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HOUSE BI LL 3282

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representative Chase

AN ACT Relating to alternatives to petrochem cal -based plastic and
styrof oam and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the gl obal
production of plastic has significant environnental inpacts each year,
i ncluding the consunption of mllions of barrels of oil, and the deaths
of thousands of marine animals through ingestion and entangl enent.
Each year, mllions of plastic bottles and bags are put in landfills or
littered. Mst plastic does not biodegrade. Most plastic photogrades,
breaking into small bits of plastic. These small bits of plastic
contam nate soil and waterways and enter into the food web when ani mal s
accidentally ingest these materials. The degradation of styrofoamin
nature may take several hundred years. Styrofoamis rarely recycled
because it is usually not cost-effective. Wile conpostable plastics
are made from food crops such as corn, this has the potential to
reduce the global availability of food and increase prices. The
| egi sl ature recogni zes the state's need for conpostable plastics nade
from nonfood crops and biomass as an alternative to petrol eum based
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pl astic bags, petroleumbased plastic bottles, and petrol eum based
st yr of oam

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Washington State University is directed to
research and devel op nonf ood-based conpostabl e plastic that can be used
in place of petroleumbased plastic bags, petroleumbased plastic
bottl es, and petrol eum based styrofoam single-use food service
packagi ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Washington State University shall consult
wth representatives from the petrol eum based pl astic and
petrol eum based styrofoam i ndustries and ot her stakehol ders as deened
appropriate by the university.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Washington State University shall present
its research in a report to the governor and to the legislature by
Decenber 1, 2008. The report nust include an evaluation of all
al ternative nonfood-based conpostabl e plastic researched and devel oped.
In evaluating alternatives, the university must consider:

(1) The environnental inpacts caused by the cultivation and harvest
of the plant or plants that formthe biobase of the alternative;

(2) The environnental inpacts of manufacturing, use, conposting,
recycling and di sposal of the alternative;

(3) The effectiveness and performance of each alternative as a
repl acenent for petrol eum based plastic bags, petroleumbased plastic
bottl es, and petrol eum based styrof oam and

(4) The econom c inpacts of inplenenting each alternative option.

--- END ---
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