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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5318

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, GCcean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Poul sen and Jacobsen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to wildlife conservation in Washington's portion of
the Yukon to Yell owst one Rocky nountain ecosystem adding a new section
to chapter 77.12 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Washington state

conprises a great diversity of biota and |andscapes. Under widely
accepted scientific classifications, there are nine ecoregional areas
lying wholly or partially in Wshington: Nort hwest coast, Puget

trough, northwest Cascades, west Cascades, east Cascades, kanogan
hi ghl ands, Blue nountains, Colunbia plateau, and Canadian Rocky
nount ai ns. The Canadi an Rocky nountains ecoregional area is a vast
regi on of the Rocky nountain chain stretching fromthe Yukon Territory
in Canada into the south central United States, enconpassing all or
portions of three provinces and seven states. The Selkirk nountains in
the northeast portion of the state and the north-flowng Pend Oeille
river are the two dom nant features of this ecoregion in Wshington
state, wth the Selkirks providing a transition between the rolling
Ckanogan highlands to the west and the hi gher Rocky nountain ridges and
mountains interlaced with wide valleys to the east.
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While the portion of this region lying within Washington state is
relatively small, it is an inportant conponent for conservation
initiatives involving the unique biota of this ecoregion. Wthin the
Rocky nountains ecoregional area there are |andowners, communities
wi | dlife managenent agencies, and wildlife conservation organizations
beginning to work together in a coordinated manner to consider this
region as a whole. These groups seek to conbine science and
stewardship to ensure that the world-renowned w | derness, wldlife,
native plants, and natural processes of the region continue to function
as an interconnected web of life, capable of supporting all of the
natural and human communities that reside within it, for now and for
future generations. This effort is comonly referred to as the Yukon
to Yell owstone conservation initiative.

Wthin the Yukon to Yell owstone ecoregion are hundreds of snal
communities, and two major netropolitan regions, Calgary and Spokane.
As the largest city wthin the Yukon to Yellowstone region in the
United States, the city of Spokane should be recogni zed as the United
States' capital of the Yukon to Yell owstone ecoregion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall participate with wildlife nmanagenent agencies
and conservation organizations in other states and provinces,
conprising the Canadian Rocky nountains ecoregional area, in the
cooperative prograns of the Yukon to Yellowstone conservation
initiative. Wuere the Yukon to Yell owstone conservation initiative has
identified priority species, habitats, or |landscapes lying wthin
Washi ngton state, the departnment shall actively seek to involve |loca
governnments, |andowners, and |ocal conservation organizations in the
initiative. The department may integrate these activities with its
cooperative work with other states and provinces sharing ecoregiona
areas with Washington state.

~-- END ---
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