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HOUSE BI LL 3351

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Chase

Read first tinme 02/06/08. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to food contam nati on; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that at |east one
study has shown that urine and saliva of children eating a variety of
nonorgani ¢ foods from Washi ngton grocers contai ned biol ogi cal markers
of food contam nation. Because children's bodies are growing and
devel oping, they are especially vulnerable to the effects of toxic
chem cals. Wile the federal governnent assessed and refornul ated the
nation's food safety laws with the 1996 enactnent of the food quality
protection act, additional research may need to be conducted to
determ ne whether the contam nants neasured in Wshington children
woul d cause any adverse health outcones. There is substanti al
toxicologic evidence that repeated |owlevel exposure to food
contam nants may affect neurodevel opnent and growth in devel oping
ani mal s. To protect children's health, it is inportant to know the
extent of the presence of food contam nation in our food, the effect of
repeated |owlevel exposure to food contam nation on children, what
research has been conducted in this area, and whether further studies
or regul ations are needed.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of health is directed to:

(1) Review existing studies of the cunul ative devel opnental risk to
children from | ow dose exposures to food contam nation and report to
the | egislature on:

(a) The findings, results, and recommendations from the studies;

and

(b) Any scientific gaps in these studies or scientific questions
rai sed by the studies that the departnent finds should be researched in
order to best protect children fromfood safety risks associated with
food contam nation

(2) Review actions taken by the United States environnental
protection agency in inplenmentation of the 1996 food quality protection
act and report to the legislature on any areas where additional
research i s needed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of health shall submt its
report to the appropriate conmttees of the |egislature by Novenber 1,
2008. The report shall include specific recommendations for
| egi slative action for how the state can hel p reduce food contam nants.

~-- END ---
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