VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5513
May 9, 2005

To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enmen:

| am returning, w thout ny approval as to Section 14, Engrossed
Senate Bill No. 5513 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to restructuring of certain transportation
agenci es; "

The Legislature has created, through this bill, the Joint
Transportation Conmttee to conduct a unilateral study of the
appropriate functions of the Departnent of Transportation
(Departnent) and the Transportati on Comm ssion (Comm ssion). Now
that the Departnent is a cabinet |evel agency, it is critical that
t he executi ve branch exercise its responsibility for review ng the
powers, functions, roles and duties of the Departnent and the
Conmi ssi on.

The Legi sl ature passed several bills this session that redefinethe
rol es of the Departnent and t he Commi ssion, and the rel ati onshi p of
t hose agencies to the Legislature. | amdirecting ny staff to work
with the Departnment and the Comm ssion to exam ne the statutory
roles and duties of the agencies, including transportation
i nnovative partnerships, and report back to me wth any
reconmendati ons for change. | invite the chairs and ranking
menbers of the House and Senate Transportation Conmittees and the
Joint Transportation Conmttee tojointhe executive branchinthis
analysis with the hope that a joint recommendati on can be subnmitted
for consideration during the 2006 |egislative session.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 14 of Engrossed Senate
Bill No. 5513.

Wth the exception of Section 14, Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5513 is
approved.

Respectful ly subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



