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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6457

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Children & Famly Services & Corrections
(originally sponsored by Senators Swecker, Stevens, Deccio, Prentice,
Parl ette, Hargrove, Jacobsen, Kohl-Wlles and Rasnmussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Rel ating to adoption; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
convene a study panel conposed of four nenbers from the | egislature:
Two nenbers of the senate to be appointed by the president of the
senate, including one nenber of the mpjority party and one nenber of
the mnority party; and two nenbers of the house of representatives to
be appoi nted by the speaker of the house of representatives, including
one nenber from the nmpjority party and one nenber from the mnority
party. The study group shall invite the participation of the governor.
The study panel shall <create an advisory conmttee of invited
representatives fromfederally recognized Indian tribes, the Washi ngton
state bar association, the judiciary, adoption agencies and child-
pl acing agencies including state, nonprofit, and those agencies
providing services for donmestic or international adoptions, adoptive
parents, and adoptees to participate in the study panel. The study
panel shall solicit coments from the comunity, study, and report
findings and recomrendations regarding the current adoption statutes
and policies related to the following issues: Adoption-related fees;
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barriers to adoption; child selling and buying; adoption facilitation,
adverti sing, and marketing; assisted reproductive technol ogy;
discrimnation in adoption based upon ability to pay, race, color, or
national origin of child or parent; background checks; and agency
licensing and credentialing. The study panel shall report its findings
to the legislature by January 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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