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SENATE BI LL 5962

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Kohl -\Wel | es

Read first time 02/08/2007. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to Lief Erikson day; anmending RCW 1.16.050; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that nore than one
t housand years ago, Leif Erikson and his crew journeyed across the
Atl antic seeking unknown | ands. Their pioneering spirit of courage,
determ nation, and discovery helped to open the world to new
expl oration and unprecedented devel opnent. Each Cctober, we join our
friends in Iceland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland in honoring
this historic voyage and in celebrating the strong bonds that exist
bet ween those countries and Washi ngton state.

Sec. 2. RCW1.16.050 and 2003 ¢ 68 s 2 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

The followng are |legal holidays: Sunday; the first day of
January, commonly called New Year's Day; the third Monday of January,
bei ng cel ebrated as the anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther King,
Jr.; the third Monday of February to be known as Presidents' Day and to
be cel ebrated as the anniversary of the births of Abraham Lincoln and
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CGeorge Washi ngton; the | ast Monday of May, commonly known as Menori a
Day; the fourth day of July, being the anniversary of the Declaration
of I ndependence; the first Monday in Septenber, to be known as Labor
Day; the eleventh day of Novenber, to be known as Veterans' Day; the
fourth Thursday in Novenber, to be known as Thanksgi ving Day; the day
i mredi ately follow ng Thanksgiving Day; and the twenty-fifth day of
Decenber, commonly called Christmas Day.

Enpl oyees of the state and its political subdivisions, except
enpl oyees of school districts and except those noncl assified enpl oyees
of institutions of higher education who hold appointnents or are
enpl oyed under contracts to perform services for periods of less than
twel ve consecutive nonths, shall be entitled to one paid holiday per
cal endar year in addition to those specified in this section. Each
enpl oyee of the state or its political subdivisions may sel ect the day
on which the enployee desires to take the additional holiday provided
for herein after consultation with the enpl oyer pursuant to guidelines
to be pronul gated by rule of the appropriate personnel authority, or in
the case of Ilocal governnent by ordinance or resolution of the
| egi sl ative authority.

| f any of the above specified state | egal holidays are al so federal
| egal holidays but observed on different dates, only the state |ega
hol i days shall be recognized as a paid | egal holiday for enpl oyees of
the state and its political subdivisions except that for port districts
and the law enforcenent and public transit enployees of nunicipal
corporations, either the federal or the state |legal holiday, but in no
case both, may be recognized as a paid |legal holiday for enployees.

Whenever any | egal holiday, other than Sunday, falls upon a Sunday,
the foll owm ng Monday shall be the | egal holiday.

Whenever any |egal holiday falls upon a Saturday, the preceding
Friday shall be the |egal holiday.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to have the effect of
adding or deleting the nunber of paid holidays provided for in an
agreenent between enpl oyees and enpl oyers of political subdivisions of
the state or as established by ordinance or resolution of the |oca
governnment |egislative authority.

The | egislature declares that the twelfth day of October shall be
recogni zed as Col unbus Day but shall not be considered a | egal holiday
for any purposes.
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The legislature declares that the ninth day of April shall be
recogni zed as fornmer prisoner of war recognition day but shall not be
considered a |l egal holiday for any purposes.

The | egi sl ature declares that the twenty-sixth day of January shal
be recogni zed as Washington arny and air national guard day but shal
not be considered a |l egal holiday for any purposes.

The legislature declares that the seventh day of August shall be
recogni zed as purple heart recipient recognition day but shall not be
considered a |l egal holiday for any purposes.

The legislature declares that the second Sunday in Cctober be
recogni zed as Washington state children's day but shall not be
considered a |l egal holiday for any purposes.

The | egislature declares that the sixteenth day of April shall be
recogni zed as Mdther Joseph day and the fourth day of Septenber as
Mar cus Wi t man day, but neither shall be considered |egal holidays for
any purpose.

The legislature declares that the seventh day of Decenber be
recogni zed as Pearl| Harbor renenbrance day but shall not be consi dered
a legal holiday for any purpose.

The legislature declares that the nineteenth day of February be
recognized as civil liberties day of renenbrance but shall not be
considered a |l egal holiday for any purpose.

The legislature declares that the ninth day of October be
recognized as Lief Erikson day but shall not be considered a |ega

holiday for any purpose.

~-- END ---
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