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H 1537.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1266

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Conway, Fr omhol d, B. Sul I'i van, Kenney, Eri cks,
Si npson and Moel l er; by request of Select Commttee on Pension Policy
and LECFF Plan 2 Retirenent Board)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 01/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to death benefits for public enployees; and
anendi ng RCW 41.04.017, 41.26.048, 41.32.053, 41.35.115, 41.37.110,
41. 40. 0931, 41.40.0932, and 43. 43. 285.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW41.04.017 and 2003 c 402 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid as
a sundry claimto the estate of an enployee of any state agency, the
common school system of the state, or institution of higher education
who dies as a result of (1) injuries sustained in the course of
enploynment; or (2) an occupational disease or infection that arises
naturally and proximately out of enploynent covered under this chapter,
and is not otherw se provided a death benefit through coverage under
their enrolled retirenment systemunder chapter 402, Laws of 2003. The
determ nation of eligibility for the benefit shall be made consi stent
with Title 51 RCW by the departnent of |abor and industries. The
departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the director of the
departnment of general adm nistration by order under RCW51.52. 050.
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Sec. 2. RCWA41.26.048 and 2006 ¢ 351 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid
to the nenber's estate, or such person or persons, trust or
organi zation as the nmenber shall have nom nated by witten designation
duly executed and filed with the departnent. If there be no such
desi gnat ed person or persons still living at the tinme of the nenber's
death, such nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the nmenber's
surviving spouse as if in fact such spouse had been nom nated by
written designation, or if there be no such surviving spouse, then to
such nenber's | egal representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only when death
occurs: (a) As a result of injuries sustained in the course of
enpl oynent; or (b) ((te—a—renber—oef—plan—2)) as a result of an
occupational disease or infection that arises naturally and proxi mately
out of enploynent covered under this chapter. The determ nation of
eligibility for the benefit shall be made consistent with Title 51 RCW
by the departnment of |abor and industries. The departnment of |abor and
i ndustries shall notify the departnent of retirenment systenms by order
under RCW 51. 52. 050.

Sec. 3. RCW41.32.053 and 2003 ¢ 402 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid
to the nenber's estate, or such person or persons, trust or
organi zation as the nmenber has nomnated by witten designation duly
executed and filed with the departnment. If no such designated person
or persons are still living at the time of the nenber's death, the
menber's death benefit shall be paid to the nenber's surviving spouse
as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated by witten designation, or
if there is no surviving spouse, then to the nenber's |egal
representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (&a) injuries sustained in the course of
enploynment; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
naturally and proxinmately out of enploynent covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
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consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW51.52. 050.

Sec. 4. RCW41.35.115 and 2003 ¢ 402 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid
to the nenber's estate, or such person or persons, trust or
organi zation as the nmenber has nomnated by witten designation duly
executed and filed with the departnment. If no such designated person
or persons are still living at the time of the nenber's death, the
menber's death benefit shall be paid to the nenber's surviving spouse
as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated by witten designation, or
if there is no surviving spouse, then to the nenber's |egal
representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (&a) injuries sustained in the course of
enploynment; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
naturally and proxinmately out of enploynent covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW51.52. 050.

Sec. 5. RCW41.37.110 and 2004 c 242 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid
to the nenber's estate, or the person or persons, trust, or
organi zation the nenber has nomnated by witten designation duly
executed and filed with the departnent. I f the designated person or
persons are not still living at the tinme of the nenber's death, the
menber's death benefit shall be paid to the nenber's surviving spouse
as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated by witten designation, or
if there is no surviving spouse, then to the nenber's |egal
representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (&a) injuries sustained in the course of
enploynment; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
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naturally and proximately out of enploynent covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnment of | abor and industries.
The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW51.52. 050.

Sec. 6. RCW41.40.0931 and 1998 ¢ 157 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit for nenbers
who had the opportunity to transfer to the |aw enforcenent officers’
and fire fighters' retirenment system pursuant to chapter 502, Laws of
1993, but elected to remain in the public enployees' retirenent system
shall be paid to the nenber's estate, or such person or persons, trust,
or organi zation as the nenber has nom nated by witten designation duly
executed and filed with the departnent. If there is no designated
person or persons still living at the time of the nenber's death, the
menber's death benefit shall be paid to the nenber's surviving spouse
as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated by witten designation, or
if there is no surviving spouse, then to the nenber's |egal
representatives.

(2) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, the benefit under
this section shall be paid only where death occurs as a result of (a)
injuries sustained in the course of enploynent as a general authority
police officer; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
naturally and proxinmately out of enploynent covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnment of | abor and industries.
The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW51.52. 050.

(3) The benefit under this section shall not be paid in the event
the nmenber was in the act of commtting a felony when the fatal
injuries were suffered.

Sec. 7. RCW41.40.0932 and 2003 ¢ 402 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid
to the nenber's estate, or such person or persons, trust or
organi zation as the nmenber has nomnated by witten designation duly
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executed and filed with the departnment. If no such designated person
or persons are still living at the time of the nenber's death, the
menber's death benefit shall be paid to the nenber's surviving spouse
as if in fact the spouse had been nom nated by witten designation, or
if there is no surviving spouse, then to the nenber's |egal
representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (&) injuries sustained in the course of
enploynment; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
naturally and proxinmately out of enploynent covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnent of | abor and industries.
The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW51.52. 050.

Sec. 8. RCWA43.43.285 and 1996 c 226 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A one hundred fifty thousand dollar death benefit shall be paid
to the nenber's estate, or such person or persons, trust or
organi zati on as the nenber shall have nom nated by witten designation
duly executed and filed with the departnent. If there be no such
desi gnat ed person or persons still living at the time of the nenber's
death, such nenber's death benefit shall be paid to the nmenber's
surviving spouse as if in fact such spouse had been nom nated by
written designation, or if there be no such surviving spouse, then to
such nenber's | egal representatives.

(2) The benefit under this section shall be paid only where death
occurs as a result of (&) injuries sustained in the course of
enploynment; or (b) an occupational disease or infection that arises
naturally and proxinmately out of enploynent covered under this chapter.
The determnation of eligibility for the benefit shall be nmade
consistent with Title 51 RCWby the departnment of | abor and industries.
The departnment of |abor and industries shall notify the departnent of
retirement systens by order under RCW 51.52. 050.

~-- END ---
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