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HOUSE BI LL 1947

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Cody, Hinkle, Schual-Berke, Mrrell and O nsby

Read first tine 02/ 01/ 2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to pronoting chronic care managenent in nedica
assi stance progranms for full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries;
addi ng a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW creating a new section; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the blue

ri bbon conmmi ssion on health care costs and access has recomended t hat
Washi ngton state becone a |eader in prevention and managenent of

chronic illness. Their consensus recommendati on provides that state
heal t h purchasi ng agencies, including the nedical assistance program
w Il integrate proven chronic care managenent into all state prograns.

The state further finds that full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries,
who are eligible for both the federal nedicare program and nedica
assi stance benefits, are anong the nost chronically ill nedical
assi stance clients.

(2) The legislature intends to take an opportunity to realize the
bl ue ri bbon comm ssion's recommendati on by directing the departnent of
social and health services to continue to support the enrollnent of
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sonme full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries in the managed health
care plan of their choice, in coordination with the federal nedicare
program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall pay the premuns associated wth
enrollment in a nedicare advantage plan for those full benefit dua
eligible beneficiaries who were enrolled on Novenber 1, 2006, in a
nmedi care advantage plan sponsored by an entity accredited by the
national commttee for quality assurance and for whom the departnent
had been payi ng the nedi care advantage plan prem um as of that date.

(2) The departnent shall wundertake, directly or by contract, a
study to determne the cost-effectiveness of paying premuns for
enrollment of full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries in nedicare
advantage plans in lieu of paying full benefit dual eligible
beneficiaries' nedicare cost-sharing. The study shall conpare the cost
and health outcones experience for three groups of full benefit dua
el igible beneficiaries:

(a) A group of full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries who have
been continuously enrolled in a nedicare advantage plan sponsored by an
entity accredited by the national commttee for quality assurance for
at |l east the past three years;

(b) A group of full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries who have
been enrolled in a nedicare special needs plan for a mninmm of six
nont hs; and

(c) Agroup of full benefit dual eligible beneficiaries who receive
their medicare services through the nedicare fee for service system

The departnent shall attenpt to have consistency across the three
groups with respect to the health status of the full benefit dua
el igible beneficiaries being conpared. The study shall conpare the
health status and utilization of health and |ong-termcare services for
the three groups, and the inpact of access to a nedical home and
specialty care, over a period of two years to determ ne any differences
in health status, health outconmes, and state expenditures that result.

The departnment shall submt the results of the study to the
governor and the legislature on or before Decenber 1, 2009.
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(3) For purposes of this section, "full benefit dual eligible
beneficiary" neans an individual who, for any nonth: (a) Has coverage
for the nmonth under a nedicare prescription drug plan or nedicare
advantage plan with part D coverage; and (b) is determi ned eligible by
the state for full nmedicaid benefits for the nonth wunder any
eligibility category in the state's nedicaid plan or a section 1115
denonstrati on waiver that provides pharmacy benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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