot for the foll ow ng general election.

(3) In requesting an absentee ballot, the voter shall state the
address to which the absentee ball ot should be sent. A request for an
absentee ballot froman out-of-state voter, overseas voter, or service
voter must include the address of the last residence in the state of
Washi ngton and either a witten application or the oath on the return
envel ope must include a declaration of the other qualifications of the
applicant as an elector of this state. A request for an absentee
ball ot fromany other voter nust state the address at which that voter
is currently registered to vote in the state of Washington or the
county auditor shall verify that information from the voter
regi stration records of the county.

(4) A request for an absentee ballot froma registered voter who is
within this state nust be nmade directly to the auditor of the county in
which the voter is registered. An absentee ballot request from a
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regi stered voter who is tenporarily outside this state or froman out-
of -state voter, overseas voter, or service voter may be nade either to
the appropriate county auditor or to the secretary of state, who shal
pronptly forward the request to the appropriate county auditor.

(5) No person, organization, or association nmay distribute absentee
ball ot applications wthin this state that contain a return address
other than that of the appropriate county auditor.

Sec. 53. RCW 29A. 40.061 and 2004 c 271 s 134 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall issue an absentee ballot for the
primary or election for which it was requested, or for the next
occurring primary or election when ongoing absentee status has been
requested if the information contained in a request for an absentee
bal l ot or ongoing absentee status received by the county auditor is
conplete and correct and the applicant is qualified to vote under
federal or state law. Otherwi se, the county auditor shall notify the
applicant of the reason or reasons why the request cannot be accepted.

(2) A registered voter nmay obtain a replacenent ballot if the
ball ot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not received by the voter. The
voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by nuil
el ectronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record
of each repl acenent ball ot provided under this subsection.

(3) A copy of the state voters' panphlet nust be sent to registered
voters tenporarily outside the state, out-of-state voters, overseas
voters, and service voters along with the absentee ballot if such a
panphl et has been prepared for the primary or election and is avail able
to the county auditor at the time of mailing. The county auditor shall
mail all absentee ballots and related material to voters outside the
territorial limts of the United States and the District of Colunbia
under 39 U.S. C. 3406.
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Sec. 54. RCW 29A.40.091 and 2005 c 246 s 21 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall send each absentee voter a ballot, a
security envelope in which to seal the ballot after voting, a larger
envel ope in which to return the security envel ope, and instructions on
how to mark the ballot and how to return it to the county auditor.
((The instructions that acconpany an absentee ballot for a partisan
primary must include instructions for voting the applicable ballot
style—as—providedinchapter 29A-36 ROA-)) The absentee voter's nane

and address nust be printed on the larger return envel ope, which nust
al so contain a declaration by the absentee voter reciting his or her
qualifications and stating that he or she has not voted in any other
jurisdiction at this election, together with a summary of the penalties

for any violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. The
declaration nust clearly informthe voter that it is illegal to vote if
he or she is not a United States citizen; it is illegal to vote if he

or she has been convicted of a felony and has not had his or her voting
rights restored; and, except as otherwise provided by law, it is
illegal to cast a ballot or sign an absentee envel ope on behal f of
anot her voter. The return envel ope nmust provide space for the voter to
indicate the date on which the ballot was voted and for the voter to
sign the oath. It nust also contain a space so that the voter may
include a telephone nunber. A summary of the applicable penalty
provisions of this chapter nust be printed on the return envel ope
i medi ately adjacent to the space for the voter's signature. The
signature of the voter on the return envel ope nust affirmand attest to
the statenents regarding the qualifications of that voter and to the
validity of the ballot. The return envel ope nust al so have a secrecy
flap that the voter may seal that will cover the voter's signature and
optional tel ephone nunber. For out-of-state voters, overseas voters,
and service voters, the signed declaration on the return envel ope
constitutes the equivalent of a voter registration for the election or
primary for which the ballot has been issued. The voter nust be
instructed to either return the ballot to the county auditor by whomit
was issued or attach sufficient first class postage, if applicable, and
mail the ballot to the appropriate county auditor no | ater than the day
of the election or primary for which the ballot was issued.
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|f the county auditor chooses to forward absentee ballots, he or
she nmust include with the ballot a <clear explanation of the
qualifications necessary to vote in that election and nust al so advi se
a voter with questions about his or her eligibility to contact the

county auditor. This explanation nmay be provided on the ball ot
envel ope, on an enclosed insert, or printed directly on the ballot
itself. If the information is not included, the envel ope nust clearly

indicate that the ballot is not to be forwarded and that return postage
I S guarant eed.

Sec. 55. RCW 29A. 40.100 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1010 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
County auditors nust ((reguest—that)), under rules adopted by the

secretary of state, permt observers ((be—appetnted—by the rajor
poHtiecal—parties)) to be present during the processing of absentee

ball ots. The absence of the observers will not prevent the processing

of absentee ballots ((iH—the—county—auditor—has—requested—their
presence)) .

Sec. 56. RCW 29A. 44.050 and 2003 c 111 s 1105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At the direction of the county auditor, a team or teans
(( I : . : | . Litical
parties)) shall stop at designated polling places and pick up the
sealed containers of voted, untallied ballots for delivery to the
counting center. There may be nore than one delivery fromeach polling

pl ace. Two precinct election officials((—Frepresenting—two—rajor
potitieal—parties)) shall seal the voted ballots in containers

furni shed by the county auditor and properly identified with his or her
address with uni quely prenunbered seal s.
(2) At the counting center or the collection stations where the

sealed Dball ot containers are delivered ((by—the—destgnated
representatives—oftherajor—pobtiecal—parties)), the county auditor or

a designated representative of the county auditor shall receive the
sealed ballot containers, record the tine, date, precinct nane or
nunber, and seal nunber of each ballot container.
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Sec. 57. RCW 29A.44.201 and 2004 c 271 s 136 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A voter desiring to vote shall give his or her nane to the precinct
el ection officer who has the precinct list of registered voters. This
of ficer shall announce the nanme to the precinct election officer who
has the copy of the inspector's poll book for that precinct. If the
right of this voter to participate in the primary or election is not
chal | enged, the voter nust be issued a ballot or permtted to enter a

voting booth or to operate a voting device. ((Fer—a—partisanprrary
. uriediet . I hysicall ball : ’ I
voter nust be issued a nonpartisan ballot and each party ballot.)) The
nunber of the ballot or the voter nust be recorded by the precinct
el ection officers. If the right of the voter to participate is
chal | enged, RCW 29A. 08. 810 and 29A. 08. 820 apply to that voter.

Sec. b58. RCW 29A. 44. 221 and 2004 c¢c 271 s 137 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
On signing the precinct |ist of registered voters or being issued

a ballot, the voter shall, wthout |eaving the polling place or
disability access location, proceed to one of the voting booths or
voting devices to cast his or her vote. When county election

procedures so provide, the election officers may tear off and retain
the nunbered stub from the ballot before delivering it to the voter

If an election officer has not already done so, when the voter has
finished, he or she shall either (1) renove the nunbered stub fromthe
ball ot, place the ballot in the ballot box, and return the nunber to
the election officers, or (2) deliver the entire ballot to the election
of ficers, who shall renove the nunbered stub fromthe ball ot and pl ace

the ballot in the ballot box. ({ For—a—partisan—prrary—Hn—a

AN O N
3 o

the—-eounty—auditer—)) |If poll-site ballot counting devices are used,

the voter shall put the ballot in the device.

Sec. 59. RCW 29A. 44. 231 and 2004 c¢c 271 s 138 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
As each voter casts his or her vote, the precinct election officers
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shall insert in the poll books or precinct list of registered voters
opposite that voter's nanme, a notation to credit the voter with having

participated in that primary or election. ((Ne—+ecordrmaybermade-of
a—voter—s—party—alH-HHatton—tn—a—parti-san—prmary—) ) The precinct

el ection officers shall record the voter's nane so that a separate
record is kept.

Sec. 60. RCW29A 44.410 and 2003 c 111 s 1134 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At least ten days prior to any primary or el ection, general or
special, the county auditor shall appoint one inspector and two judges
of election for each precinct (or each conbination of precincts
tenporarily consolidated as a single precinct for that primary or
el ection), other than those precincts designated as vote-by-mai
precincts pursuant to RCW 29A 48.010. ((

poteal—parttes—entttHedtorepresentation—thereen—)) Such precinct

el ection officers, whenever possible, should be residents of the
precinct in which they serve.

(2) (({Fhe—county—auditor—may—delete—trom—the—Hsts—ol—nares

b I I ’ I I hai Y |

p. 43 SB 5994



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NNNNNNNRRRPRRRRRRRR
o O A W NP O O 0w ~NO” O A WDN L O

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

£5))) Except as provided in RCW 29A 44.440 for the filling of
vacancies, this shall be the exclusive nethod for the appointnent of
i nspectors and judges to serve as precinct election officers at any
primary or election, general or special, and shall supersede the
provi sions of any and all other statutes, whether general or special in
nature, having different requirenents.

Sec. 61. RCW29A 44.420 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1135 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

At the sanme tinme the officer having jurisdiction of the election
appoi nts the inspector and two judges as provided in RCW 29A. 44. 410, he
or she may appoint one or nore persons to act as clerks if in his or

her judgnent such additional persons are necessary((—execept—that—in
. . hicl . hi I the_iud . ol .
hall : I ot . I I : || Lerks.
h el ord . | chall . Litical _ I
Litical . : ol : . I .
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one at each polling place)).

The election officer having jurisdiction of the election my
desi gnate at what hour the clerks shall report for duty. The hour may
vary anong the precincts according to the judgnment of the appointing
of ficer.

Sec. 62. RCW 29A. 44. 430 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1136 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

(T . . 3 : I . Litical
hall ¥ I 3 , hai L Y
bel . I e , Litical Lified I
| . I L I 3 , . )
By the first day of June each year, the chair of the county centra

commttee of ((each—+afor)) a political party ((shatt)) may certify to
the officer having jurisdiction of the election a list of those persons

(( bel . I hair! Litical . I . )
who are qualified to ((aet)) serve on the election boards ((therein—

| | hall Lo this L : : o

preethet—eleetion—offieers)) of that county.

Sec. 63. RCW 29A.48.020 and 2004 c 266 s 15 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

At  any ((nenpartisan)) special election not being held in
conjunction with a state primary or general election, the county, city,
t own, or di strict requesting the election pursuant to RCW
((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321 or 29A.04.330 may also request that the
speci al el ection be conducted by mail ballot. The county auditor may
honor the request or may determne that the election is not to be
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conducted by mail ballot. The decision of the county auditor in this
regard is final

For all special elections not being held in conjunction with a
state primary or state general election where voting is conducted by
mail ballot, the county auditor shall, not |ess than eighteen days
before the date of such election, mail to each registered voter a nmail
ballot. The auditor shall handle inactive voters in the sane manner as
i nactive voters in mail ballot precincts. The requirenments regarding
certification, reporting, and the mailing of overseas and mlitary
ballots in RCW ((29-—36-—2708)) 29A 40.070 apply to mail ballot elections.

Sec. 64. RCW 29A 48.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1206 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

All mail ballots authorized by RCW 29A 48.010, 29A 48.020, or
29A.48.030 nust contain the sane offices, names of nom nees or

candi dates, and propositions to be voted upon((—+neludinrg—preecinet
off+ees-)) as if the ballot had been voted in person at the polling

pl ace. Except as otherwise provided by law, mail ballots nust be
treated in the sanme nmanner as absentee ballots issued at the request of
the voter. |If electronic vote tallying devices are used, ((pettieal

party)) observers nust be given the opportunity to be present, and a
test of the equi pnment nust be perforned as required by RCW 29A.12. 130
before tabul ating ballots. ((PeHtiecal—party—observers)) Qbservers nay
select at random ballots to be counted manually as provided by RCW
29A. 60. 170.

Sec. 65. RCW 29A.52.011 and 2006 c¢c 344 s 14 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever it shall be necessary to hold a special election in an
odd- nunbered year to fill an unexpired term of any office which is
schedul ed to be voted upon for a full termin an even-nunbered year, no
primary ((eleet+en)) shall be held in the odd-nunbered year for that
office if, after the last day allowed for candidates to w thdraw (+

e ¢ the follow . e
2t I i d : I Lified Litical

I i 1 ed ol . : i d : I . e I
f+lhled: or
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£2r)) no nore than two candidates have filed a declaration of
candi dacy for ((astnglenoenpartisan)) that office to be filled.

In either event, the officer with whom the declarations of
candi dacy were filed shall imediately notify all candi dates concerned
and the nanes of the candi dates that woul d have been printed upon the
primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section, shall be

printed as ((nremnees)) candidates for the ((pesttionrs—seught—upen))
position on the ((Nevenber)) general election ballot.

Sec. 66. RCW29A. 52.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al city and town primaries shall be nonpartisan. Primaries for
special purpose districts, except those districts that require
ownership of property within the district as a prerequisite to voting,
shall be nonpartisan. City, town, and district primaries shall be held
as provided in RCW ((29A04-310)) 29A.04.311.

The purpose of this section is to establish the holding of a
primary, subject to the exenptions in RCW 29A. 52.220, as a uniform
procedural requirenment to the holding of city, town, and district
el ections. These provisions supersede any and all other statutes,
whet her general or special in nature, having different election

requi renents.

Sec. 67. RCW 29A.52.220 and 2005 c¢ 153 s 10 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) No primary may be held for any single position ((+Hr—apy—e+ty+
town,—di-stret—or—distriet—eourts)) as required by RCW29A. 52.210((+))
if, after the last day allowed for candidates to wthdraw, there are no
nmore than two candidates filed for the position. The county auditor
shal |, as soon as possible, notify all the candi dates so affected that
the office for which they filed will not appear on the primary ball ot.

(2) No primary may be held for nonpartisan offices in any first
class city if the city:

(a) Is a qualifying city that has been certified to participate in
the pilot project authorized by RCW 29A. 53.020; and

(b) Is conducting an election using the instant runoff voting
met hod for the pilot project authorized by RCW 29A. 53. 020.

(c) This subsection (2) expires July 1, 2013.
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(3) No primary may be held for the office of conm ssioner of a park
and recreation district or for the office of cenetery district
conm ssi oner.

(4) Names of candidates for offices that do not appear on the
primary ballot shall be printed upon the general election ballot in the
manner specified by RCW 29A. 36. 131.

Sec. 68. RCW 29A.52.311 and 2004 c 271 s 145 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Not nore than ten nor |ess than three days before the primary, the
county auditor shall publish notice of such primary in one or nore

newspapers of general circulation within the county. The notice nust
contai n the ((proper—party—destghrations—the)) nanes and addresses of
all persons who have filed a declaration of candidacy to be voted upon
at that primary, instructions for voting the applicable ballot, as
provided in chapter 29A.36 RCW the hours during which the polls wll
be open, and the polling places for each precinct, giving the address

of each polling place. ((Ihe—HaHES—G#—a##—eaHd+d&%€5—#€¥—ﬂ9ﬂﬁ&#%%&&ﬂ

#e#—mh+eh—%hey—a#e—eand+da%es—bu%—Mk%hea%—pap%y—des+gna%+eﬂkq) This is

the only notice required for the holding of any primary.

Sec. 69. RCW 29A.52.351 and 2004 c 271 s 175 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as provided in RCW 29A. 32. 260, notice for any state, county,
district, or nunicipal election, whether special or general, nust be
given by at | east one publication not nore than ten nor |ess than three
days before the election by the county auditor or the officer
conducting the election as the case nay be, in one or nore newspapers
of general circulation within the county. The legal notice nust
contain the title of each office ((under—the—proper—party
destghatioen)), the nanes and addresses of all ((effHeers—whohavebeen
nom-hated—for—an—off+ee)) candidates to be voted upon at that el ection,

together with the ballot titles of all neasures, the hours during which
the polls wll be open, and the polling places for each precinct
giving the address of each polling place. ( ( Fhe—narmes—oft—at+
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party—destgnration—)) This is the only notice required for a state,

county, district, or nunicipal general or special election and
supersedes the provisions of any and all other statutes, whether
general or special in nature, having different requirenments for the
giving of notice of any general or special election((s)).

Sec. 70. RCW 29A. 60.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1511 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

| medi ately after their tabulation, all ballots counted at a ball ot
counting center nust be sealed in containers that identify the primary
or election and be retained for at |east sixty days or according to
federal |aw, whichever is |onger. Al ballots tallied by poll-site
bal | ot counting devices nust be returned to the el ections departnent in
seal ed ballot containers on election day. Counties conposed entirely
of islands or portions of counties conposed of islands shall collect
the ballots within twenty-four hours of the close of the polls.

Ballots tabulated in poll-site ballot counting devices nust be
sealed by two of the election precinct officers at the polling place,
and a log of the seal and the nanes of the people sealing the container
must be conpl et ed. One copy of this log nust be retained by the
i nspector, one copy nust be placed in the ballot transfer case, and one
copy nust be transported with the ballots to the el ecti ons departnent,
where the seal nunber nmust be verified by the county auditor or a
desi gnated representative. Ballots may be transported by one el ection
enpl oyee if the container is sealed at the poll and then verified when
returned to the elections departnment. Auditors using poll-site ball ot
counting devices nmay conduct early pickup of <counted ballots on
el ection day.

In the presence of ((mfer—party)) observers ((who—are—avattable))
under rules adopted by the secretary of state, ballots nmay be renoved
fromthe sealed containers at the el ections departnent and consol i dated
into one sealed container for storage purposes. The containers my
only be opened by the canvassing board as part of the canvass, or to
conduct recounts, or under RCW 29A 60.170(3), or by order of the
superior court in a contest or election dispute. If the canvassing
board opens a ballot container, it shall nmake a full record of the
addi tional tabulation or exam nation nmade of the ballots. This record
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must be added to any other record of the canvassing process in that
county.

Sec. 71. RCW29A 60.170 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1517 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The counting center in a county using voting systens is under
the direction of the county auditor and ((rust)) nmay be observed by

( { ore——representattve—Hom—eaeh—mafor—pob-tHeal—parby—— -

rs—eperating)) candidates and the public under rules adopted by the
secretary of state. The proceedi ngs nust be open to the public, but no
persons except those enpl oyed and authorized by the county auditor nmay
touch any ballot or ballot container or operate a vote tallying system

(2) In counties in which ballots are not counted at the polling

pl ace, the ((oH+etal—pobitteal—party—observers——upon—mutual

agreerent)) county auditor may ((reguest—that)) select a precinct ((be
seleeted)) at random on receipt of the ballots fromthe polling place

and request that a manual count be made of the nunber of ballots and of
the votes cast on any office or issue. The ballots for that precinct
must then be counted by the vote tallying system and this result wll
be conpared to the results of the manual count. This may be done as
many as three tines during the tabulation of ballots on the day of the
primary or el ection.

(3) In counties using poll-site ballot counting devices, the
( ( ppbtt+eal—party—oebservers—upon—autual—agreerent—) ) county auditor
may choose as many as three precincts and request that a manual count
be made of the nunber of ballots and the votes cast on any office or
issue. The results of this count will be conpared to the count of the
precinct made by the poll-site ballot counting device. These
sel ections nmust be nmade no later than thirty mnutes after the cl ose of
the polls. The manual count nust be conpleted wthin forty-eight hours
after the close of the polls. The process nust take place at a
| ocation designated by the county auditor for that purpose. ((Fhe

Litical I , ool . o : I
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Sec. 72. RCW 29A.60. 221 and 2004 c 271 s 176 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the requisite nunber of candidates for any federal, state,
county, city, or district offices have not ((beenr—noemnated—in))
qualified at a primary to have their nanes appear on the general
el ection ballot by reason of two or nore persons having an equal and
requi site nunber of votes for being placed on the general election
ballot, the official enpowered by state law to certify candi dates for
the general election ballot shall give notice to the several persons so
having the equal and requisite nunber of votes to attend at the
appropriate office at the tine designated by that official, who shal
then and there proceed publicly to decide by |ot which of those persons
will be ((deelared—nomnated—and)) placed on the general election
bal | ot .

(2) If the requisite nunber of candidates for any federal, state,
county, city, or district((—er—preeinet—officers)) offices have not
been elected by reason of two or nore persons having an equal and
hi ghest nunber of votes for one and the sane office, the official
enpowered by state law to issue the original certificate of election
shall give notice to the several persons so having the highest and
equal nunber of votes to attend at the appropriate office at the tinme
to be appointed by that official, who shall then and there proceed
publicly to decide by Iot which of those persons will be declared duly
el ected, and the official shall nmake out and deliver to the person thus
duly declared elected a certificate of election.

Sec. 73. RCW 29A. 60.240 and 2003 c 111 s 1524 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall, as soon as possible but in any event
not later than the third Tuesday followng the primry, canvass and
certify the returns ((et)) for all ((prHrary—eleetions—as—teo))
candi dat es for state of fices, Uni ted St ates senat ors and
representatives in Congress, and all other candi dates whose district
extends beyond the limts of a single county.

Sec. 74. RCW 29A. 64. 011 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 177 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( (Ar—eft+ecer—of—a—political—party—or—any)) Any person for whom
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votes were cast in a primary who ((was—net—deelarednomhnated)) did not
gualify to have his or her nane printed on the subsequent genera
election ballot my file a witten application for a recount of the
votes or a portion of the votes cast at that primary for all persons
for whom votes were cast for ((nremnatiente)) that office.

( ( Ar—eft+ecer—of—a—political—party—or—any)) Any person for whom
votes were cast at any election may file a witten application for a
recount of the votes or a portion of the votes cast at that election
for all candidates for election to that office.

Any group of five or nore registered voters may file a witten
application for a recount of the votes or a portion of the votes cast
upon any question or issue. They shall designate one of the nenbers of
the group as chair and shall indicate the voting residence of each
menber of the group.

An application for a recount of the votes cast for an office or on
a ballot measure nmust be filed with the officer with whomfilings are
made for the jurisdiction.

An application for a recount nust specify whether the recount wl|l
be done manually or by the vote tally system A recount done by the
vote tally system nust use progranm ng that recounts and reports only
the office or ballot neasure in question. The county shall also
provide for a test of the logic and accuracy of that program

An application for a recount nmust be filed within three business
days after the county canvassing board or secretary of state has
declared the official results of the primary or election for the office
or issue for which the recount is requested.

This chapter applies to the recounting of votes cast by paper
ballots and to the recounting of votes recorded on ballots counted by
a vote tally system

Sec. 75. RCW 29A.64.030 and 2005 c¢c 243 s 20 are each amended to
read as follows:

An application for a recount shall state the office for which a
recount is requested and whether the request is for all or only a
portion of the votes cast in that jurisdiction of that office. The
person filing an application for a manual recount shall, at the sane
time, deposit with the county canvassi ng board or secretary of state,
in cash or by certified check, a sum equal to twenty-five cents for
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each ballot cast in the jurisdiction or portion of the jurisdiction for
whi ch the recount is requested as security for the paynent of any costs
of conducting the recount. If the application is for a machine
recount, the deposit nust be equal to fifteen cents for each ballot.
These charges shall be determned by the county canvassing board or
boards under RCW 29A. 64. 081.

The county canvassing board shall determne the date, tinme, and
pl ace or places at which the recount will be conducted. Not |ess than
two days before the date of the recount, the county auditor shall nmai
a notice of the time and place of the recount to the applicant ((e+

affeeted—parties)) and, if the recount involves an office, to any

person for whom votes were cast for that office. The county auditor
shall also notify the ((aflfeetedparties)) applicant and other persons
by either tel ephone, fax, e-mail, or other electronic neans at the tine
of mailing. At least three attenpts nust be nade over a two-day period
to notify the ((alfeetedparties)) applicant and other persons or unti

t he ((atfeetedparties)) applicant and other persons have received the
notification. Each attenmpt to notify ((affeeted—parties)) the

applicant and other persons nust request a return response indicating
that the notice has been received. Each person entitled to receive
notice of the recount my attend, wtness the recount, and be
acconpani ed by counsel .

Proceedi ngs of the canvassing board are public under chapter 42.30
RCW Subj ect to reasonable and equitable guidelines adopted by the
canvassing board, all interested persons may attend and wtness a
recount .

Sec. 76. RCW 29A.68.011 and 2005 c 243 s 22 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Any justice of the supreme court, judge of the court of appeals, or
judge of the superior court in the proper county shall, by order,
require any person charged with error, wongful act, or neglect to
forthwith correct the error, desist fromthe wongful act, or perform
the duty and to do as the court orders or to show cause forthw th why
the error should not be corrected, the wongful act desisted from or
the duty or order not perforned, whenever it is nade to appear to such
justice or judge by affidavit of an elector that:
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(1) An error or omssion has occurred or is about to occur in
printing the name of any candidate on official ballots; or

(2) An error other than as provided in subsections (1) and (3) of
this section has been commtted or is about to be commtted in printing
the ballots; or

(3) The nane of any person has been or is about to be wongfully
pl aced upon the ballots; or

(4) A wongful act other than as provided for in subsections (1)
and (3) of this section has been perfornmed or is about to be perforned
by any election officer; or

(5) Any neglect of duty on the part of an election officer other
than as provided for in subsections (1) and (3) of this section has
occurred or is about to occur; or

(6) An error or om ssion has occurred or is about to occur in the
i ssuance of a certificate of election.

An affidavit of an elector under subsections (1) and (3) of this
section when relating to a primary ((eleetien)) nust be filed with the
appropriate court no |later than the second Friday follow ng the closing
of the filing period for nomnations for such office and shall be heard
and finally disposed of by the court not later than five days after the
filing thereof. An affidavit of an el ector under subsections (1) and
(3) of this section when relating to a general election nust be filed
with the appropriate court no later than three days followng the
official certification of the primary ((eleetioen)) returns and shall be
heard and finally disposed of by the court not later than five days
after the filing thereof. An affidavit of an el ector under subsection
(6) of this section shall be filed with the appropriate court no |ater
than ten days following the official certification of the election as
provided i n RCW 29A. 60. 190, 29A. 60. 240, or 29A.60.250 or, in the case
of a recount, ten days after the official certification of the anmended
abstract as provided in RCW 29A. 64. 061.

Sec. 77. RCW36.16.110 and 2003 ¢ 238 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The county legislative authority in each county shall, at its next
regul ar or special neeting after being appraised of any vacancy in any
county, township, precinct, or road district office of the county, fil
the vacancy by the appointnent of sone person qualified to hold such
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office, and the officers thus appointed shall hold office until the
next general election, and until their successors are elected and
qualifi ed.

If a vacancy occurs in a ((partisan)) county office after the
general election in a year that the position appears on the ballot and
before the start of the next term the term of the successor ((whe—+s

of—the—sane—party—as—the—+neurbent)) may commence once he or she has
qualified as defined in RCW ((29-064+-335)) 29A.04.133 and shall continue

( (t+hrough—the—termfor—whiech—he—or—she—was)) until a successor is

el ected and qualifi ed.

Sec. 78. RCW36.16.115 and 1981 c¢ 180 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Where a vacancy occurs in any ((partisan)) county el ective office,
other than a nenber of the county legislative authority, the county
| egi slative authority may appoint an enployee that was serving as a
deputy or assistant in such office at the tinme the vacancy occurred as
an acting official to performall necessary duties to continue nornal
of fice operations. The acting official will serve until a successor is
either elected or appointed as required by law. This section does not
apply to any vacancy occurring in a charter county ((whieh)) that has
charter provisions inconsistent with this section.

Sec. 79. RCW 36.32.0558 and 2003 c 238 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Vacancies on a board of county comm ssioners consisting of five
menbers shall be filled as provided in RCW 36.32. 070, except that:

(1) Whenever there are three or nore vacancies, the governor shal
appoint one or nore commssioners until there are a total of three
conmmi ssi oners;

(2) Wenever there are two vacancies, the three conm ssioners shal
fill one of the vacancies;

(3) Wienever there is one vacancy, the four conmm ssioners shall
fill the single vacancy; and

(4) Wenever there is a vacancy after the general election in a
year that the position appears on the ballot and before the start of

the next term the termof the successor ((whe—+s—ofthe sareparty—as
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the—+neurwbent)) may conmence once he or she has qualified as defined in

RCW ((29-64-135)) 29A.04.133 and shall continue ((through—thetermfor
whi-ch—he—-or—she—was)) until a successor is elected and qualified.

Sec. 80. RCW36.32.070 and 2003 ¢ 238 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Whenever there is a vacancy in the board of county comm ssioners,
except as provided in RCW 36.32.0558, it shall be filled as foll ows:

(1) If there are three vacancies, the governor of the state shal
appoint two of the officers. The two comm ssioners thus appointed
shall then neet and select the third conm ssioner. If the two
appoi nted comm ssioners fail to agree upon selection of the third after
the expiration of five days from the day they were appointed, the
governor shall appoint the remaining comm ssioner.

(2) Wienever there are two vacancies in the office of county
comm ssi oner, the governor shall appoint one comm ssioner, and the two
comm ssioners then in office shall appoint the third comm ssioner. |If
they fail to agree upon a selection after the expiration of five days
fromthe day of the governor's appointnent, the governor shall appoint
the third conm ssioner.

(3) Wenever there is one vacancy in the office of county
comm ssioner, the two remai ning conm ssioners shall fill the vacancy.
If the two comm ssioners fail to agree upon a selection after the
expiration of five days fromthe day the vacancy occurred, the governor
shal | appoint the third conm ssioner.

(4) \Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of county
comm ssioner after the general election in a year that the position
appears on the ballot and before the start of the next term the term

of the successor ((who—+s—oftthe same party—as—thetneurbent)) my
comrence once he or she has qualified as defined in RCW ((29-6+-135))

29A.04. 133 and shall continue ((t+hrough—the—termfor—which—-he—or—she

was)) until a successor is elected and qualified.

Sec. 81. RCW 42.12.040 and 2006 c¢c 344 s 29 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a vacancy occurs in any ((partisan)) elective office in the
executive or legislative branches of state governnment or in any
((partisan)) county elective office before the ((elteventh)) tenth
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Tuesday prior to the ((prtwry—For—the)) next general election

followi ng the occurrence of the vacancy, a successor shall be el ected
to that office at that general election. Except during the |ast year
of the term of office, if such a vacancy occurs on or after the
((eleventh)) tenth Tuesday prior to the ((pHrary—fer—that)) general
el ection, the election of the successor shall occur at the next
succeedi ng general election. The elected successor shall hold office
for the remainder of the unexpired term This section shall not apply
to any vacancy occurring in a charter county ((whieh)) that has charter
provi sions inconsistent wwth this section.

(2) If a vacancy occurs in any legislative office or in any
((partisan)) county office after the general election in a year that
the position appears on the ballot and before the start of the next

term the term of the successor ((whe—+s—ef—the—samre—party—as—the
Hreurbent)) may conmence once he or she has qualified as defined in RCW

29A. 04. 133 and shall continue ((t+hrough—the—termfor—which—he—or—she

was)) until a successor is elected and qualified.

Sec. 82. RCW42.12.040 and 2005 ¢ 2 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If a vacancy occurs in any ((partisan)) elective office in the
executive or legislative branches of state governnment or in any
((partisan)) county elective office before the ((stxth)) tenth Tuesday
prior to the next general election following the occurrence of the
vacancy, a successor shall be elected to that office at that genera
el ection. Except during the |ast year of the termof office, if such
a vacancy occurs on or after the ((st¢th)) tenth Tuesday prior to the
general election, the election of the successor shall occur at the next
succeedi ng general election. The elected successor shall hold office
for the remainder of the unexpired term This section shall not apply
to any vacancy occurring in a charter county that has charter
provi sions inconsistent wwth this section.

(2) If a vacancy occurs in any legislative office or in any
((partisan)) county office after the general election in a year that
the position appears on the ballot and before the start of the next

term the term of the successor ((whe—+s—ef—the—samre—party—as—the
Hreurbent)) may conmence once he or she has qualified as defined in RCW
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29A. 04. 133 and shall continue ((t+hrough—the—termfor—which—he—or—she

was)) until a successor is elected and qualified.

NOM NATI ONS FOR PRESI DENT AND VI CE PRESI DENT

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Independent or political party candidates for president and
vice president may be nom nated and presidential electors for those
candi dates may be chosen at either national or state conventions as
provided in sections 85 through 89 of this act.

(2) A "state nom nating convention," for the purposes of sections
85 through 89 of this act, is an organized assenbly of registered
voters of this state representing independent candidates for the
offices of president and vice president or a political party that
chooses to nom nate candidates for the offices of president and vice
presi dent independently of any national nom nating convention. State
nom nating conventions may not nom nate candidates for any public
of fice other than president and vice president of the United States.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 84. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) A state nom nating convention may be held not earlier than the
first Saturday in June and not later than the fourth Saturday in June.

(2) A state nomnating convention may consist of nultiple
conventions held in nore than one | ocation on the sane day.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 85. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

A notice or notices of a prospective state nom nating convention
must be published in a newspaper of general circulation within any
county or counties in which the convention or parts of the convention
are to be held at least ten days before the convention. The notice
shall state the date, tinme, and place or places of the convention and
i ncl ude the nmailing address of the person or organi zati on sponsoring or
conducting the convention.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 86. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

In order to nom nate candi dates for the offices of president and
vice president of the United States, a state nom nating convention
shal |l obtain and submt to the secretary of state the signatures of at
| east one thousand registered voters of the state of Washington. The
valid signatures of different individuals fromeach convention |ocation
obtai ned in support of the candidate or candidates for the offices of
president and vice president nomnated by that convention nust be
aggregated for the purposes of the requirenents of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 87. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

A state nom nating convention petition shall clearly identify the
names of the independent or political party candidates as they wll
appear on the certificate of nom nation under section 88 of this act.
The petition shall also contain a statenment that the person signing the
petition is a registered voter of the state of Wshington and shal
have a space for the voter to sign his or her nanme and to print his or
her nane and address. No person may sign nore than one nom nating
petition for the sanme el ection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 88. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

The presiding officer and the secretary of a state nom nating
convention shall execute wunder oath a certificate reciting the
nom nations nmade at that convention. The certificate nust:

(1) Be in witing;

(2) Contain the nanme of each person nomnated, his or her
residence, the office for which he or she is nomnated, and a sworn
statenment from each nomnee giving his or her <consent to the
nom nati on;

(3) ldentify the political party or the independent candi date on
whose behal f the convention was hel d;

(4) Include a list of the nanes and mailing addresses of the
requi site nunber of presidential electors selected at that convention;

(5) Be acconpanied by a nomnating petition or petitions bearing
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t he signatures and addresses of at |east one thousand registered voters
of the state;

(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling the
convention; and

(7) Be submtted to the secretary of state not |ater than one week
follow ng the adjournnent of the convention at which the nom nations
wer e made.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 89. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) If two or nore valid certificates of nomnation are filed
purporting to nomnate different candidates for the offices of
president and vice president using the sanme political party nane, the
secretary of state nust give effect to both certificates. | f
conflicting clainms to the use of a party nane are not resolved either
by mutual agreenment or by a judicial determnation of the right to the
name as provided in this section, all of the candi dates purported to
have been nomnated using that party name nust be treated as
i ndependent candi dates. Disputes over the right to the name nmust not
be permtted to delay the printing of either ballots or a voters'
panphl et .

(2) A person affected by a dispute over the use of a party nane
under this section may petition the superior court of Thurston county
for a judicial determnation of the right to use the nane of that
political party, either before or after docunents are filed with the
secretary of state. The court shall resolve the conflict between
conpeting clains to the use of the sane party nanme according to the
follow ng principles: (a) The prior established public use of the nane
during previous elections by a party conposed of or |led by the sane
individuals or individuals 1in docunented succession; (b) prior
established public use of the nane earlier in the sane el ection cycle;
(c) docunented affiliation wth a national or statewde party
organi zation with an established use of the nane; (d) the first date of
filing of a certificate of nomnation; and (e) such other indicia of an
established right to use of the nanme as the court may deem rel evant.
Upon resolving the conflict between conpeting clains, the court may
al so address any ballot designation for the candidate who does not
prevail .
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 90. A new section is added to chapter 29A 56
RCWto read as foll ows:

Upon the recei pt of the certificate of nomnation, the secretary of
state shall check the certificate and canvass the signatures on the
acconpanyi ng nom nating petitions to determne if the requirenents of
section 87 of this act have been net. Once the determ nation has been
made, the secretary of state shall notify the presiding officer of the
convention and any other persons requesting the notification, of his or
her decision regarding the sufficiency of the certificate or the
nom nating petitions. Any appeal regarding this determ nation nust be
filed wth the superior court of Thurston county not later than five
days fromthe date the determnation is nade, and shall be heard and
finally disposed of by the court within five days of the filing.
Nom nating petitions shall not be available for public inspection or

copyi ng.

REPEALERS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 91. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW29A.04.086 (Major political party) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 103;

(2) RCW 29A.04.097 (Mnor political party) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 116;

(3) RCW 29A.20.111 (Definitions--"Convention”™ and "election
jurisdiction") and 2004 c¢ 271 s 188;

(4) RCW 29A.20.121 (Nom nation by convention or wite-in--Dates--
Special filing period) and 2006 ¢ 344 s 4 & 2004 c 271 s 110;

(5) RCW 29A. 20. 131 (Convention--Notice) and 2004 c 271 s 189;

(6) RCW 29A. 20. 141 (Convention--Requirenents for validity) and 2004
c 271 s 111;

(7) RCW 29A.20.151 (Nom nating petition--Requirenents) and 2004 c
271 s 112;

(8) RCW29A. 20.161 (Certificate of nom nation--Requisites) and 2004
c 271 s 154;

(9) RCW29A.20.171 (Multiple certificates of nom nation) and 2004
c 271 s 155;

(10) RCW  29A. 20. 181 (Presidenti al el ectors--Sel ection at
convention) and 2004 c 271 s 156;
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(11) RCW  29A. 20.191 (Certificate of nom nat i on- - Checki ng
si gnatures-- Appeal of determ nation) and 2004 c 271 s 157,

(12) RCW 29A. 20.201 (Declarations of candi dacy required,
exceptions--Paynment of fees) and 2004 c¢ 271 s 113;

(13) RCW 29A. 24.210 (Vacancy in partisan elective office--Specia
filing period) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 621,

(14) RCW 29A.28.011 (Major party ticket) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 191,

(15) RCW 29A.28.071 (Precinct commttee officer) and 2004 ¢ 271 s
120;

(16) RCW 29A. 32. 036 (Even year primary contents) and 2004 c 271 s
122,

(17) RCW 29A.36.104 (Partisan primary ballots--Formats) and 2004 c
271 s 126;

(18) RCW29A. 36.106 (Partisan primary ball ots--Required statenents)
and 2004 c 271 s 127,

(19) RCW 29A.36.191 (Partisan candidates qualified for general
el ection) and 2004 c 271 s 133;

(20) RCW 29A.52.106 (Intent) and 2004 c 271 s 140;

(21) RCW 29A.52.116 (Application of chapter--Exceptions) and 2004
c 271 s 139;

(22) RCW 29A.52.141 (Instructions) and 2004 c 271 s 141,

(23) RCW 29A.52.151 (Ballot format--Procedures) and 2004 c 271 s
142,

(24) RCW 29A.52.161 (One vote) and 2004 c 271 s 144;

(25) RCW 29A.52.321 (Certification of nom nees) and 2004 c 271 s
146;

(26) RCW 29A.80.011 (Authority--Cenerally) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 183;

(27) RCW 29A.80.020 (State conmttee) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2002, 1987
c 295 s 11, 1972 ex.s. ¢ 45 s 1, & 1965 c 9 s 29.42. 020;

(28) RCW 29A.80.030 (County central comm ttee--Organi zation
meetings) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2003, 1987 c 295 s 12, 1973 ¢ 85 s 1, 1973
c 4s 5 &1965 c 9 s 29.42.030;

(29) RCW 29A.80.041 (Precinct commttee officer, eligibility) and
2004 ¢ 271 s 148;

(30) RCW 29A.80.051 (Precinct commttee officer--Election--Term
and 2004 c 271 s 149; and

(31) RCW 29A.80.061 (Legislative district chair--Election--Term-
Renoval ) and 2004 ¢ 271 s 150.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 92. Subheadings used in this act are not any
part of the | aw.

~-- END ---
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