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6366-S. E AMH HC H5386. 1

ESSB 6366 - H COWM AMD
By Commttee on Health Care

NOT CONSI DERED 03/ 03/ 2006

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that certain threats
to public health do not respect the jurisdictional boundaries of I|ocal
public health districts and departnents. Such threats require an
efficient, well-coordinated response by local health jurisdictions in
order to protect the health of local residents as well as the health of
al | Washi ngtoni ans. These threats place demands on public health to be
nmore vigilant than ever and to respond quickly and decisively. Rapid
responses of substantial magnitude are no | onger a goal for the future,
but a necessity for preserving the health of society.

For over a decade, the public health inprovenent plan process has
brought state and |ocal health jurisdictions together to achieve a
partnershi p that has produced standards of quality and best practices
that are a national nodel. The standards devel oped by the public
health inprovenent partnership have focused largely on fornal
docunentation of admnistrative processes by state and local health
jurisdictions. This is the necessary first step to nmeasuring the
performance of public health, but is not yet sufficient for neasuring
the outcomes of these inprovenents in public health operations.
Performance neasures are needed immedi ately to ascertain the extent to
which the residents of the state of Washi ngton have a consistent and
adequate |evel of protection from conmuni cable diseases including a
pandem ¢ di sease out br eak.

The | egi sl ature recogni zes the magni tude of the demands placed on
public health in today's society and the strides that it has nade
toward holding itself accountable for the way in which it perforns.
The | egislature finds that enhanced funding and enhanced perfornance
measures are imediately necessary in order for public health to
performat levels that will protect all of the residents of Wshi ngton.

Oficial Print - 1



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Department” neans the departnment of health.

(2) "Local health jurisdiction" neans a | ocal health departnent as
established under chapter 70.05 RCW a conbined city-county health
departnent as established under chapter 70.08 RCW or a health district
est abl i shed under chapter 70.05 or 70.46 RCW

(3) "Performance neasure" neans a standard that establishes a
benchmar k agai nst which a |ocal health jurisdiction's performance can
be neasured that is as closely associated with a desired outcone as
possi bl e.

(4) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The secretary shall:

(1) By June 15, 2006, establish a tenplate, consistent wth
requi rements and performance standards established by the United States
departnent of health and human services, to define preparedness
activities that should be wundertaken prior to a pandem c disease
out break or other conmuni cabl e di sease out break; descri be the response,

coordi nation, and decision-nmaking structure anong all Ilocal public
heal th, health care, and response organi zations; and define the roles
and responsibilities of all local public health, health care, and

response organi zations during all phases of a pandem c di sease out break
or ot her communi cabl e di sease outbreak. The tenplate shall be used by
each local health jurisdiction to assess their capacity to respond to
a pandem c di sease out break or ot her conmuni cabl e di sease out break t hat
poses a significant risk of a statew de health hazard. The tenpl ate
must include explicit criteria and performance or outcone neasures
related to the activities identified in section 5 of this act, and
reflect the relative priorities anong the activities for purposes of
| ocal health jurisdiction planning and inplenmentation efforts. The
performance neasures included in the tenplate nust provide a neans to
assess operations of the departnent and each |l ocal health jurisdiction
with respect to providing an adequate and consi stent |evel of statew de
protection for the residents of the state in the event of a pandemc
di sease out break or other conmuni cabl e di sease out break. In devel oping
these neasures, the secretary shall consider perfornmance neasures
devel oped by governnent agencies and private organizations. The
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secretary shall attenpt to develop these performance neasures in
categories consistent wth the process standards applicable to
protection from comuni cabl e di sease as identified in the public health
i nprovenent plan under RCW 43. 70.520 and 43.70.580, to the extent that
t hese neasures are consistent with federal standards defined by the
United States departnent of health and human services;

(2) Develop a process for assessing the conpliance of the
departnment and each local health jurisdiction with the perfornmance
measures devel oped under subsection (1) of this section at |east
bi annual | y;

(3) Develop a process for distributing the funds provided in
section 8(2) of this act on or before July 1, 2006, to local health
jurisdictions for devel opnent of their pandemc flu and conmunicabl e
di sease out break preparedness and response plans, based upon a formul a
devel oped by the secretary;

(4) Develop a process for approving or rejecting pandemc flu and
comruni cabl e di sease out break preparedness and response plans devel oped
by | ocal health jurisdictions under section 5 of this act by Novenber
30, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Each |1ocal health jurisdiction nust
substantially conply with the perfornmance neasures established under
section 3 of this act by July 1, 2007, and nmaintain such substantia
conpl i ance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. By Decenber 1, 2006, each jurisdiction shal
submt a pandem c flu and comuni cabl e di sease outbreak preparedness
and response plan in consultation with appropriate public and private
sector partners, including departnents of energency managenent, |aw
enforcenent, school districts, hospitals and nedical professionals,
tribal governnents, and busi ness organi zations. The plan shall include
the specific activities that it will undertake to neet the standards
included in the tenpl ate devel oped by the secretary under section 3 of
this act by June 30, 2007, and a detailed explanation of the
expenditures needed to inplenent the plan. At a mninmm each plan
shal | address:

(D Public education and «citizen preparedness, i ncl udi ng
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i nprovenents in the ability of the public to enploy universa
i nfectious disease prevention practices, nmaintain enmergency supplies,
and respond to a community public health enmergency;

(2)(a) D sease surveillance, investigation, and rapid response,
including health care provider conpliance with reportable conditions
requirenents;

(b) Investigation and analysis of reported illness or outbreaks;
and

(c) Disease control response;

(3) Communications systens, including inproving effectiveness of
communi cat i on, the availability of speci alized communications
equi pnent, and access by health officials and community | eaders to nass
medi a outl ets;

(4) Medical system nobilization, including inproving the |inkages
and coordination of energency responses across health care
organi zations, «contracts wth comunity facilities to serve as
energency alternative sites during an energency, availability of
trained personnel, conducting practice drills and access to nedica
supplies and equipnent, plans and protocols to rapidly admnister
vaccine to large populations and nonitor vaccine effectiveness and
safety, and guidelines for the appropriate use of nedications to treat
and prevent influenza or other comuni cabl e di seases;

(5) Comunity-level disease containnent capability including
i ncreasing adherence to public health advisories, voluntary social
i solation during disease outbreaks, and health officer orders rel ated
t o quaranti nes;

(6) Maintenance of social order and essential public services,
i ncluding inmproving |inkages with the | ocal energency incident command
structure and mai ntenance of essential service and the devel opnent of
the | egal docunments necessary to facilitate and support the necessary
gover nnent response.

Upon approval of a local health jurisdiction's pandemc flu and
communi cabl e di sease outbreak preparedness and response plan by the
secretary, the secretary shall distribute funds provided in section
8(3) of this act for inplenentation of the plan, based upon a fornula
devel oped by the secretary.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The departnent shall provide inplenentation
support and assistance to a local health jurisdiction when the
secretary or the local health jurisdiction has significant concerns
regarding a jurisdiction's progress toward inplenenting its plan.
Nothing in this section is intended to limt the authority of the
secretary to act under RCW 43.70.130(4).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) The sum of three hundred thousand
dollars is appropriated for fiscal year 2007, fromthe general fund to
the departnent of health for activities by the departnent necessary to
i npl enent this act.

(2) The sumof one mlIlion dollars is appropriated for the fiscal
year 2007, from the general fund to the departnment of health for
distribution to | ocal health jurisdictions for devel opnent of pandenic
flu and comuni cabl e di sease out break preparedness and response pl ans
approved by the departnent as provided in section 5 of this act.

(3) The sumof four mllion dollars is appropriated for the fiscal
year 2007, from the general fund to the departnment of health for
distribution to local health jurisdictions for inplenmentation of
spendi ng pl ans approved by the departnent under section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi ately."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Requires the Departnment of Health to create a tenplate by
June 15, 2006, that includes requirenents and perfornmance standards for
|l ocal health jurisdictions to use as the basis for assessing their
capacity to respond to a pandemc disease outbreak or other
communi cabl e di sease out break. Requires the tenplate to include
performance and outcone neasures for the local pandemc flu and
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communi cabl e disease outbreak preparedness and response plans.
Requires local health jurisdictions to be in conpliance with the
Departnent's performance neasures by July 1, 2007. Requires the
Departnent to develop a process for assessing conpliance wth
per f or mance measur es.

Requires local health jurisdictions to submt pandemic flu and
communi cabl e disease outbreak preparedness and response plans by
Decenber 1, 2006. The preparedness and response plans nust include an
expl anation of expenditures needed to inplenent the plan.

Requires the Departnent to devel op a process for distributing funds
to local health jurisdictions for devel opi ng preparedness and response
pl ans by July 1, 2006.

Appropriates $300,000 to the Departnent for its activities.

Appropriates $1,000,000 to the Departnment to distribute to |oca
health jurisdictions for devel oping preparedness and response plans.
Appropriates $4,000,000 to the Departnent to inplenent the spending
pl ans contained in the preparedness and response pl ans.

Adds an energency cl ause.

~-- END ---
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