VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5064-S

May 4, 2005

To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 3, Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5064 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to electronic nedical records and health
i nformation technol ogi es; "

This bill creates the Washi ngton Heal th I nformati on Advi sory Board
(WHI AB), and encour ages the use of health i nformati on technol ogy to
support high quality, cost-effective health care. Section 3 of the

bill directs all agencies under the control of the Governor,
i ncl udi ng those not involved in health related issues, to render
full assistance to the WH AB, giving rise to an issue of
gover nance.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Section 3 Substitute Senate Bil
No. 5064.

| direct the Health Care Authority and VWH AB, however, to assess
exi sting information technol ogy systens of health care providers,

state agencies, and third-party payers; identify current nationa

trends in the devel opnment of information technology systens &
standards; determne the feasibility of integrating and connecting
exi sting systens; and identify available governnent or private
grants for the study of or inplenentation of health information
systens. The Health Care Authority may still enter into
appropriate contracts and coordi nate wi th agenci es under existing
st at ut es.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5064.

Wth the exception of Section 3, Substitute Senate Bill No. 5064 is
approved.

Respectful ly subm tted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



