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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8004

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mrton, Haugen, Hargrove and T. Shel don

Read first tine 01/22/2003. Referred to Commttee on Parks, Fish &
Wlidlife.

TO THE HONORABLE GORDON CAMPBELL, PREM ER OF THE PROVI NCE OF
BRI TI SH COLUMBI A, CANADA, AND TO THE HONCORABLE JOYCE MJURRAY, M NI STER
OF LAND, WATER AND AIR PROTECTION, PROVINCE OF BRI TISH COLUMBI A,
CANADA, AND TO THE LEGQ SLATI VE ASSEMBLY OF BRI TI SH COLUMBI A, CANADA:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, It is the understanding of the Legislature of the State of
Washi ngton that the Province of British Colunbia is considering the
rel ease of grizzly bears near our comon border, with full know edge
that the natural range of grizzly bears wll extend well into the
United States; and

WHEREAS, It is the understanding of the Legislature of the State of
Washi ngton that the natural range of grizzly bears can be extensive, up
to three hundred square mles for femal es and five hundred square mles
for males (as reported in the brochure entitled "North Cascades Gizzly
Bear Qutreach Project,"” which was printed and published wth assistance
fromthe followng contributors: The United States Fish and Wldlife
Service; the United States Forest Service; the National Park Service;
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t he Washington State Departnment of Fish and WIldlife; the Interagency
Gizzly Bear Conmmttee; the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance; and the
Defenders of Wldlife); and

WHEREAS, The Legislature of the State of Washington desires to
protect its citizens fromthe many dangers and econom c costs likely to
result fromany augnentation, introduction, transplantation, or rel ease
of grizzly bears near the border shared by the United States and the
Province of British Col unbia; and

VWHEREAS, The Legi sl ature of the State of Washi ngton recogni zes t hat
the I aws of Washington, as determned by a Senate vote of 44 to 5 and
a vote of the House of Representatives of 96 to O, clearly prohibit the
transport, transplantation, inportation, or introduction of grizzly
bears into the State of Washington (RCW77.12.035); and

WHEREAS, The | aws of the State of Washi ngton require the Washi ngton
State Fish and Wldlife Conm ssion to protect and encourage the natural
regeneration of native grizzly bear populations in suitable areas with
suitable habitat (RCW77.12.035); and

WHEREAS, It is further our wunderstanding that environnental
organi zations fromthe United States have funded and encouraged British
Columbia's inplenmentation of a grizzly bear release program near the
United States border in an attenpt to gain defacto reintroduction or
augnentation of grizzly bears into the United States, thus depriving
our citizens of public notice and comment opportunities that the |aws
of Washington State and the United States require prior to such a
rel ease;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully request that the
Province of British Colunbia refrain fromreleasing grizzly bears in
| ocati ons where the range of the rel eased bear is likely to extend into
Washi ngton State. |If the Province of British Col unbia determ nes that
the rel ease of grizzly bears is necessary, the Legislature of the State
of Washington respectfully requests that British Colunbia obtain,
record, and transmt, in a tinmely manner, DNA sanples from each
released grizzly bear to the Drector of the Wshington State
Department of Fish and WIldlife. The Legislature of the State of
Washi ngton al so requests that British Colunbia inplant each rel eased
grizzly bear with a mcrochip containing, at a mninmnum the date and
| ocation of original capture, the date and | ocation of any rel ease, and
DNA tracking information specific to that individual grizzly bear and
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that this information, and docunentation recording each of the actions
descri bed above, be transmtted in a tinmely manner to the Director of
t he Washi ngton State Department of Fish and Wldlife.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable Gordon Canpbell, Premer of the Province
of British Colunbia, Canada, the Honorable Joyce Miurray, M nister of
Land, Water and Air Protection, Province of British Colunbia, Canada,
and the Legislative Assenbly of British Col unbia, Canada.

--- END ---
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