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SENATE BI LL 6735

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Schmdt, Pridenore, Delvin, Rockefeller, Eide,
Kohl - Wl | es and Esser

Read first tine 01/19/2006. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to studying environnmental education; and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The office of superintendent of public
instruction shall conduct an environnental education study in
partnership with public and private entities invested in strategies to
reach every student, famly, and community with quality environnental
educati on experiences. The study shall provide enpirical evidence,
exenpl ary nodel s, and recommendati ons focused on:

(a) Career devel opnent;

(b) Good citizenship as proven through service |earning;

(c) Gaduation requirenents, specifically addressing senior
cul m nating projects;

(d) Underserved youth and denographi c groups; and

(e) Model s of professional devel opnent for community-based service
organi zations including state and | ocal agenci es.

(2) The study in this section shall provide findings and
recommendati ons useful to the Washington state conprehensive
envi ronnent al education plan, a conprehensive public-private endeavor
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to develop local and statew de strategies to ensure quality outdoor
envi ronment al education opportunities for every student, famly, and
community in WAshi ngt on

(3) By studying the concepts in this section, the study shal
eval uate how environnmental education benefits Wshington's students,

famlies, and communities. Qut door environnental education provides
rel evant quality education set in real world contexts of the built,
natural, cultural, social, and econom c environnents. It provides

opportunities for direct natural experiences to help Washington's youth
devel op sel f-esteem and personal responsibility. Washington benefits
from exenplary environnmental education prograns and public-private
environmental education partnerships across the state including

out door, agriculture, forestry, angling and hunting, cul tural
conpetency, natural resource, natural science, and wldlife education
pr ogr ans. The study wll be useful in identifying outdoor

environmental education opportunities for Washington's students,
famlies, and communities.

(4) The office of superintendent of public instruction shal
provide an interimupdate to the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2006, and
shall conplete the study no later than Cctober 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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