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H 2379.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1637

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Local Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Upthegrove, Dickerson, Moeller, Dunshee, MCoy, B
Sul livan, Chase, WIllians, Sells, Sinpson, Lantz, Hunt, O Brien and
Kagi )

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to priority consideration of voluntary buffers in
open space plans, public benefit rating systens, and assessed val uati on
schedul es; and anendi ng RCW 84. 34. 055.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84.34.055 and 1994 c 264 s 76 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) The county legislative authority may direct the county
pl anni ng conm ssion to set open space priorities and adopt, after a
public hearing, an open space plan and public benefit rating systemfor

the county. The plan shall consist of <criteria for determning
eligibility of lands, the process for establishing a public benefit
rating system and an assessed valuation schedule. The assessed

val uati on schedul e shall be devel oped by the county assessor and shal

be a percentage of market value based upon the public benefit rating
system The open space plan, the public benefit rating system and the
assessed val uations schedul e shall not be effective until approved by
the county legislative authority after at |east one public hearing:
PROVI DED, That any county which has conplied with the procedural
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requi sites of chapter 393, Laws of 1985, prior to July 28, 1985, need
not repeat those procedures in order to adopt an open space plan
pursuant to chapter 393, Laws of 1985.

(b) County leqgislative authorities, in open space plans, public
benefit rating systens, and assessed valuation schedules, shall give
priority consideration to |lands used for buffers that:

(i) Are not required by law, or

(ii) Are planted with or primarily contain native vegetation.

(c) "Priority consideration" as used in this section may include,
but is not limted to, establishing classification eligibility and
nmai ntenance criteria for buffers neeting the requirenents of (b)(i) and

(ii) of this subsection.

(d) County legislative authorities shall neet the requirenents of
(b)(i) and (ii) of this subsection no later than July 1, 2006, unless
buffers already receive priority consideration in the existing open
space plans, public benefit rating systens, and assessed valuation
schedul es.

(2) In adopting an open space plan, recognized sources shall be
used unless the county does its own survey of inportant open space
priorities or features, or both. Recogni zed sources include but are
not limted to the natural heritage data base; the state office of
hi storic preservation; the interagency conmttee for outdoor recreation
inventory of dry accretion beach and shoreline features; state,
national, county, or city registers of historic places; the shoreline
mast er progran or studies by the parks and recreation comm ssion and
by the departnents of fish and wldlife and natural resources.
Features and sites may be verified by an outside expert in the field
and approved by the appropriate state or |ocal agency to be sent to the
county legislative authority for final approval as open space.

(3) Wien the county open space plan is adopted, owners of open
space |l ands then classified under this chapter shall be notified in the
sane manner as is provided in RCW 84.40.045 of their new assessed
val ue. These | ands may be renoved fromcl assification, upon request of
owner, w thout penalty within thirty days of notification of val ue.

(4) The open space plan and public benefit rating systemunder this
section may be adopted for taxes payable in 1986 and thereafter.
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