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H 4869. 2

HOUSE BI LL 3291

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kelley, Sant os, Pettigrew, Cody, Hudgi ns,
Pedersen, Dickerson, Nelson, (Quall, Kenney, Sullivan, Mlntire,
Green, and Barl ow

Read first tinme 01/29/08. Referred to Commttee on Capital Budget.

AN ACT Relating to community and surplus schools; anending RCW
43. 63A. 135 and 28A.525. 050; adding a new section to chapter 43. 63A RCW
addi ng a new section to chapter 28A 525 RCW and creati ng new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act shall be known as the community
school s act of 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature finds that young peopl e need
a W de range of opportunities and a strong support systemto succeed.
A quality academ c program is necessary, but is not sufficient given
societal factors, famly circunmstances, poverty, and health problens.
All  children regardless of their economc, racial, or famly
ci rcunst ances deserve access to a full array of opportunities. The
| egi slature also finds that cooperative partnerships and joint use of
facilities between public schools, |ocal governnments, early |earning
providers, health and social service providers, and postsecondary
institutions can result in the effective use of federal, state, |ocal,
and community resources. Such partnerships build on comunity
strengths, foster famly and community engagenent, share accountability
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for results, and set high expectations for all. The legislature
further finds that surplus schools are community assets that should be
reused for maxi mum public good to benefit comunities. Therefore, it
is the intent of the legislature to provide capital grant funds for the
devel opment of community schools and to convert enpty school buil dings
into comunity facilities. Grants may be used for the acquisition,
construction, rehabilitation, and inprovenent of facilities to assist
with the inplenentation of this act. The goal is to: (1) Inprove the
coordination, availability, and effectiveness of services for children
and famlies; (2) ensure that children cone to school ready to learn
every day; (3) enable famlies to participate in the education of their
children; and (4) enable nore efficient use of federal, state, |ocal,
and private sector resources that serve children and famlies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.63A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Advisory board" nmeans an i ndependent advisory board including,
but not I|imted to, a representative from the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, an early |earning expert, a youth
recreational facility expert, a social service facility expert, a | ocal
school district representative, and a public higher education
representative.

(b) "Community school"™ nmeans both a place and a set of partnerships
between eligible entities including, but not I|imted to, public
school s, postsecondary institutions, |ocal governnents, early |earning
provi ders, and other nonprofit comunity resources with an integrated
focus on academ cs, health and social services, youth and conmmunity
devel opnent, and community engagenent.

(c) "Eligible entity" neans public school districts, |oca
gover nnent s, nonprofit organi zations, early learning providers,
post secondary institutions, and tribal governnents.

(d) "Qualified services" neans the follow ng:

(i) Early chil dhood educati on;

(i1) Renedi al education activities and academc enrichnment
activities;
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(tit) Programs that pronote parental involvenent and famly
literacy;

(iv) Youth devel opnent prograns;

(v) Parent |eadership devel opnent activities;

(vi) Parenting education activities;

(vii) Child care services;

(viii) Conmunity service opportunities;

(1x) Progranms that provide assistance to students who have been
truant, suspended, or expell ed;

(x) Job training and career counseling services;

(xi) Nutrition services;

(xii) Primary health and dental care;

(xi1i) Mental health prevention and treatnent services;

(xiv) Adult education, including instruction in English as a second
| anguage; and

(xv) OQther services as determ ned by the advisory board.

(e) "Surplus school” neans a facility that is determined to be
surplus to the needs of a district by the |Iocal school board.

(2) The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent
shal | :

(a) Establish a conpetitive process to solicit project proposals
t hat assi st eligible entities in acquiring, constructi ng,
rehabilitating, or inproving facilities, including surplus schools, to
be used for the delivery of nonresidential qualified services;

(b) Evaluate and rank applications in consultation wth an
i ndependent advi sory board using objective criteria,;

(c) Establish a tiered systemto determ ne the anount of natching
funds required from a grantee based on financial need, taking into
consi derati on:

(i) Comunity purpose; and

(1i) The ability of the applicant to obtain matching funds; and

(d) Establish a prioritized 1list of capital projects in
consultation with the advisory board and submt the list annually to
the governor and the legislature in the departnent's capital budget
request beginning with the 2009-2011 biennium The list nust include
a description of each project, the anobunt of recomrended state funding,
and docunentation of nonstate funds to be used for the project.
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(3) Nonstate matching funds nmay include cash, the value of real
property when acquired solely for the purpose of the project, and in-
ki nd contri butions.

(4) The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent
may not : (a) Require that state funds be the last to be spent on a
project; or (b) set a nonetary |limt to funding requests.

(5) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
shall not sign contracts or otherwi se financially obligate funds under

this section until the legislature has approved a specific |ist of
proj ects.

(6) In contracts for grants authorized wunder this act, the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent shall include

provisions that require that capital inprovenents nmust be held by the
grantee for a specified period of tine appropriate to the anount of the
grant and that facilities nust be used for the express purpose of the
grant. If the grantee is found to be out of conpliance with provisions
of the contract, the grantee shall repay to the state general fund the
princi pal amobunt of the grant plus interest calculated at the rate of
interest on state of Wshi ngton general obligation bonds issued nost
closely to the date of authorization of the grant.

(7) As part of the application process, applicants nust submt a
conprehensive plan that includes information on the foll ow ng:

(a) Alist of partner entities that will assist the lead eligible
entity to provide or coordinate qualified services;

(b) A menorandum of understandi ng between the lead eligible entity
and each partner entity describing the role each entity will assune;

(c) Plans for joint wutilization and maintenance of school and
community facilities by the lead eligible entity and its partner
entities, as well as liability considerations;

(d) The student, famly, and school comunity to be served,
including information about the nunber of students, famlies, and
comunity residents to be served, frequency of services, and
information related to the percent of |ocal elenentary students that
receive free and reduced-price neals in the target area;

(e) Existing qualified services available at each school to be
served and in the community invol ved;

(f) Qualified services to be provided or coordinated by the |ead
eligible entity and its partner entities; and
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(g) An exam nation of capital and operating funding sources that
applicants intend to apply to the project and qualified services at
each school to be served, whether such funding is derived fromgrants
under this act or fromother federal, state, local, or private sources.

(8) Project applicants nust also denonstrate that the proposed
project is ready to proceed, will nmake tinely use of the funds, and
requires state funding to acconplish a discrete, usable phase of the
proj ect .

(9 If state grant funds wunder this act are wused for the
acquisition of surplus school facilities, the sale proceeds nust be
used by the local school board disposing of such property for
renovation, replacenent, or new construction of school facilities in
the district.

Sec. 4. RCW 43.63A.135 and 2006 ¢ 371 s 234 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
must establish a conpetitive process to solicit proposals for and
prioritize projects whose primary objective is to assist nonprofit
youth organizations in acquiring, constructing, or rehabilitating
facilities used for the delivery of nonresidential services, excluding
outdoor athletic fields.

(2) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
nmust establish a conpetitive process to prioritize applications for the
assi stance as foll ows:

(a) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnment
must conduct a statewide solicitation of project applications from
| ocal governnents, nonprofit organizations, and other entities, as
determned by the departnent of comunity, trade, and econonic

devel opnent. The departnent of community, trade, and economc
devel opment nust eval uate and rank applications in consultation with a
citizen advisory commttee using objective criteria. Proj ects mnust

have a major recreational conponent, and nust have either an
educational or social service conponent. At a mninmum applicants nust
denonstrate that the requested assistance will increase the efficiency
or quality of the services it provides to youth. The evaluation and
ranki ng process nust also include an exam nation of existing assets
that applicants may apply to projects. Priority consideration nust be
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given to projects that include cooperative partnerships or joint use
agreenents for facilities shared with public school districts, early
learning providers, local governnents, postsecondary institutions,
tribal governnents, or other entities as determ ned by the departnent
of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent. G ant assistance under
this section may not exceed twenty-five percent of the total cost of
the project. The nonstate portion of the total project cost may
i ncl ude cash, the value of real property when acquired solely for the
pur pose of the project, and in-kind contributions.

(b) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
must submt a prioritized list of reconmended projects to the governor
and the legislature in the departnment of comunity, trade, and economc
devel opnment's biennial capital budget request beginning with the
((2065-200%)) 2009-2011 bienniumand thereafter. The |ist nust include
a description of each project, the anobunt of recomrended state funding,
and docunentation of nonstate funds to be used for the project. The
total anmount of recommended state funding for projects on a biennial
project list nust not exceed eight mllion dollars. The departnent of
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent may not sign contracts or
otherwise financially obligate funds under this section until the
| egi sl ature has approved a specific list of projects.

(c) In contracts for grants authorized under this section the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent nust incl ude
provisions that require that capital inprovenents be held by the
grantee for a specified period of tine appropriate to the anount of the
grant and that facilities be used for the express purpose of the grant.
If the grantee is found to be out of conpliance with provisions of the
contract, the grantee nust repay to the state general fund the
princi pal amobunt of the grant plus interest calculated at the rate of
interest on state of Wshington general obligation bonds issued nost
closely to the date of authorization of the grant.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A.525.050 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 303 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

All applications by school districts for state assistance in
provi di ng school plant facilities shall be nade to the superintendent
of public instruction. Studies and surveys shall be conducted by the
superintendent for the purpose of securing information relating to (1)
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the kind and extent of the school plant facilities required and the
urgency of need for such facilities in districts that seek state
assi stance, (2) the ability of such districts to provide capital outlay
funds by local effort, (3) the need for inprovenent of school
adm nistrative units and school attendance areas anmong or within such
districts, and (4) any other pertinent matters. Studi es and surveys
nust also include an inventory of school district facilities jointly
used, or that could potentially be used for other community purposes,
including detail on cooperative partnerships. School districts shal
submit a long-term conprehensive plan for comunity use of school
bui | di ngs. Recommendati ons respecting action on the applications shall
be submtted to the superintendent of public instruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 525
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall provide a ten
percent enhancenent to the area cost allowance for school districts
requesting state assistance under this chapter if the district can
certify and provide docunentation that they have a conprehensive plan
for cooperative partnerships that include the joint use of school
facilities for qualified services for the facility proposed for
assi stance. Docunentation nust include:

(a) Alist of other eligible entities that will assist the school
district to provide or coordinate qualified services;

(b) A menorandum of under st andi ng between the school district and
the other eligible entities describing the role each entity wll
assune;

(c) Plans for joint wutilization and nmaintenance of the school
facility by the school district and its other eligible entities, as
well as liability considerations;

(d) The student, famly, and school comrunity to be served,
including information about the nunber of students, famlies, and
comunity residents to be served, frequency of services, and
information related to the percent of |ocal elenentary students that
receive free and reduced-price neals in the target area;

(e) Qualified services to be provided or coordinated by the school
district and its other eligible entities; and
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(f) A description of capital and operating funding sources that the
school district intends to apply to the project and qualified services
at the school to be served, whether such funding is derived fromgrants
under this act or fromother federal, state, local, or private sources.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
develop rules for inplenentation of this section by Septenber 1, 2008.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the terns "eligible entity"”
and "qualified services" have the sanme neaning as defined in section
3(1) of this act.

~-- END ---
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