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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5597

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Franklin, Benton, Zarelli, Kauffman, Kline, Carrell, Poul sen, Keiser,
Kohl - Wl | es, Del vin and Roach)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to contracts with chiropractors; adding a new
section to chapter 48.43 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Health carriers may not directly or indirectly, through
contract or otherwi se, refuse to reinburse for the health care services
| egally provided by enpl oyees of a contracted chiropractor working at
the sanme |location as the contracted chiropractor if the service woul d
be a reinbursable benefit but for the contractor's refusal to recognize
or reinburse the services perfornmed by enployees of the contracted
chiropractor.

(2) Health carriers may not require directly or indirectly, by
contract, reinbursenent requirenents, utilization review nethods, or
otherwise, that a chiropractor conply wth health care delivery
standards that conflict with those standards and practices authorized
or adopted by the Washington state chiropractic quality assurance
comm ssion. A contract may not prohibit a chiropractor from del egating
duties in accordance with rules governing the chiropractic profession,
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nor may a contractor refuse to reinburse the contracted chiropractor
for such delegated services if those services would be reinbursed if
not del egat ed. A carrier may require all contracted health care
providers to participate in a quality assurance program that relies
upon evi dence-based health care delivery standards.

(3) Any term or condition of any contract between a chiropractor
and a carrier that violates a provision of this section and any attenpt
to waive, nodify, or shift responsibility for conpliance with this
section is invalid.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act does not affect any existing right
acquired or liability or obligation incurred prior to the effective
date of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. Every provider contract executed or renewed
on or after January 1, 2008, shall conformto the provisions of this
act.

~-- END ---
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