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HOUSE BI LL 1492

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Sinpson, Canpbell, Kirby, VanDeWege, WIIians,
Chase, Wod and Sant os

Read first time 01/22/2007. Referred to Committee on |nsurance,
Fi nanci al Service & Consuner Protection.

AN ACT Relating to arbitration under certain insurance policies;
and anendi ng RCW 48. 22. 085.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW48.22.085 and 2003 ¢ 115 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No new autonobile liability insurance policy or renewal of such
an existing policy may be issued unless personal injury protection
coverage is offered as an optional coverage.

(2) A naned insured may reject, in witing, personal injury
protection coverage and the requirenents of subsection (1) of this
section shall not apply. If a naned insured rejects personal injury
protection coverage:

(a) That rejection is valid and binding as to all l|evels of

coverage and on all persons who m ght have ot herw se been insured under
such coverage; and

(b) The insurer is not required to include personal injury
protection coverage in any supplenental, renewal, or replacenent policy
unl ess a naned i nsured subsequently requests such coverage in witing.
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(3) All autonpbile liability insurance policies sold in this state
that contain personal injury protection coverage benefits shall contain
bi nding arbitration clauses to resolve disputes between the insured and
the insurer regarding the anount of nedical and hospital expenses,
funeral expenses, incone continuation, and |l oss of services sustained
by an insured because of bodily injury caused by an autonobile
acci dent.

When a dispute regarding the anbunt of personal injury protection
coverage benefits arises, arbitration may be requested by either the
i nsurer or insured. In any event, a request for arbitration nust be

made in witing and the parties shall select an arbitrator to hear the

di spute within thirty days of a witten request. The failure to agree

on an arbitrator within the required tine is resolved under RCW

7. 04A.110. VWhen arbitration results in additional benefits to the

insured, the costs of the arbitrator shall be paid by the insurer,

along with the reasonable attorneys' fees and actual litigation costs

i ncl udi ng expert witness fees, incurred in establishing the insured's

claimto additional benefits.

~-- END ---
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