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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2867

Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Kenney, Haler, Gant, Hankins, Cox, Sells, Roberts,
Fromhol d, Arnstrong, Wl sh, Skinner and Newhouse)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to expanding access to baccalaureate degree
prograns at Washington State University Tri-Cities; and anending RCW
28B. 45. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B.45.030 and 2005 ¢ 258 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Washington State University is responsible for providing
baccal aureate and graduate |evel higher education prograns to the
citizens of the Tri-Cities area, under rules or guidelines adopted by
the higher education coordinating board and in accordance wth
proportionality agreenents enphasizing access for transfer students
devel oped with the state board for conmmunity and technical coll eges.
Washi ngton State University shall neet that responsibility through the
operation of a branch canpus in the Tri-Cties area. The branch canpus
shall replace and supersede the Tri-Cties university center. Al
land, facilities, equipnment, and personnel of the Tri-Gties university
center shall be transferred from the University of W shington to
Washi ngton State University.

p. 1 SHB 2867. SL
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(2) In 2005, the legislature authorized the expansion on a limted
basis of Washington State University's branch canpus in the Tri-Cities
ar ea. The legislature authorized the Tri-Cties branch canpus to
continue providing innovative coadni ssion and coenroll nent options with
Col unbia Basin College, and to expand its upper-division capacity for
transfer students and graduate capacity and prograns. The branch
canpus was given authority beginning in fall 2006 to offer |ower-
division courses linked to specific majors in fields not addressed at
the local community colleges. The canpus was also authorized to
directly admt freshnen and sophonores for a bachelor's degree program
in biotechnology subject to approval by the higher education
coordinating board. The legislature finds that the Tri-GCties
community is very engaged in and conmtted to exploring the further
expansi on of Washington State University Tri-GCties branch canpus into
a four-year institution and considers this issue to be a top priority
for the larger Tri-Cities region.

(3) Washington State University Tri-Cties shall continue providing
i nnovative coadm ssion and coenrollnment options wth Colunbia Basin
Col | ege, and expand its upper division capacity for transfer students
and graduate capacity and prograns. The canmpus shall also seek
additional opportunities to collaborate wth the Pacific Northwest
national | aboratory. Beginning in the fall of 2006, the canpus may
offer lower division courses linked to specific myjors in fields not
addressed at local community coll eges. The canpus may admt | ower
di vi sion students through coadm ssion or coenroll nent agreenents with
a community college, or through direct transfer for students who have
accunul at ed approxi nately one year of transferable college credits. In
addition to offering |l ower division courses linked to specific mjors
as addressed above, the canpus may also directly admt freshnmen and
sophonores for a bachelor's degree programin biotechnol ogy subject to

approval by the higher education coordinating board. ((Fhe—ecarpus—ray

=)
(4) The Washington State University Tri-Cities branch canpus shal

develop a plan for expanding into a four-year institution and shal
identify new degree prograns and course offerings focused on areas of
specific need in higher education that exi st in southeastern

SHB 2867. SL p. 2
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Washi ngton. The branch canpus's plan should exam ne the resources and
talent available in the Tri-Cities area, including but not limted to
resources and talent available at the Pacific Northwest national
| aboratory, and how these resources and talent may best be used by the
Tri-Cities branch canpus to expand into a four-year institution. The
branch canpus shall submt its plan to the |egislature and the higher
education coordinating board by Novenber 30, 2006.

(5) Beginning in the fall of 2007, the WAshington State University
Tri-Cities branch canpus may begin, subject to approval by the higher
education coordinating board, admtting lower-division students
directly into prograns beyond the biotechnology field that are
identified in its plan as being in high need in southeastern
Washi ngt on. Such fields may include but need not be limted to
science, engineering and technol ogy, bionedical sciences, alternative
energy, and conputational and information sciences. By gradually and
deliberately admtting freshnen and sophonores in accordance with its
pl an, increasing transfer enrollnent, and coadmtting transfer
students, the canpus shall develop into a four-year institution serving
t he sout heastern Washi ngton region.

Passed by the House February 9, 2006.

Passed by the Senate March 3, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 22, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 22, 2006.
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