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H 3893. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2773

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives N xon and Ericks

Read first time 01/12/2006. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to promnently marked, publicly owned vehicles; and
amendi ng RCW 46. 08. 065 and 46. 08. 066.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.08.065 and 1998 ¢ 111 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for any public officer having charge of any
vehicle owned or controlled by the state of Washington or any agency
thereof, any county, city, town, or public body in this state ((ether
than—thestate—of WWashingtoen)), and used in public business to operate
t he sane upon the public highways of this state, unless and until there
shall be displayed upon such autonpbile or other notor vehicle in
letters of contrasting color not | ess than one and one-quarter inches
in height in a conspicuous place on the right and | eft sides thereof,
the nane of such state agency, county, city, town, or other public
body, together with the name of the departnent or office upon the
busi ness of which the said vehicle is used. This section shall not
apply to vehicles of a sheriff's office, |ocal police departnent, or
any vehicles used by the Washington state patrol or by |ocal peace
of ficers under public authority for special undercover or confidential
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a—school—di-str-et—for—driver—traini-ng—purpoeses—)) It shall be | awful

and constitute conpliance with the provisions of this section((+
however+)) for the governing body of the appropriate state agency,

county, city, town, or public body ((etherthanthe stateof Vashingten
er—+ts—agenetes)) to adopt and use a distinctive insignia which shal

be not less than six inches in dianeter across its smallest dinension
and which shall be displayed conspicuously on the right and left sides
of the vehicle. Such insignia shall be in a color or «colors
contrasting with the vehicle to which applied for maxinmumvisibility.
The nane of the public body owning or operating the vehicle shall also
be included as part of or displayed above such approved insignia in
colors contrasting with the vehicle in letters not |ess than one and
one-quarter inches in height. | medi ately below the Ilettering
identifying the public entity and agency operating the vehicle or bel ow
an approved insignia shall appear the words "for official use only" in
letters at | east one inch high in a color contrasting with the col or of
t he vehicle. ( ( Fhe—appropriate—govern-ng—hody—may—provide—by—rule—o

(2)  (({BExcept—as—provided—by—subsections—(3r—and—(4—ol—this

seet+oen)) Passenger notor vehicles owned or controlled by the state of
Washi ngt on( (—and—purchased—after—July—3,—-1989-)) nust be plainly and
conspi cuously marked on the |lower |eft-hand corner of the rear w ndow
with the nanme of the operating agency or institution or the words
"state notor pool," as appropriate, the words "state of Washington --
for official use only," and the seal of the state of Washington or the
appropriate agency or institution insignia, approved by the departnent
of general admnistration. Mrkings nust be on a transparent adhesive
mat erial and conformto the standards established by the departnent of
general adm nistration. For the purposes of this section, "passenger
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not or vehicl es" neans sedans, station wagons, vans, light trucks, or
ot her notor vehicles under ten thousand pounds gross vehicle weight.

Washingten—state—patrol—)) The departnent of general admnistration

shall adopt general rules permtting other exceptions to the
requi renents of subsection (2) of this section for other vehicles used
for special undercover or confidential investigative |aw enforcenent
pur poses, confidential public health work, and public assistance fraud

or support investigative purposes, ((fer—vehielesteasedorrentedby
I | basic f od of | I . I )
and those provided for in RCW 46.08. 066(3). The exceptions in this
subsection, subsection (4) of this section, and those provided for in
RCW 46.08.066(3) shall be the only exceptions permtted to the
requi renents of subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Any notorcycle, vehicle over 10,000 pounds gross vehicle
wei ght, or other vehicle that for structural reasons cannot be marked
as required by subsection (1) or (2) of this section that is owned or
controlled by the state of Washington or by any county, city, town, or
other public body in this state and used for public purposes on the
public highways of this state shall be conspicuously marked in letters
of a contrasting color with the words "State of WAshi ngton" or the nane
of such county, city, town, or other public body, together wth the
name of the departnment or office that owns or controls the vehicle.

(5) Al notor vehicle markings required under the terns of this
chapter shall be maintained in a legible condition at all tines.

Sec. 2. RCW46.08.066 and 1986 c 158 s 20 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, the
departnent of licensing is authorized to issue confidential notor
vehicle license plates to units of |ocal governnent and to agencies of
the federal governnent for special undercover or confidentia
i nvestigative | aw enforcenent purposes only.
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(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this section_
the use of confidential plates on vehicles owned or operated by the
state of Washington by any officer or enployee thereof, shall be
limted to confidential, investigative, or undercover work of state | aw
enf orcenent agencies, confidential public health work, and confidenti al
public assistance fraud or support investigations.

ofHetal—business—)) \When necessary for the personal security of any
((ether)) state official, public officer, or public enployee, the chief

of the Washington state patrol may recommend that the director issue
confidential plates for use on an unnmarked publicly owned or controlled
vehicle of the appropriate governnmental wunit for the conduct of
of ficial business for the period of tine that the personal security of
such state official, public officer, or other public enployee nay
require. The office of the state treasurer may use an unmarked state
owned or controlled vehicle with confidential plates where required for
the safe transportation of either state funds or negotiable securities
to or fromthe office of the state treasurer

(4) The director of licensing may issue rules and regul ations
governing applications for, and the use of, such plates by |aw
enforcenent and ot her public agencies.

--- END ---
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