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S-1238.1

SENATE BI LL 5976

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Tom Shin, Benton and Kei ser

Read first tinme 02/09/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to increasing the nunber of required school days;
and amendi ng RCW 28A. 150. 220, 28A.150. 250, 28A.150.290, 28A 195.010
28A. 310. 240, 28A.330.100, 28A.400.300, and 28A. 410. 080.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.150.220 and 1993 ¢ 371 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Satisfaction of the basic education program requirenents
identified in RCW 28A. 150. 210 shall be considered to be inplenented by
the foll owm ng program

(a) Each school district shall nake available to students enrolled
in kindergarten at least a total instructional offering of ((feur))
five hundred ((#++y)) hours. The program shall include instruction in
the essential academi c | earning requirenents ((unrder—ROW28A-630-885))
and such other subjects and such activities as the school district
shall determne to be appropriate for the education of the school
district's students enrolled in such program

(b) Each school district shall nake available to students enrolled
in grades one through twelve, at least a district-w de annual average
total instructional hour offering of one thousand one hundred ten
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hour s. The state board of education may define alternatives to
classroominstructional tinme for students in grades nine through twelve
enrolled in alternative |earning experiences. The state board of
education shall establish rules to determne annual aver age
instructional hours for districts including fewer than twel ve grades.
The program shall include the essential academ c | earning requirenents
( (under—REW28A630-885)) and such other subjects and such activities
as the school district shall determne to be appropriate for the
education of the school district's students enrolled in such group;

(c) If the essential academc l|earning requirenents include a
requi rement of | anguages other than English, the requirenent may be net
by students receiving instruction in one or nore Anerican |Indian
| anguages.

(2) Nothing contained in subsection (1) of this section shall be
construed to require individual students to attend school for any
particul ar nunber of hours per day or to take any particul ar courses.

(3) Each school district's kindergarten through twelfth grade basic
educati onal program shall be accessible to all students who are five
years of age, as provided by RCW 28A. 225. 160, and | ess than twenty-one
years of age and shall consist of a mninmm of ((ere)) two hundred
((etghty)) school days per school year in such grades as are conducted
by a school district, and ((ere)) two hundred ((etghty)) hal f-days of
instruction, or equivalent, in kindergarten: PROVIDED, That effective
May 1, 1979, a school district may schedule the last five school days
of the ((ene)) two hundred ((anrd—etghty)) day school year for
noni nstructional purposes in the case of students who are graduating
from hi gh school ((+)) including, but not [imted to, the observance of
graduation and early release fromschool upon the request of a student,
and all such students may be clainmed as a full-tinme equival ent student
to the extent they could otherwi se have been so clainmed for the
pur poses of RCW 28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150. 260.

(4) The state board of education shall adopt rules to inplenent and
ensure conpliance with the program requirenents inposed by this
section, RCW 28A. 150.250 and 28A. 150. 260, and such rel ated suppl enent al
program approval requirenents as the state board nmay establish.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 150. 250 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

SB 5976 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNDNMNMNMNNNMNPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPRERPPREPE
N o oA WNPEPE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N Ok W DN e o

From t hose funds nmade avail able by the legislature for the current
use of the common schools, the superintendent of public instruction
shal | distribute annually as provided in RCW 28A. 510. 250 to each schoo
district of the state operating a program approved by the state board
of education an anount which, when conbined wth an appropriate portion
of such locally available revenues, other than receipts from federa
forest revenues distributed to school districts pursuant to RCW
28A. 520.010 and 28A. 520. 020, as the superintendent of public
instruction may deem appropriate for consideration in conputing state
equal i zati on support, excluding excess property tax levies, wll
constitute a basic education allocation in dollars for each annua
average full-tinme equivalent student enrolled, based upon one full
school year of ((ene)) two hundred ((etghty)) days, except that for
ki ndergartens one full school vyear shall be ((ene)) two hundred
((erghty)) half days of instruction, or the equivalent as provided in
RCW 28A. 150. 220.

Basi ¢ education shall be considered to be fully funded by those
anounts of dollars appropriated by the l|egislature pursuant to RCW
28A. 150. 250 and 28A.150.260 to fund those program requirenents
identified in RCW 28A. 150. 220 in accordance with the fornula and rati os
provi ded in RCW 28A. 150. 260 and those anounts of doll ars appropri ated
by the legislature to fund the salary requirenents of RCW 28A. 150. 100
and 28A. 150. 410.

Qperation of a program approved by the state board of education,
for the purposes of this section, shall include a finding that the
rati o of students per classroomteacher in grades kindergarten through
three is not greater than the ratio of students per classroomteacher
in grades four and above for such district: PROVI DED, That for the
purposes of this section, "classroom teacher” shall be defined as an
i nstructional enployee possessing at |east a provisional certificate,
but not necessarily enployed as a certificated enpl oyee, whose primary
duty is the daily educational instruction of students: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That the state board of education shall adopt rules ((and
regulati+ens)) to ((Hasure)) ensure conpliance with the student/teacher
ratio provisions of this section, and such rules ((anrd—+egulations))
shall allow for exenptions for those special prograns and/or school
districts which nmay be deenmed wunable to practicably neet the
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student/teacher ratio requirenents of this section by virtue of a snal
nunber of students.

If a school district's basic education program fails to neet the
basi c educati on requi renents enuner at ed in RCW  28A. 150. 250,
28A. 150. 260, and 28A.150.220, the state board of education shal
require the superintendent of public instruction to withhold state
funds in whole or in part for the basic education allocation until
program conpliance is assured: PROVI DED, That the state board of
education nmay waive this requirenent in the event of substantial |ack
of classroom space.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.150.290 and 1992 c 141 s 504 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the power
and duty to nmake such rules ((and—+egulatiens)) as are necessary for
the proper adm nistration of this chapter and RCW 28A. 160. 150 t hr ough
((28A—2160-220)) 28A.160.210, 28A.300.035, 28A 300.170, and 28A.500. 010
not inconsistent with the provisions thereof, and in addition to
requi re such reports as nay be necessary to carry out his or her duties
under this <chapter and RCW 28A. 160.150 through ((28A—160-220))
28A. 160. 210, 28a.300. 035, 28A.300.170, and 28A. 500. 010.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the
authority to make rul es ((and—+regulations—which)) that establish the
terms and conditions for allowng school districts to receive state
basi ¢ education noneys as provided in RCW 28A 150.250 when said
districts are unable to fulfill for one or nore schools as officially
schedul ed the requirenent of a full school year of ((emne)) two hundred
((etghty)) days or the annual average total instructional hour offering
i nposed by RCW 28A. 150. 220 and 28A. 150. 260 due to one or nore of the
foll ow ng conditions:

(a) An unforeseen natural event, including, but not necessarily
limted to, a fire, flood, explosion, storm earthquake, epidemc, or
vol canic eruption that has the direct or indirect effect of rendering
one or nore school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy, inaccessible,
or inoperable; and

(b) An unforeseen nechanical failure or an unforeseen action or
i naction by one or nore persons, including negligence and threats, that
(1) is beyond the control of both a school district board of directors
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and its enployees and (ii) has the direct or indirect effect of
rendering one or nore school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy,
i naccessi ble, or inoperable. Such actions, inactions or nechanica
failures may include, but are not necessarily limted to, arson,
vandalism riots, insurrections, bonb threats, bonbings, delays in the
schedul ed conpl etion of construction projects, and the discontinuance
or disruption of wutilities such as heating, lighting and water:
PROVI DED, That an unforeseen action or inaction shall not include any
| abor dispute between a school district board of directors and any
enpl oyee of the school district.

A condition is foreseeable for the purposes of this subsection to
the extent a reasonably prudent person would have anticipated prior to
August first of the preceding school year that the condition probably
woul d occur during the ensuing school year because of the occurrence of
an event or a circunstance which existed during such precedi ng school
year or a prior school year. A board of directors of a school district
is deenmed for the purposes of this subsection to have know edge of
events and circunstances which are a matter of common know edge within
the school district and of those events and circunstances which can be
di scovered upon prudent inquiry or inspection.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall nmake every
effort to reduce the anount of paperwork required in adm nistration of
this chapter and RCW 28A. 160. 150 t hrough ((28A—2160-226)) 28A. 160. 210,
28A. 300. 035, 28A. 300.170, and 28A.500.010; to sinplify the application
nmoni toring and eval uati on processes used; to elimnate all duplicative
requests for information fromlocal school districts; and to nake every
effort to integrate and standardize information requests for other
state education acts and federal aid to education acts adm ni stered by
the superintendent of public instruction so as to reduce paperwork
requi renments and duplicative information requests.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.195.010 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 106 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The | egislature hereby recognizes that private schools should be
subject only to those mninmum state controls necessary to ((+nhsure))
ensure the health and safety of all the students in the state and to
((+nhsure)) ensure a sufficient basic education to neet usual graduation
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requi renents. The state, any agency or official thereof, shall not
restrict or dictate any specific educational or other progranms for
private schools except as hereinafter in this section provided.

Principals of private schools or superintendents of private schoo
districts shall file each year with the state superintendent of public
instruction a statenent certifying that the mninum requirenents
hereinafter set forth are being net, noting any deviations. After
review of the statenent, the state superintendent will notify schools
or school districts of those deviations which nust be corrected. In
case of major deviations, the school or school district may request and
the state board of education nay grant provisional status for one year
in order that the school or school district may take action to neet the
requi renents. The state board of education shall not require private
school students to neet the student |earning goals, obtain a
certificate of academ c achievenent, or a certificate of individual
achievenment to graduate from high school, to naster the essential
academc learning requirenents, or to be assessed pursuant to RCW
28A. 655. 061. However, private schools may choose, on a voluntary
basis, to have their students master these essential academ c |earning
requi renents, take the assessnents, and obtain a certificate of
academ c achievenent or a certificate of individual achievenent.
M ni mum requi rements shall be as foll ows:

(1) The mninmm school year for instructional purposes shal
consi st of no less than ((enre)) tw hundred ((etghty)) school days or
t he equival ent in annual m ni mrum program hour offerings as prescribed
i n RCW 28A. 150. 220.

(2) The school day shall be the sanme as that required in RCW
28A. 150. 030 and 28A. 150. 220, except that the percentages of total
program hour offerings as prescribed in RCW 28A. 150.220 for basic
skills, work skills, and optional subjects and activities shall not
apply to private schools or private sectarian schools.

(3) Al classroomteachers shall hold appropriate Washi ngton state
certification except as follows:

(a) Teachers for religious courses or courses for which no
counterpart exists in public schools shall not be required to obtain a
state certificate to teach those courses.

(b) I'n exceptional cases, people of unusual conpetence but w thout
certification may teach students so long as a certified person
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exerci ses general supervision. Annual witten statenents shall be
submtted to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
reporting and expl ai ni ng such circunst ances.

(4) An approved private school nmay operate an extension program for
parents, guardi ans, or persons having legal custody of a child to teach
children in their custody. The extension program shall require at a
m ni mum t hat :

(a) The parent, guardi an, or custodi an be under the supervision of
an enployee of the approved private school who is certified under
chapter 28A. 410 RCW

(b) The planning by the certified person and the parent, guardi an,
or person having | egal custody include objectives consistent with this
subsecti on and subsections (1), (2), (5), (6), and (7) of this section;

(c) The certified person spend a m ni nrum average each nonth of one
contact hour per week with each student under his or her supervision
who is enrolled in the approved private school extension program

(d) Each student's progress be evaluated by the certified person;
and

(e) The certified enployee shall not supervise nore than thirty
students enrolled in the approved private school's extension program

(5) Appropriate neasures shall be taken to safeguard all pernmanent
records against | oss or damage.

(6) The physical facilities of the school or district shall be
adequate to neet the program offered by the school or district:
PROVI DED, That each school building shall neet reasonable health and
fire safety requirenents. A residential dwelling of the parent,
guardi an, or custodian shall be deened to be an adequate physical
facility when a parent, guardian, or person having legal custody is
instructing his or her child under subsection (4) of this section.

(7) Private school curriculum shall include instruction of the
basic skills of occupational education, science, nmathematics, |anguage,
social studies, history, health, reading, witing, spelling, and the
devel opnent of appreciation of art and nmusic, all in sufficient units
for nmeeting state board of education graduation requirenents.

(8) Each school or school district shall be required to maintain
up-to-date policy statenents related to the admnistration and
operation of the school or school district.
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Al'l decisions of policy, philosophy, selection of books, teaching
material, curriculum except as in subsection (7) of this section
provi ded, school rules and admnistration, or other mtters not
specifically referred to in this section, shall be the responsibility
of the admnistration and admnistrators of the particular private
school invol ved.

Sec. 5. RCW28A 310.240 and 1997 ¢ 13 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every educational service district board shall adopt witten
policies granting | eaves to persons under contracts of enploynent with
the district in positions requiring either certification or classified
qualifications, including but not limted to | eaves for attendance at
official or private institutes and conferences and sabbatical |eaves
for enployees in positions requiring certification qualification, and

| eaves for illness, injury, bereavenent, and energencies for both
certificated and classified enployees, with such conpensation as the
board prescribes. The board shall adopt witten policies granting
annual | eave with conpensation for illness, injury, and energencies as
fol | ows:

(a) For persons under contract with the district for a full fiscal
year, at |east ten days;

(b) For persons under contract with the district as part-tine
enpl oyees, at |east that portion of ten days as the total nunber of
days contracted for bears to ((ene)) two hundred ((erghty)) days;

(c) For certificated and classified enployees, annual |eave with
conpensation for illness, injury, and energencies shall be granted and
accrue at a rate not to exceed twelve days per fiscal year. Provisions
of any contract in force on July 23, 1989, which conflict wth
requi rements of this subsection shall continue in effect until contract
expiration; after expiration, any new contract executed between the
parties shall be consistent with this subsection;

(d) Conpensation for leave for illness or injury actually taken
shall be the sane as the conpensation the person would have received
had the person not taken the | eave provided in this section;

(e) Leave provided in this section not taken shall accunulate from
fiscal year to fiscal year up to a maximum of ((enre)) two hundred
((etghty)) days for the purposes of RCW 28A 310.490, and for |eave
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purposes up to a maxi mum of the nunber of contract days agreed to in a
gi ven contract, but not greater than one fiscal year. Such accunul ated
time may be taken at any tinme during the fiscal year, or up to twelve
days per year nmay be used for the purpose of paynents for unused sick
| eave; and

(f) Accunul ated | eave under this section shall be transferred to
educational service districts, school districts, and the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, and from any such district or
office to another such district or office. An intervening customary
sumer break in enploynent or the performance of enploynent duties
shal | not preclude such a transfer.

(2) Leave accunulated by a person in a district prior to |eaving
the district may, under rules of the board, be granted to the person
when the person returns to the enploynent of the district.

(3) Leave for illness or injury accunul ated before July 23, 1989,
under the adm nistrative practices of an educational service district,
and such |eave transferred before July 23, 1989, to or from an
educational service district, school district, or the office of the
superintendent of public instruction under the admnistrative practices
of the district or office, is declared valid and shall be added to such
| eave for illness or injury accunmul ated after July 23, 1989.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A.330.100 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 417 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every board of directors of a school district of the first class,
in addition to the general powers for directors enunerated in this
title, shall have the power:

(1) To enploy for a term of not exceeding three years a
superi ntendent of schools of the district, and for cause to dism ss him
or her, and to fix his or her duties and conpensati on;

(2) To enploy, and for cause dismss one or nore assistant
superintendents and to define their duties and fix their conpensati on;

(3) To enploy a business manager, attorneys, architects, inspectors
of construction, superintendents of buildings and a superintendent of
supplies, all of whom shall serve at the board's pleasure, and to
prescribe their duties and fix their conpensation;

(4) To enploy, and for cause dism ss, supervisors of instruction
and to define their duties and fix their conpensation;

p. 9 SB 5976
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(5) To prescribe a course of study and a program of exercises which
shall be consistent with the course of study prepared by the
superintendent of public instruction for the use of the common school s
of this state;

(6) To, in addition to the mninmum requirenents inposed by this
title establish and maintain such grades and departnents, including
ni ght, high, kindergarten, vocational training and, except as otherw se
provided by law, industrial schools, and schools and departnents for
the education and training of any class or classes of youth wth
disabilities, as in the judgnent of the board, best shall pronpte the
interests of education in the district;

(7) To determne the length of tinme over and above ((ere)) two
hundred ((etghty)) days that school shall be nmaintained: PROVI DED,
That for purposes of apportionment no district shall be credited with
more than ((enre)) two hundred ((and—eighty-—three)) three days'
attendance in any school year; and to fix the time for annual opening
and cl osing of schools and for the daily dism ssal of pupils before the
regular time for closing schools;

(8 To maintain a shop and repair departnent, and to enploy, and
for cause dismss, a foreman and the necessary help for the maintenance
and conduct thereof;

(9) To provide free textbooks and supplies for all <children
attendi ng school ;

(10) To require of the officers or enployees of the district to
give a bond for the honest performance of their duties in such pena
sum as may be fixed by the board with good and sufficient surety, and
to cause the premum for all bonds required of all such officers or
enpl oyees to be paid by the district: PROVIDED, That the board nmay, by
witten policy, allow that such bonds may include a deductible proviso
not to exceed two percent of the officer's or enployee's annual sal ary;

(11) To prohibit all secret fraternities and sororities anong the
students in any of the schools of the said districts; and

(12) To appoint a practicing physician, resident of the school
district, who shall be known as the school district medical inspector,
and whose duty it shall be to decide for the board of directors al
guestions of sanitation and health affecting the safety and wel fare of
the public schools of the district who shall serve at the board's
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pl easure: PROVIDED, That children shall not be required to submt to
vacci nation against the will of their parents or guardian.

Sec. 7. RCW 28A.400.300 and 1997 c¢ 13 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every board of directors, unless otherw se specially provided by
| aw, shall:

(1) Enploy for not nore than one year, and for sufficient cause
di scharge all certificated and cl assified enpl oyees;

(2) Adopt witten policies granting |eaves to persons under
contracts of enploynment with the school district(s) in positions
requiring either certification or classified qualifications, including
but not limted to leaves for attendance at official or private
institutes and conferences and sabbatical |eaves for enployees in
positions requiring certification qualification, and |eaves for
illness, injury, bereavenent and, energencies for both certificated and
classified enployees, and with such conpensation as the board of
directors prescribe: PROVIDED, That the board of directors shall adopt
witten policies granting to such persons annual leave wth
conpensation for illness, injury and energencies as follows:

(a) For such persons under contract with the school district for a
full year, at |east ten days;

(b) For such persons under contract wth the school district as
part tinme enployees, at l|east that portion of ten days as the tota
nunmber of days contracted for bears to ((ene)) two hundred ((etrghty))
days;

(c) For certificated and classified enployees, annual |eave with
conpensation for illness, injury, and energencies shall be granted and
accrue at a rate not to exceed twel ve days per year; provisions of any
contract in force on June 12, 1980, which conflict with requirenents of
this subsection shall continue in effect until contract expiration;
after expiration, any new contract executed between the parties shal
be consistent with this subsection;

(d) Conpensation for leave for illness or injury actually taken
shall be the sane as the conpensation such person woul d have received
had such person not taken the | eave provided in this proviso;

(e) Leave provided in this proviso not taken shall accunulate from
year to year up to a maxi mumof ((ene)) two hundred ((etghty)) days for
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t he purposes of RCW 28A. 400. 210 and 28A. 400. 220, and for | eave purposes
up to a maxi num of the nunber of contract days agreed to in a given
contract, but not greater than one year. Such accunul ated tine nay be
taken at any tinme during the school year or up to twelve days per year
may be used for the purpose of paynents for unused sick | eave.

(f) Sick | eave heretofore accunul ated under section 1, chapter 195,
Laws of 1959 (former RCW 28.58.430) and sick |eave accunmul ated under
adm ni strative practice of school districts prior to the effective date
of section 1, chapter 195, Laws of 1959 (fornmer RCW 28.58.430) is

hereby declared valid, and shall be added to leave for illness or
i njury accunul ated under this proviso;
(g) Any leave for injury or illness accunulated up to a maxi num of

forty-five days shall be creditable as service rendered for the purpose
of determning the tine at which an enployee is eligible to retire, if
such leave is taken it nmay not be conpensated under the provisions of
RCW 28A. 400. 210 and 28A. 310. 490;

(h) Accunul ated | eave under this proviso shall be transferred to
and from one district to another, the office of superintendent of
public instruction and offices of educational service district
superintendents and boards, to and from such districts and such
of fices;

(i) Leave accunulated by a person in a district prior to |eaving
said district may, under rules and regul ations of the board, be granted
to such person when the person returns to the enploynment of the
district.

When any certificated or classified enployee |eaves one school
district wwthin the state and comences enpl oynent w th anot her school
district within the state, the enployee shall retain the sane
seniority, leave benefits and other benefits that the enployee had in
his or her previous position: PROVIDED, That classified enpl oyees who
transfer between districts after July 28, 1985, shall not retain any
seniority rights other than |longevity when | eaving one school district
and begi nning enploynent with another. |If the school district to which
the person transfers has a different system for conputing seniority,
| eave benefits, and other benefits, then the enpl oyee shall be granted
the sane seniority, |eave benefits and other benefits as a person in
that district who has simlar occupational status and total years of
servi ce.
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Sec. 8. RCW28A 410.080 and 1969 ex.s. c¢ 223 s 28A.01.025 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

The school year for all matters pertaining to teacher certification
or for conputing experience in teaching shall consist of not fewer than
((ene)) two hundred ((etghty)) school days.

~-- END ---
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