5168-S
Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Children & Family Services &
Corrections (originally sponsored by Senator Hargrove)

Brief Description: Authorizing reduction of interest on legal
financial obligations.

SB 5168-S - DIGEST
(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that the court may, on motion by the offender,
following the offender’s release from total confinement, reduce or
waive the interest on legal financial obligations levied as a
result of a criminal conviction. The court may reduce or waive the
interest only as an incentive for the offender to meet his or her
legal financial obligations.

Provides that the court may not waive the interest on the
restitution portion of the legal financial obligation and may only
reduce the interest on the restitution portion of the legal
financial obligation if the principal of the restitution has been
paid in full.

Requires the offender to show that he or she has personally
made a good faith effort to pay, that the interest accrual is
causing a significant hardship, and that he or she will be unable
to pay the principal and interest in full and that reduction or
waiver of the interest will likely enable the offender to pay the
full principal and any remaining interest thereon.

Declares that, for purposes of this act, "good faith effort"
means that the offender has either: (1) Paid the principal amount
in full; or

(2) Made twenty-four consecutive monthly payments, excluding
any payments mandatorily deducted by the department of corrections,
on his or her legal financial obligations under his or her payment
agreement with the court. The court may grant the motion,
establish a payment schedule, and retain jurisdiction over the
offender for purposes of reviewing and revising the reduction or
waiver of interest.

Applies to persons convicted as adults or in juvenile court.

Provides that when an offender who is subject to requirements
of the sentence in addition to the payment of legal financial
obligations either is not subject to supervision by the department
or does not complete the requirements while under supervision of
the department, it is the offender’s responsibility to provide the
court with verification of the completion of the sentence
conditions other than the payment of legal financial obligations.
When the offender satisfies all legal financial obligations under
the sentence, the county clerk shall notify the sentencing court
that the legal financial obligations have been satisfied. When the
court has received both notification from the clerk and adequate
verification from the offender that the sentence requirements have
been completed, the court shall discharge the offender and provide
the offender with a certificate of discharge by issuing the
certificate to the offender in person or by mailing the certificate



to the offender’s last known address.

Authorizes the county clerk to access the records of the
employment security department for the purposes of verifying
employment or income, seeking any assignment of wages, or
performing other duties necessary to the collection of an
offender’s legal financial obligations.



